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Che Bennington 


ssew FA Word Writing Cypewriter caaa 


Destined to make back numbers of existing typewriters. 

Has five new and valuable features of merit, any two of 

which would make a superior machine. 

No larger than existing typewriters. 

We are now offering to invest a limited amount of stock 

at 75 centsonthedollar. As soon as we haye sold enough 
Capital Stock, $1,500,000.00 to complete equipment, manufacture, advertise and sell 

Shares, $1.00 our machine, no more will be offered at any price. ; 

We want a few good men for active official pane 

who will invest with us. 

If you are interested in the making of a choice invest- 

mént with good prospects of 40 to 60 per cent. profit and 

* which carries with it first right or preference to a good 
position, WRITE US FOR PROSPECTUS. 


Che Bennington Cypewriter Zo. 


304-305 Lyceum Building, :: :: Kansas ity, Missouri, U.S. A. 
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pals about TypEx! 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


Best wishes for a Happy & Healthy New Year to each 
of you reading this column. | am indebted to all of the 
subscribers for 2015, and would like to thank each and 
every one personally for your continued support of Typex. 


| offer apologies in advance that my article about Word 
Writing Typewriters took up almost this completer issue. 
As most of you know, | like to have several different topics to cover with each issue, but this 
time, it did not work that way. Basically what happened was | found a good topic to research 
and then (much later) realized that this subject matter would require a lot of space (11 pages or 
So) to try to tell this interesting story, that most of us may not have been familiar with. To do it 
justice, | wanted to put the whole story in one place, and hence the big spread in this issue. 
That said, | hope you all enjoy learning more about this wonderful anomaly known as the Word 
Writing Typewriter. 

A promise to you that next issue we will have more varied topics. 

BEST WISHES TO ALL - AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><><><><>< >< ><> <>< >< >< ><><><><><><><><><><><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


Happy New Year to all of you! | would say that greeting from the whole of Europe 
but sometimes | feel a bit of a fraud, this column being more from a smallish town in 
England! 

In the spirit of the collector embarking upon a future twelve months’ worth of 
open season | quote from Paul Lippman’s contribution to the Readers Digest 
Encyclopedia of Collectibles: 

A fellow collector, [the late] Don Sutherland, tells about spotting a mint condition 
blind Remington in a junk shop. Expecting to pay $40 to $50, he was surprised to find 
a tag reading $6.50 AS IS. “What do you mean, ‘as is?” he asked. “Well | don’t know 
how this happened, the shop keeper responded, “but everything inside has slipped 
around to the bottom so that it prints underneath the roller instead of on top. But it 
still types perfectly well.” 

Don Sutherland paid and left. Sorry if you have read this at some time but | only 
found the encyclopedia at the Marlborough Antiques Centre today. It made me 
chuckle. | hope all of us have one of these moments this year. 

| left behind 2014 thinking that | could resist the lure (lust for?) of more 
typewriters, but that little voice was telling me that | needed to sort myself out some 
Christmas presents, and that at that time of year there are bargains to be found. Well, 
in truth they weren't all cheap, but now | am the happy owner of a plywood boxed 
Archo (#7509), Protos (#2269), Adler 7, presumably liberated from Germany during 
the last couple of wars (#69177) and an Empire No2 (#122671). They all work, though 
these thruster machines do need a bit of working over when they have been unused 
for a few decades! So, there is a theme developing here, which is my fascination with 
the evolution of the sliding type-bar design. That could be because | bought an 
Empire Nol early in my collecting and found the simplicity of the design striking. | 
hope to enlarge on this subject over the forthcoming year, with help, and share the 
findings with Typewriter Exchange readers. 

One interesting point about the recently acquired Empire No2 is that is has a right 
hand shift key, which seems to point to it being a No3 as described in the Typewriter 
Topics ‘History and Encyclopedia’. | believe that the No3 was never labelled as 
anything other than the No2 and appears to have been made in Canada, rather than 
England. Seems the machine was made specifically, at least initially, for the Canadian 
market. Anyone out there got an Empire No3 with complete decals saying No3? 

In the course of mending my thrusters | also looked at the best way of replacing 
absent or broken draw cords for them. Fishing line just does not look right given the 
brown sinew /a piece of tough fibrous tissue uniting muscle to bone or bone to bone; 
a tendon or ligament] color of the original. | did look at a couple of early twentieth 
century tennis racquets | have, but could not bring myself to pull them apart! 
Sometimes you find Empire machines with those lovely metal draw chains 
constructed as if by a jeweler. Inspired, | looked in my scrap box and found picture- 
hanging wire. The beauty of this wire is that you can tie it and it will shape to the 
spring drum and last years. These draw cords also look right, and mice won't eat & 
them either! 

| look forward to another year of collecting and an interest that | find pleasantly 
distracting from the normal day. | hope you also find satisfaction and enjoyment with 
your hobby, be it as a ‘newbie’ or an ‘old stager’! 


----------My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 











Here’s a clever idea...... 





Of course there are plenty of things |’ve 
Never seen before, but until one pops up, 
| don’t know what I’ve been missing. This 
is the back side of the Unda portable, an 
Austrian typewriter. What caught my eye 
was the nifty little storage compartment, 
making use of what would otherwise be 
wasted space. 


| wonder why this never became industry 
standard? Imagine never having to search 
for spare ribbon spools, oil bottle, cleaning 
brush or an extradraw band! Hmmm...if 
Burroughs Moon-Hopkins hadadopted the 
idea, one could store a complete 

change of clothes in the back end © 
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by Lynda Beckler 


@e baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights 


From the fourth quarter of 2014. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 





11.2 PRT I 


Unda Portable 


990 | 
|Gold-Plated RoyalQD_ | 950 


Pittsburg 10 | 590 | 
Royal Barlock 14 | 548 | 


Smith Premier 1 
Smith Premier 1 | 499 | 


Ideal A 


[Elliott Fisher Book Writer | 400 
361 
310 
|SmithPremierd | 264 
238 
213 


Rem-Blick w/ case 17 


0 
OTS i ue ao) coin bow ie 
I pe anaes ett iy tere 5 | 


Rather odd this quarter, 3 gold-plated machines, 3 
Smiths Premier 1, two Elliott Fishers,2 Ideal A’s (I’ve 
been after one for years, finally scored!) and 3 Barlocks. 
And that poor Crandall was listed again three times 
with no takers at $8,999.95. 





WORD-WRITING 
TYPEWRITERS 


Truly an Age of Invention 


By Michael A. Brown 


| recently stumbled upon an old ad (seen on the 
cover of this issue) which hailed the Bennington 
Typewriter, “Truly an Age of Invention,” 
undated but most likely appearing around 1905. 


This got my mind curious about what ever 
happened to these ‘word-writing’ typewriters? 
Were there other brands? Have any survived? 
The search was on. Surprisingly, there seems to 
be a fair amount of information which paints a 
picture of these glorious machines, but to this 
writers knowledge, few if any survive (the 
Duplex not withstanding). At least in my 40 
years of collecting, I’ve never seen one in the 
flesh. Anyway, the first question to ask is how 
many different ‘word-writers’ were there and 
who started the first one. With help from 
Adlers’ The Writing Machine (page 229-30), | 
discovered that the Duplex was probably the 
most successful of the various syllable-machine 
failures. Two approaches were attempted by 
various inventors, one was the ‘chord’ principle 
(the simultaneous depression of two or more 
keys to produce the syllable or word). The 
other was to take the most frequent letter 
combinations and short words and provide each 
with its own dedicated key. According to Adler 
the earliest attempts were in 1841 (Bailett de 
Sondalo and Coré) Later, Peeler (1866) Ravizza 
(1882) Mergier (1892) and Topper (1895) are 
among inventors who ideas never got past the 
drawing board. That brings us back to the 
Duplex (1895) with its double keyboard which 
was actually produced in small numbers (some 
of which survive today) but was just never 
proven to be practical. 
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The Duplex. 


pilex, 


TWICE AS DURABLE 
TWICE AS FAST : 


w-»- Operators use BOTH 
HANDS and strike TWO 
yp siento AT ONCE. 


wim energy and 
in ¥oatenent. b 


Preferred 
by opzentar 
| tahenek ieee Lie 
Duplex in 
sures 
wepes. 


Branch of- 
| fcesin prin- 
cipal cities. 


Write not 
ones for fall particulars. 


DUPLEX TYPEWRITER GO. 8: "euis fk 





The main problem with most of these and the 
other word-writers proposed if not produced 
was that in order to work and make typing a 
faster experience were their own worst enemy 
because in order to achieve the desired result 
the keyboards had to be much larger than that 
of a regular typewriter and having a larger 
keyboard actually slowed-down the _ typing 
process. As most of you who have trying to 
type on a Caligraph or Smith Premier can relate 
to. 


But that didn’t deter many others from trying to 
get their “feet wet.” Among them was Leon 
Hauerstein of Germany, who in December of 
1909 patented his idea of just such a machine 
while living in Jersey City, New Jersey. His idea 
looks like a “spin-off” of the Hammond design, 
at least by viewing his patent papers. 


Please see next page. 






















Just a week later Pennsylvania inventor Henry 
Gaylord McCool of Carmichaels, Penna. Was 
granted his patent for yet another word-writing 
machine. From previous research | can tell you 
that Gaylord was a brother of our beloved 
William A. McCool who was the inventor of the 
rare and desirable, McCool typewriter. Most 
likely McCool’s 1909 word-writer never made it 
into production, or even a proto-type for that 
matter. 
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H. G. MoGOOL. 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE. 
APPLICATION FILED TES, 13, 1908, 


943,444. Patented Dec, 14, 1909. 
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ATTORNEYS 


As you can see above this is quite an elaborate 
keyboard layout. At the top of the next column 
you can see a side view of the proposed 
machine with what looks like a “printing-plate” 
to accommodate all the extra type impressions 
that would be needed. 
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As seen below in Bullock’s patent drawings his 
machine is “Electrically Operated” and to my 
eye almost appears on the notion of a player 
piano, or ‘mechanical disc-reader.’ 


In his patent description he states: “As will 
readily be seen this automatic writing may, 
not only be a word or phrase, [but be] 
multiplied to any extent.” See more drawings 
below. 


é A. R. BULLOCK. : 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATING PRINTING DEVICE. 


1, 275; 657. APPLICATION TULED RPL. 24; 1913, Tatented Aig: 18, 1918: 
4 SHELTS—sueeT 2. 





A. R. BULLOCK. _ 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATING PRINTING DEVICE, 


1 ,275,6 57, APPLICATION FHLEO APR. 24, 1913. Patented Aug. 13, 1918, 
4 SHCCTS—sueer 2, 








Clyde C. Balston of New York City also had an 
ambitious plan for a word-writing typewriter 
and submitted at least several patents to stake 
his claim in 1922 and 1926. We can learn more 
about his ambitions in the following article 
which was copied from Popular Science 
Magazine below. In this article you can see an 
drawing of an odd-looking machine with quite a 
large keyboard and a chart of some samples of 
the words it would be able to print. Mr. Balston 
claimed that this machine would be capable of 
writing 1,000 words per minute. 


NEW ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER 
PRINTS WHOLE PHRASES 


An electric typewriter designed to print words 
and phrases in addition to single letters is the 
invention of Clyde C. Balston, of New York City, 
who claims it will write a business letter five to 
twenty-five times faster than the usual 
machine. 


It is designed especially for billing and office 
work. More than ninety percent of all the words 
required for business correspondence may be 
printed as words, the inventor claims. Other 
words may be typed out in the usual manner on 
a standard keyboard with which the machine is 
equipped in addition to its special keyboard. 
The new typewriter is reported to be practically 
noiseless in operation. 


To form the words, electrically-rotated bands of 
type are stopped by means of selectors 
controlled by the keys. Two keys are pressed 
down to form each word or phrase. One brings 
the selecting mechanism into play and the other 
stops the rotating bands of type at the right 
place to spell the word. Thus phrases such as 
“by return mail,” “My Dear Sir,” and “Very 
Truly Yours,” can be written, it is explained, 
with no more effort than is now required to 
type a word containing two letters. 


. Please see also a major Balston Word-Writing 
typewriter article from the Scientific American 
article dated March 30, 1930. 





March 1930 





SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 


Automatic Word Writing 


Departures From Familiar Typewriter 
Found in Word Writing Machine 


ODERN business, in its rest- 
less search for the ultimate in 
operating efficiency, is al- 


ways finding new short-cuts. 
Of these, an interesting one is a re- 
cently patented word and phrase writ- 
ing machine for use in offices. Although 
it includes many of the essential fea- 
tures of the typewriter, this device 
differs radically from equipment now 
in use. 

Mr. Clyde C. Balston, the inventor, 
based his research on the conclusion 
that there is no justification for the 
present “unit method” of typewriting. 
He challenged the prevalent conception 
that every word written mechanically 
must be first decomposed into its in- 
dividual letters and then re-assembled 
as words on the paper. He decided 
that it should be possible to perfect a 
machine which would collect and print 
the letters of a word automatically, 
without requiring a separate movement 
to produce every letter and space. This 
led to the conclusion that there are a 
number of common phrases which are 
used innumerable times each day in 
office correspondence, which might just 
as well be impressed on the paper as if 
the phrase were one word. 

Before working out the mechanical 
details of the machine, Mr. Balston 
spent some years on an exhaustive 
study of words to determine the rela- 
tive frequency of their use. It was 
found that about 100 words comprise 
more than 50 percent of all words used 
in business. Less than 400 words 
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Copyright 1929 by Clyde C. Balston 


SOMETHING NEW IN KEYBOARDS 


Keyboard of the Balston machine, showing arrange- 
Note the standard typewriter 
as been retained for writing variously 
spelled words and names. The three 18-key panels are 
operated according to the groupings of words on a chart 
mounted within view of the operator of the machine. Right: 
Specimen square of the chart, showing alphabetic arrange- 
ment of words used most commonly in business correspon- 
dence. Capitalization and terminal forms may be included 


Abore: 
ment and grouping 
keyboard, which 


of keys. 





represent more than 90 percent 
of those we use and about 1000 
words constitute slightly more 
than 98 percent of all business 
correspondence. For these 
words, stenographers use ‘‘word 
signs” or symbols, rather than at- 
tempting to record the individual 
letters of each word. 

In operating the word and phrase 
writing machine, there is no need for 
the typist to use the usual lightning- 
like movements, because the world’s 
fastest typist cannot compete with a 
machine that prints a whole word or 
phrase while a typist using the unit 
system would be writing the first two 
letters. With much more deliberation, 
the operator presses two keys, one 
representing the initial letter of the 
word or phrase to be written and the 
other aselector. The use of the keys is 
guided by a chart which shows the 
grouping of the words, and the relative 
position of the selector keys. As with 
the “‘standard’”’ keyboard, the operator 
may become so familiar with the posi- 
tion of the keys that no time is lost 
hunting for the right one. 


HE machine automatically assem- 

bles the letters and impresses the 
word or phrase on the paper, with the 
requisite spacing and punctuation. 
The type is mounted on an assembly of 
revolving disks somewhat reminiscent 
of the mileage recorder of a speedom- 
eter. A series of interchangeable 
combs with movable teeth, operated by 
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WORD WRITING MACHINE 


Although less than twice the size of a common 
typewriter, this machine does the work of many 


the selector keys in accordance with 
the chart, automatically catch the var- ' 
ious disks and hold them in the proper 
position for impressing the word chosen 
by the operator. As soon as the word is 
impressed, the disks are released and 
spring back into a neutral position 
ready for the next word. 

The mechanical writing speed of the 
machine, according to Mr. Balston, is 
more than 1000 words per minute, and 
the operative writing speed is over 300 
words per minute, when writing single 
words. When writing phrases, the 
number of words per minute is greatly 
increased. It is significant that the 
Balston machine retains the standard 
typewriter keyboard, in addition to the 
special keyboard governing common 
words, word-endings, place-names and 
phrases. The more familiar keyboard 
provides an efficient means of writing 
(by the unit system) words seldom 
used, variously spelled proper names, 
and other words or phrases infre- 
quently used in business correspon- 
dence. The machine has been adapted 
for use by telephone companies in 
posting and billing toll charges. 
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WESLEY H. BENNINGTON 


Was born in Robinson, OH on 5-15-1861 and died in 
Cleveland on 10-30-1928 and age 67. 


It appears to me that one fellow in particular 
(Wesley Henry Bennington) really became 
obsessed with this word-writing typewriter idea 
As you will learn he started with his Bennington 
typewriter invention about 1901 (submission of 
a patent) and after several periods of failure 
was still trying to resurrect his idea as the Excel 
typewriter in 1922. Now that’s dedication! 


In 1905 Office Appliances reported that in 
Dayton, Ohio Wesley H. Bennington, president 
of the Bennington Typewriter Company was 
directed by court to transfer all patents on the 
typewriter bearing his name to the company, 
through its assignee, Harry H. Prugh. 


On April 20, 1908 the The Evening Telegram 
from Cleveland posted a story that was titled: 
“SAYS THERE WAS NO FRAUD” 


“William H. Bennington, typewriter inventor 
arrested with W.W. Tait and A.H. Wyatt, 
charged with selling Miss. Mabel Snyder $5,000. 
Worth of stock by misrepresentation, calls his 
arrest the result of her advisors’ machinations.” 


Typewriter Topics tells us that the Bennington 
typewriter was a machine of 68 keys with lower 
case and capitals from a single shift, 26 of its 
keys each devoted in small letters to short and 
commonly used words or syllables such as 
“the,” “has,” “be,” etc. It was invented in 1903 
and appeared in “Topics” in 1905. An effort was 
made to start a factory in Dayton Ohio but 
failed. It faltered a number of times and was 
revived as the Excel. 


Mr. Bennington was a lawyer and was born 
near Crawford, Ohio. He began his professional 
career in Kansas City, Kansas, where he was 
associated with George C. Clemens, a brother of 





Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain). In addition to 
being elected prosecuting attorney of Shawnee 
county in 1895, he busied himself with a 
number of inventions in addition to the Word- 
Writing Typewriter[s]. Among them were a 
dehydrator (1915), a pressure cooker (1918), 
and a fruit press (1924). Without much doubt 
he spent the most time on the Bennington & 
Xcel word-writing typewriters, which sadly 
never came to fruition. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXXXK 


Office Appliances April 1922, page 23 


XCEL TYPEWRITER CORPORATION, 
NEW YORK 


A new machine known as the Xcel Standard and 
Word Writing typewriter, having a single shift 
standard keyboard of thirty-eight characters, 
with the usual capitols, punctuation, marks and 
special characters brought into use by the 
manipulation of the shift as in the regular 
standard machines.’ In addition to these, 
however, twenty-two word keys are placed 
along the sides and in front of the standard 
keyboard with the operation of which they do 
not interfere. The writing of complete words by 
the depression of a single key is made possible 
by the development of the _ inventor's 
automatic multiple escapement, and the novel 
arrangement of the typebars. 


The New Xcel Typewriter 
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BUSINESS EQUIPMENT TOPICS March 1922 


THE. “XCEL TYPEWRITER 
CORPORATION 


A Delaware charter has been granted to the 
Xcel Typewriter Corporation, its capital stock 
being $3,300,000 of which amount $300,000 is 
common and $3,000,000 8% preferred and 
cumulative with full participating privileges 
along with the common. The company will 
manufacture and distribute the Xcel Typewriter, 
a writing machine constructed and developed 
on new principles. General offices are being 
opened in New York City and in an early number 
this journal will carry a complete descriptive 
and illustrated notice on the machine, its 
personnel, etc. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK 


OTHER NOTES ON BENNINGTON 


As previously reported in Typex -there. were 
connections between the Fox Typewriter Co. 
and Wesley H. Bennington. Last year collector 
Robert Messenger reported his take on this link 
in his online blog. Here is what he reported: 


" Bennington and a J.C.Golner planned to 
buy out the Fox Typewriter Company of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, which had been in 
receivership since May 1921, in order to build 
Bennington's syllabic typewriter - as well 
as existing Fox models. Typewriter Topics, in 
its initial reports on the project, in March 1922, 
incorrectly gave credit to Golner for the 
syllabic machine's development. Golner was in 
fact the Toledo broker in the partnership. 
What might not have helped Bennington's 
cause was that the omnipresent Burnham 
Coos Stickney, a fervent New York patent 
attorney and alleged typewriter inventor, 
stepped in and applied for a patent for the 
syllabic typewriter for Underwood in June 
1922. Stickney often stole other men's ideas 
through his lightning speed in patenting them. 
The machine was never made.” 





Please see Bennington’s proposed factory pic 
on page 1176. 


IN CONCLUSION 


And as if this idea weren’t dead enough already 
(even though it seemed like a good one at the 
time), one last gasp effort was put forth by one 
Robert R. Seeber, Jr. of New York City when in 
November of 1952 he assigns a patent to IBM 
Corporation for yep, you guess it, a word- 
writing typewriter. He cites Bullock’s machine 
as a source for inspiration. His idea seems to be 
adapted to the standard IBM electric typewriter 
of-the-day, and he takes the idea one step 
further by using relays and switches to speed up 
the process. Not being an electrical engineer | 
was unable to sort out all the details of his idea 
as it appears quite technical after reviewing the 
patent drawings. Please see Seeber’s patent 
drawings on page 1177 


MY FINAL THOUGHTS... 


Well as if that weren’t enough and just as | was 
about to conclude that this was a great idea, 
that just never made it, my wife had to point 
out to me that on her Apple I-phone she can 
type and input a few seemingly random 
characters and” viola” the phone magically 
turns them into complete words, and phrases. 
Kinda just like on your computer when you type 
in Dec. and in a flash it displays the date of the 
day you are writing, even----if----- that’s not 
what you wanted. So, while most find this to be 
still un-perfected and annoying, there are other 
instances where the computer will fix your 
miss-spelled word without you asking, and in 
the case of my wife’s I-phone she claims she 
loves it and it actually helps in the case of 
multiply word-writing, so, in that sense | guess 
after all the trial-and-error of the last 100 years, 
it looks like “Word-Writing” has FINALLY 
ARRIVED! 
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The Factory pic below is from OFFICE APPLIANCES MAGAZINE Dated April 1907. 


COMPANY REORGANIZED. 


The Bennington Typewriter Company has been 
reorganized by Columbus, O., capitalists and the 
work of constructing the factory building will be 
rushed as rapidly as possible. The new officers 
are: W. E. Bennington. president; George H. Wat- 
kins, president state board of public works, vice 
president: Opha Moore of the governor's office, sec- 





PROPOSED FACTORY BENNINGTON TYPE- 
WRITER CO., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


retary; Dr. W. A. France, treasurer; B. C. Kelsey, 
general agent of the Big Four; Colonel M. ‘ 
Powell of the M. W. Powell Company, Chicago; 
William H. Meck of Dayton, F. J. Norris of the 
Baltimore & Ohio at Cincinnatl and William J. 


Diehl, secretary and treasurer of the Wheeling . 


Natural Gas Company, are the other directors in 
addition to the officers. 
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PUBLISHING EVENT OF 2015 e 


Hi everyone, 
The 
My book The Typewriter Revolution: A 21st- 
Typewriter Century Typist's Companion is going to be 
published this fall by The Countryman Press. 
Insurgency : - 


The book explores the creative things people 
are doing today with typewriters — type-ins, 
street poetry, digital detox, letter-writing socials, 
art and music, customized typewriters, and 
more. From teens to makers to hipsters to 
steampunks, a typewriter revolution is afoot. | 
also provide practical advice on choosing, using, 
and maintaining your typewriter. 


There are many ways to keep updated on the 
book: 


Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Th 
e-Typewriter-Revolution/423474897817980 





A Field Manual for the Twitter: 
Typewritten Revolution https: / / twitter.com ewriterRe & 


= 


Blog: 
http:/ /writingball. blogspot.com 


Tumblr: 
http: ewriterrevolution.tumb 
Ir.com 


Website: 
http: ewriterrevolution.com 


has a publisher! 


The book will be published by 
The Countryman Press, a division 


of W.W. Norton, in fall £015. 


Thanks for your support, 

Richard Polt 

(The two photos on the column to the left were 
“borrowed” from Robert Messenger's online blogsite 
at: OZTYPEWRITER.blogspot.com And we thank 
him.) 
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® 7 That Nearly GotAway 


A Story and photos by Gary Bothe. Pages 1185-88 
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NOTES-FROM THE EDITOR 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 

Hello and thanks for joining us for another fun, 
and informative issue. 

A special thanks to Gary Bothe and Nick Fisher 
for their contributions to this issue. 

Typex is wishing that everyone is finding all 
their favorite typewriters and the appropriate 
paperwork and photos that go along with them. 

In Philly, | was able to find some new homes for 
some less-than-stellar antique typewriters, in a novel new approach. | recently meet 
a nice fellow who does event catering for a living and has some of the tastiest food 
I've ever eaten. He approached me when he learned | was a collector and told me he 
would be really excited if he could acquire a few antiques to use as “themed 
presentations” at colleges, schools, and various businesses as “props.” Of course, | 
could not say no, so some of my “extra” machines have found a new home. And it’s 
really fun to see how he has used them so artfully to accent his food presentations. 
What's next? 

BEST WISHES TO ALL------------ AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
88 8 8 9 8 SSS SS SSS SO SOS OS 


News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


My second “Noiseless” standard machine came through the mail yesterday, to join 
the one | bought in Salisbury in about 1980, one which has the tiger decal (No.4 
#42107). The “Noiseless” is a No.5 (#57755) and arrived safely, packed in double 
box and with balled up newspaper. One of the few times my requests for good 
packaging have been followed to the letter! It's in decent condition and has obviously 
been reconditioned at some point as the odd part on the carriage has been chrome 
plated. As | excavated it from the packaging | unfolded all the newspaper for 
recycling; so the unpacking took the best part of an hour thanks to the (welcome) 
thoroughness of the shipper. The newspaper material ranged in date from the mid- 
1980s to present! 

About halfway through the unfolding process | saw a photograph that caught my 
attention. On closer inspection the illustration of a “Junior toy typewriter 
accompanied a half page article from The Sunday Telegraph, dated 11 January 2015. 
The article was written by Alan Titchmarsh, a one-time journalist and now much loved 
T.V. gardening expert in the U.K. The piece is titled The friendly click-click-ping has 
had its day. In the article Alan regrets the neglect of his first typewriter.....’(In) a small 
black case with a sloping lid and a handle. The box (for it is made of wood and 
covered in a black leatherette material) contains the first writing machine | bought as 
a student in 1969. It a strange piece of equipment known as a typewriter’. Later in 
the article he admits, as an ‘old romantic’ that ‘the words “Olivetti”, “Remington” and 
“Smith Corona” do have a magical euphony’. | will do my best to contact Mr 
Titchmarsh to tell him that there are still some people out there who believe that the 
friendly click-click-ping has not had its day! He will doubtless conclude that there are 
some eccentric, perhaps dotty people out there. 

From my collecting point of view 2015 has started off proving that there are still some 
machines to be found. | have been lucky to get hold of a “Jewett” 5 complete with 
very fine case (#12030), a lone “Ranger” (#696056 Olympia/Optima) post war 
portable, “Macy Portable No.1” (# 37303 Barr), “Underwood Leader” in perfect war 
finish condition (#E1263459 which originally belonged to Major A. R. Alflatt of 
Maidstone, Kent) and early “AEG” standard, which has a hammered effect steel 
cover, truly a product of Bauhaus meets Arts and Crafts! 

Today | spent part of the afternoon fettling the “L. C. Smith” 8 and “Imperial” 50 which 
| have lent to Swindon’s Computer Museum. Virtually as soon as | had sorted out the 
usual ribbon transport problems, as well as a disconnected draw band, there were a 
number of children having a go with these typewriters. The main problem is that 
young people press rather than strike the keys. | am to produce a user/reader 
friendly instruction sheet on how to use a typewriter it seems. In the meantime they 
could teach me a great deal about modern technology? 

The day finished with a trip to a local thrift shop where | encouraged a customer to 
purchase a manual “Consul” portable and put off a youngster from buying an electric 
“Olympia” of about 1980 vintage. | mentioned to her mother that it required electricity 
and a carbon ribbon. That seemed to do the trick, but | was also conscious that some 
of these machines need to survive to document the later development of the 
typewriter. 

Perhaps we need to reflect on the values we place on what we collect according to 
our own preferences. These might leave gaps in the history of the typewriter? 


———————| My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731----------- 
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, Online 


Eye Candy... 








Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 











by Lynda Beckler 


I've been window shopping on eBay for a little over 15 years 
and | don’t believe I’ve ever seen this happen before. 
Two S&G models listed simultaneously and with no offers to 
chop the keys! 

The machine on the left is a factory re-build with serial 
#A1665 and has been languishing on for several weeks with a 
Buy-it-Now price of $17,900. The one on the right, serial #4017, 
listed as a Buy-it-Now for $11,250 was an aborted auction, the 
seller stating the machine was no longer available. 

The list of successful eBay sales is really dismal this quarter. 
Where’d everybody go? | just have to give y’all one more 
photo....read all the way down © 


lod baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 
From the first quarter of 2015. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


761 
676 


World Index 550 
Hammond 12 500 
Odell 2 450 
Stainsby Waine brailler 446 
Corona 4, Gold on Ivory 383 


Royal Electric, Bubblegum Pink (25 bids!) 












Listed at $810.00! 





Above: Unknown typewriter 
The Thrill ls Gone 


“The thrill is gone, ah the thrill has gone away from me, ah 
the thrill is gone baby, the thrill has gone away from me.” 


As a typewriter lover that likes Blue King of the Blues, Mr. B. B. King 
typewriters (among many others) and one 
who appreciates Blues Music, I thought I 
would try to combine the two for readers to 


enjoy. 


I will try to show a spread of nice Blue 


typewriters, and combine each with brief tisquacGeounanana? 


lyrics of some of my favorite Blues artists. ee — eeeceeeeeoes 
De Becceeececeoce0, 
Hope there are some other collectors who will Dm © @°°e .ccoeeee 





appreciate the “Blues” connection, and I hope 


I can attract some new audiences to the 
Blues following. Above: Smith-Corona Galaxy ca. 1960s 


The Healer 


“Early one morning the Blues, the Blues heal me. | was 
layin’ down one night, the Blues, the Blues heal me. The 
Blues, is a healer, it healed me, ha, it could heal you. 


The legendary, John Lee Hooke 





Above: 1950s Royal Quiet DeLuxe 
The Blues Accordin’ to Lightnin’ Hopkins 


“ Get up in the morning, turn around and | lay just back 
down. | get up in the morning an poor Lightnin’ turn 
around and lay back downl.” By Lightnin’ Hopkins 





Above: The appropriately named “Singer” 
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Goin’ Down Slow 


Man, you know | done enjoyed things 

That Kings and Queens will never have 

In fact, Kings and Queens can never get 

And they don't even know about it and good times? 
| have had my fun 

If I'd never get well no more 

| have had my fun 

If | never get well no more 

Oh, my health is fadin', oh 

Oh yes, I'm goin' down slow 

Now looky here, | did not say | was a millionaire 

But | said | have spent more money than a millionaire 
‘Cause if | had kept all of the money | done already spent 
| would've been a millionaire, a long time ago 

And women? Great googly moogly 

Please write, my mama 

Tell her the shape I'm in 

Please write, my mother 

Tell her the shape I'm in 

Tell her to pray for me 

Forgive me for my sins 


> al 


Above: Vintage 1930s Royal No. 1 


Mannish Boy 


Now when | was a young boy, at the age of 5 

My mother said | was gonna be the greatest man alive 
But now I'm a man, | passed 21 

| want you to believe me baby | had lots of fun 


I'm aman 

Spell M-A child -N 

That represents man 
No B-O child -Y 

That mean mannish boy 


I'm aman 
I'm a full grown man 
I'm aman 












I'm a natural born lovers man 
I'm aman child 

I'm a rollin’ stone 

I'm aman child 

I'm a hoochie coochie man 


Blues Royality, Muddy Waters 





Seoceoeoeoaes 

eoecoog oeagoees 
ecvooeoooecess 
6000000000606 


Above: Corona No. 4 circa 1930s 
ALL| CAN DO 


Did what | could, what | could for you 
Did what | could, what | could for you 
Did what | could, what | could for you 


Worked hard for you my babe 
Hard everyday for you my baby 
Did what | could, what | could for you 


What | could do, did what | could do 
Did what | could, what | could for you 
Did what | could, what | could for you 


Did what | could, what | could for you 
| did what | could, what | could for you 
Worked hard everyday for you are my babe 


Worked hard everyday 

| worked hard, baby everyday 

Did what | could, what | could for you 
Did what | could for you, baby 


Did what | could for you, baby 
Worked hard, | did what | could 


Blues guitar legend Hubert Sumlin 
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Above: Groma Kolibri 
JUNKER BLUES 
My, my, I'm sick as | could be 


Some people call me a junker 
‘Cause I'm loaded all the time 
| just feel happy 

And | feel good all the time 


Some people say | use a needle 

And some say | sniff cocaine 

But that's the best old feelin’ in the world 
That I'd ever seen 


Say good-bye, good-bye to whiskey 
Lord and so long to gin 

| just want my reefer 

| just wanna feel high, again 


Oh yeah, I'm a junker 
| feel alright 


Some people, some people crave for chicken 
And some crave for porterhouse steak 

But when | get loaded 

Lord, | won't want my milk and cake 


Oh yeah, that's all | want, now 
They call me a junker 


‘Cause I'm loaded all the time 
But that mean nothin’ if | feel good all the time 


Champion Jack Dupree 
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MY BABY SHE LEFT ME 


When my baby she left me 
She left me with a mule to ride 
When my baby she left me 
She left me with a mule to ride 
When her train left the station 


That old mule laid down and died 
Man | sent this woman 

A brand new twenty dollar bill 
Lord | sent that woman 

A brand new twenty dollar bill 
Now if that don't bring her back 
I'm sure this old shotgun will 


Lake Michigan ain't no river 
Chicago ain't no hill town 
Lake Michigan ain't no river 
Chicago ain't no hill town 

If | feel like this tomorrow 
I'm gonna clear out be back down Memphis bound 
I'll be standing down on the landing 


When the big boat pull off and roll 
I'll be standing on the landing 
When the big boat pull off and roll 
I'll be hopin and I'll be prayin 
That | never see your face no more 


When my baby left me 

She left me with a mule to ride 
When my baby she left me 

She left me with a mule to ride 
When her train left the station 
That old mule laid down and died 


Lord | sent that woman 

A brand new twenty dollar bill 
Man | sent my baby 

A brand new twenty dollar bill 
Now if that don't bring her back 
I'm sure my shotgun will 


Buddy Guy & Junior Wells 





Below: Rheimentall portable 











THE FAY-SHOLES “KEEPER” 
THAT NEARLY GOT AWAY 


Story and photos by Gary Bothe 


After reading Martin Rice's very interesting 
Type Writer Tales story about the acquisition 
of his Oliver 3 and its hideaway desk in the 
November 2014 issue of Typex, I was 
motivated to write about the convoluted 
acquisition of one of my favorite machines, a 
bronzed Fay Sholes. Some fellow collectors 
may find the story interesting. 





I grew up on a farm near the small 
community of Kewaunee, Wisconsin, 
population varying around 2800 to 3000 or 
so, depending on the census year. It is located 
on the shore of Lake Michigan, about 30 
miles due east of Green Bay, and since its 
founding it has been a lake port of some 
significance, with the Green Bay and 
Western railroad running to the west and 
train ferries, and in earlier years, break-bulk 
freighters running east across the lake to 
ports in Lower Michigan. A number of 
businesses developed around the Kewaunee 
harbor, sending and receiving freight to serve 
the farms and businesses in the surrounding 


& countryside. 
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One of these businesses was owned by 
Anton, Fred, and William Dishmaker, a farm 
implement dealership, established in 1896. It 
was located on the harbor and was significant 
enough to have its own railroad spur for 
shipping and receiving. In time, the 
enterprise eventually became Dishmaker's 
Garage, a Buick dealership, and this is how I 
knew it when I was growing up in the 1950s 
and '60s. As the years disappeared behind me 
I left town for college, graduate school, and 
eventually a job as a Professor of Psychology 
in Pensacola, Florida. Still, my home town 
would beckon me, and I would go back to 
Kewaunee to visit my parents during summer 
or Christmas breaks, and eventually my wife 
and I bought a house in town where we 
would spend our summer vacations. One 
summer, I think it was 1995, I saw that the 
Buick dealer had gone out of business and 
the old Dishmaker building, by now quite 
saggy and decrepit, housed an antique shop. I 
had been collecting typewriters for a while by 
this time and so I decided to stop in and see 
what the fellow had. As I remember it, the 
building was jammed with stuff (I am being 
polite here; a good deal of it was just junk), 
there were only a few weak ceiling-hung 
light bulbs on, so the place was dark, and 
with the windows closed in mid-summer, it 
was hot! Rummaging through chaotically 
arranged “antiques,” and carefully picking 
my way along barely discernible pathways 
between them, I came across an object with a 
grubby brown cloth cover over it that was 
shaped suspiciously like a typewriter. I lifted 
the cover and revealed a black, dirty, upstrike 
machine with fluted columns resembling the 
mechanical equivalent of a classical Greek 
temple. Closer inspection revealed an 
embossed nameplate on the frame above the 
top row of keys that read “Fay-Sholes 
Company mfrs. Chicago.” Sholes? SHOLES? 











Whoa! This was not your average old 
typewriter. 





I found the proprietor and asked him what he 
knew about the typewriter. He said he knew 
nothing about it, and that it had been in the 
building when he bought the place, and when 
he found it he just put it out with the rest of 
his stuff. I then casually asked how much he 
wanted for it. He paused for a moment, 
obviously sizing me up and making up a 
price on the spot. Two hundred, he said. 
Now, at this early point in my collecting 
career, I don't think I had ever spent more 
than twenty dollars on any of my 
acquisitions, and in fact, most of them were 
bought at garage sales for five or ten. So 
$200 was a big step beyond my comfort 
level. I hemmed and hawed, looked at it 
some more, and eventually left the shop 
without it. Oh, well. 


Some time later, back at work in Florida, I 
had a conversation with a colleague of mine 
who was a collector of just about anything 
and everything that he thought might turn a 
profit some day. He kept most of it in some 
rental storage units around town, and [| 
thought he might be interested in hearing my 





story about the antique shop in Kewaunee. 
He was. In fact, was so interested that he said 
that the next time I went to Wisconsin, I 
should go back and see if the typewriter was 
still there. If so, he wanted me to buy it for 
him and he would pay me back. And that is 
exactly what happened. That Christmas I 
found the machine just where it had been the 
summer before. But now it was winter, and 
instead of being crowded, dark and hot, the 
place was crowded, dark and cold! There was 
some heat in the office, but that did not affect 
the rest of the building much at all. Shivering 
in front of the object of my interest, I asked 
the shop owner if he would still take the $200 
he had asked for earlier and to my relief he 
said yes. Although I was still a relative 
neophyte at typewriter collecting, I had done 
some checking around since summer and had 
come to the realization that although this 
machine was not anything Christopher 
Latham had had his own hands on, it had a 
family connection through his son Zalmon, 
and that, combined with its classical design 
and relative rarity, probably made it well 
worth the $200 that was being asked. At this 
point, I was even regretting the fact that I had 
committed to buying it for my colleague 
instead of for myself, but a deal is a deal, and 
I wasn't going to renege. So, sold. 


Back at the house, I examined the machine 
more closely. My spotty and incomplete 
research still left me with the belief that the 
machine was painted black, but when I 
applied cleaning solvent with a rag to remove 
some of the dirt, I found to my surprise that it 
was not painted! The dirt concealed a 
metallic finish resembling an old penny. 
More application of the rag revealed bright 
nickel work that I did not know was there, 
either. This machine was so covered and 
infused with nearly 100 years of crud that it 
appeared totally black. The machine also 
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smelled strongly of old smoke, and so I 
concluded that atmospheric pollution was the 
main source of the grunge covering the 
typewriter's charms. Much work would be 
required to change that, but this was not my 
machine and it was not my work to do. Back 
in Florida I duly turned it over to its new 
owner, and he duly stashed it away in one of 
his rental storage units, just like the Ark of 
the Covenant at the end of the Raiders of the 
Lost Ark. 





Another two years or so went by. Then one 
day my colleague mentioned in passing that 
he was cleaning out some of his collection of 
stuff in order to simplify his life and improve 
his finances. He could both make some 
money by selling things at the local flea 
market and also save storage rental costs by 
reducing his inventory. I told him that if he 
wanted to sell the old typewriter that I had 
gotten for him I would be glad to buy it back. 
To my pleasant surprise, he agreed, and when 
I asked him how much he wanted, he said the 
$200 he paid for it would be fine. I nearly 
broke a finger pulling my checkbook out as 
fast as I did, but in short order the Fay-Sholes 
was mine! 





Bp ES re ee 


Now the cleaning and the research began in 
earnest. I disassembled the machine just 
about down to the last screw (except for the 
typebar ring, as I recall--I am not a complete 
fool) and started cleaning off the crud. All the 
scum had actually done a good job protecting 
the machine from rust, because once it was 
removed, it revealed an almost pristine finish 
on the bronzed parts as well as on other steel 
and nickel components, except for the usual 
places where usage-wear from hands and 
fingers would be expected. Also, gentle 
washing of the cotton dust cover revealed a 
tan material with the words FAY-SHOLES 
TYPEWRITER stenciled in black across the 
front. So the cover was original too! 





I got the rubber redone by Ames, replaced the 
leather drawstrap and typebar cushioning, 
carefully reassembled everything, and spent 
more hours aligning the type. It was quite a 
job, but I enjoyed every minute of it. 


In learning more about the machine, I found 
the serial number (2687) under the aluminum 
nameplate above the keys, leading me to 
conclude that it probably was manufactured 
in 1897. While the name on the machine's 
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aluminum plate is “Fay-Sholes” as was 
required after the lawsuit filed by Remington, 
it is interesting that the margin stop casting 
on top of the machine still proudly displays 
“RS” (Remington-Sholes) in a _ flowing 
monogram. 





Perhaps this signifies that the machine was 
manufactured before the name change was 
required and that only the aluminum plate 
above the keys was changed, and that only 
after the court decision? 


1907 Fay-Sholes typewriter, serial number 2687, Smooth typing 
classic beauty, 


Since the Dishmaker brothers had established 
their business in 1896, and the fact that the 
antique dealer had found it in the building 
when he took it over, led me to conclude the 
this typewriter may well have been purchased 
for office work shortly after Dishmakers 
went into business, and that it had spent its 
entire lifespan within the walls of that 
building until I purchased it. An early photo 
of the Dishmaker Company acquired through 
the Kewaunee County Historical Society 
(many thanks to that fine organization!) 





shows the environment in which that 
typewriter spent many of its years. Coal 
smoke from locomotives and ships coming 
through open doors and windows, and 
probably decades of cigar smoke in the office 
as well, could easily account for the ugly but 
oddly protective coating that I found 
covering the machine. Although I cannot 
definitively prove it, when I look at that old 
photo, I can easily imagine that classic 
bronzed Fay-Sholes arriving from Chicago in 
a freight car just like the ones on the siding 
there, or already sitting on a desk in the 
smoky office, listening to discussions of 
business or daily life in 1890s Kewaunee. I 
can still smell hints of it today on my classic 
machine. 





The Prgreverpa Brothers, Anton and Fred with ae ed their bookkeeper, left Carlton and in 19% 


business in this bag erected building. The 
those da 


such as shown here, Shey | G0ld seving mach! 


Of Dewey Dana = his son, Frederick. * ets are (1) Heck Jevelers (2) W. Seyk Conpany off oy 
and warehouse before elevator was added Disheaker Srothers (4) Marvel Motors, now oe 5 
mill (5) a Dock (6) Crosby and hiheed Chwese house (7) Wannicer Carmery, site of Seubea 


“ompany. 


Now, decades later, the old Dishmaker 
building is gone, and the land it sat on has 
been turned into a harbor side park, complete 
with a gazebo for bands to provide music on 
warm summer evenings. All that remains are 
old photos, and the classic Fay-Sholes. Since 
I first encountered it, this machine has had a 
hold on me and is one of my most treasured 
typewriters. Even though I have been 
“thinning the herd” in recent times as other 
hobby interests compete with typewriters, 
this is a machine I intend to keep to the end. 
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tripos on the roof vas later toped by a vind- 
ys before electricity. Resides handling McCormick machines 
organs, and bicycles. In 1909 they sold their 
tirst Ford tc herman Kitzerow. In 1910 they established @ Buick agency vhich they have had ever 
since, discontinuing farm machinery in 1953. This building on Harrison Street is still in use 
with a third story and an office to the east added. Today the business is under the management 








The Empire 
STRIKES BACK! 


Photos, story & research by Nick Fisher 
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Above letterhead dated Oct. 17,1903 


Collectors will be aware that the Empire and its 
sister machine the Wellington were invented by 
Wellington Parker Kidder, patented in 1892 and 
produced from 1895 onwards. Though not the 
only design to use a front thrusting type-bar (the 
Ford and Rapid, appreciably rarer are notable 
examples, along with the Kanzler, produced in 
Germany) the Empire was very successful and 
this very popularity has led to its rather low 
‘status’ amongst collectors. The Empire and 
Wellington were good, simple and_ sturdy 
machines, provided with solid cases! As a result 
they survive in good numbers. Empires were 
produced in Canada, Germany. In the latter 
country the Empire was made under licence, 
before becoming full blown Alder machine, and 
in England. In The U.S. the Wellington was the 
sole incarnation of the Empire 
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‘EMPIRE 


TYPEWRITER. 


“ The Mact with Visible Writing.” 


Re Queen V Vitoria St, Senin: 


See our Free Trial Offer. 





Riot Cie 


Above trade card dated 1901 
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GE Empire 
TUPEWRITER, 
£12 12s. 


77, Queen Victoria Street, 
LONDON, E.c. 
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See other side’ 


is not familiar with the 


For anyone who 
Empire/Wellington the principle of the type-bar 
is that these radiate from the printing point and 
slide across a flat metal plate to strike the platen, 


returning to their resting place with the 
assistance of springs. Springs are necessary due 
to the loss of gravity assistance for type-bar 
return. This feature produced very good type 
alignment and ensured a relatively quiet action; 
a feature which Kidder fully exploited with his 
later Noiseless designs. With a three bank 
keyboard and low profile design the Empire was 
compact, though not that portable. It is what 
could be called a semi-standard machine; you 
wouldn't like to pop it on your knees and type 
away, but you could lug it from one place to 
another! 


The aim of my research is to define a few key 
changes to the basic design which were effected 
to the Canadian Empire Nol model. It is 
assumed that this model was produced between 
1895 and about 1923, which is the final date at 
which | have evidence of the sale of the more 
portable Lightweight Model, as advertised in the 
Army and Navy Cooperative Stores. Here are the 
areas of evolution which | have identified: 































British public, It has Visible Writing in’ 
perfection (all the work in sight from start to 
finish), is strong and durable. The alignment 
is perfect and cannot be deranged. 





Performs a datéer range work with 
"greater ease than many machines costing £20. 
‘Send for descriptive booklet. 
— Ss 


_ The Empire Typewriter Syndicate, Limited, 


77, Queen Street, LONDON, E.C. 
Agents in all the principal cities throughout the United Kingdom. 


e Height of casting at front of machine. 
Shallow 1 cm (earlier) deep (later) 

e Platform/tilting shift key (early), separate 
shift keys for caps and figs (later) 

e Location of lugged feet castings outside 
the main frame (earlier) or integral 
beneath it (later) 

e Width of carriage return paddle on left 
hand of carriage ¥% inch (earlier), 1 inch 
(later) 

e Change from straight vertical row 
keyboard (earlier) to staggered/taught 
touch typing friendly version (later) 

e Use of tee shaped (earlier) or straight 
space bar (later) 

e Use of aluminium space bar 

e Introduction of back space key 

e Introduction of entire aluminium frame 
castings for the Lightweight Model 1, 

believed to be about 1916, perhaps for 

use by the military during World War 1. 








Army az 


362 


The Hmpire Typewriter. 





A serviceable typewriter. The writing is visible 
and the beetle exact. 


Light- dal model. Gin P ‘including 


= OOVOE-. cc rittvveseewaons - £17 0 0 
No. 2. Improved model, with automatic 

ribbon reverseandtabulator. Price, with 

COVER cise cabsesestssacesseetass canesupecareeuee £21 0 0 


Above ad dated 1923 





Hopefully this analysis this may start to clarify 
the chronology and evolution of the design. For 
the purposes of this piece | have used machines 
from my collection, the features of which | have 
tabulated. | would very much like to expand this 
with information from readers of The Typewriter 


Exchange, particularly if there is any 
documentary/dated evidence, such as receipts or 
guarantees with their machines. This will help 
refine the data and perhaps pin some dates. 
One absence from the evolutionary steps is the 
change from square keys to round, which must 
have happened very early in the process. All 
contributions will be welcomed! 


PLEASE SEND ANY INFORMATION FROM YOUR 
EMPIRE TYPEWRITERS TO: Nickurania@aol.com 
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BELOW IS A SPREADSHEET SHOWING MACHINES FROM MY (NICK FISHER”S) COLLECTION. PLEASE FORWARD ANY DATA YOU CAN PROVIDE TO MY EMAIL ADDRESS 














AT:NICKURANIA@AOL.COM Thank you! 










































Platform Use of tee | Use of Entire 


or key 
shift 


Casting 
height 
(front) 


Location | Width | Straight or 
of foot of staggered shaped aluminium aluminium 
lugs return | keys spacebar space bar/steel | body and top 
lever (front) paddle or straight plate 
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| am blessed that so many Empires have survived in the United Kingdom. | think part of this survival rate is due to the compactness of the design, its 












Carriage has two 
uprights behind 
line gauge 

















reliability and ease with which it could be worked on or renovated. I'm sure that the steel case helped too! 














THE ORIGINAL “TYPE-IN” REFERENCE AS FOUND 
IN AN AD FOR SMITH-CORONA DATED 1967 
















It's the in thing with teenagers whe want te swing college. Not the sit-in. Or the be-in 
The type-in. And it happens in front of the world’s first eleciric = typewriter. 

A Smith-Corone Electric Portable con help your teeneger 
better student at leost seven woys. It can help hen verite twice as fost. Improve hn epelling 
increase his reoding speed. Encowroge meainess. Stimulote his creative writing. Guild his 
word power, And, becouse i's fun to vse, Motivete him to wont to do better, (Or her.) 

The Smith-Corena Electric Partoblec is an age ohead af ordinary monuals. & learning toal 
tuned to the world we tive in. Becoute electricity does the work, it mokes lecrning to type 
almost effortiess. Because it’s portoble, it’s the naturel choice of tomorrow's campus crowd 

They hold even more type-iets at college. 


tim eoaronation 

B10 Park Artes. Hew Vet MY, 30072 

Otters Comme end emeper comme 
Threwghowt rhe world 


According to Wikipedia: A Type-iIn is an arranged meeting of manual typewriting enthusiasts. A typical Type-In may 
include the following activities: a typing speed competition; distribution of stationery, envelopes and stamps, followed by a 
typed letter-writing session; the swapping and purchasing of typewriters. 


The first Type-In was held on December 18. 2010, in Philadelphia, at Bridgewater's Pub in 30th Street Station. About a 
dozen people attended and more than 25 typewriters were on display. The event was cooked up by Michael McGettigan, 
owner of a local bicycle shop, Trophy Bikes, and was publicized with posters, emails, and a small mailing to writers, English 
professors, thrift stores and cafes. The event was also publicized on a blog site, [www.phillytyper.com], posted by 
McGettigan. The event received media attention all out of proportion to its size. At the start of the event, the media 
outnumbered the attendees 3-1, though this ratio improved later. 


* 


Coverage, especially by the_Philadelphia Daily News and the Associated Press, led to other Type-Ins around the U.S. 
and in Basel, Switzerland. The Type-In name spread casually through the "Typosphere" an already-established band of 
manual typewriter fans around the U.S. and beyond. Type-Ins have been held in libraries, cafes, and bookstores. 


The Type-In has been described by McGettigan as "Like a jam session for people who like typewriters." McGettigan 
noted that typewriters are not “low-tech, but mid-tech, sophisticated machines which demand a level of skill and touch 
missing from newer digital devices." Type-Ins aim to highlight these skills in a social and very public setting. 


1192 








FOR THE ENTHU 








1 oo iii G MACHINES SAE 
Volume 27 Issue3__ August 2015 


Two Type-Ine &a lilleeting 

















Above: Kids learning to type at Pretzel Park Type-in. Above: Our own Jack Knarr at the Tampa Type-in with his “Vogue” Royal. 


Photo credit: Batiaan Slabbers/ For Newsworks Photo credit: Paper Seahorse 














(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 

Hi all! The summer seems to be flying by once again. 
Hope many of you have been able to get outdoors to, 
search for some good machines at flea markets and estate 
sales,tag and rummage sales (Do they even still exist?) 
Well that’s how we used to do it back in the day. 

This issue | would like to thank, Marty Rice, Jack Knarr, 
Ray Montgomery, Tona Bell, Randy Rosenthal (Paperseahorse.com) Nick Fisher, and Lynda 
Beckler for their help and contributions to this issue. Addition thanks to Tom Russo, Peter Weil 
in Delaware, Mike McGettigan in Philly, and Paper Seahorse in Tampa for hosting and 
organizing the meetings that were covered in these pages. Additional thanks to the folks who 
attended and support these efforts as it really enhances the typewriter collecting experience. 

As many of you already know | will be traveling to Europe with my wife (Carrie) for most of 
the month of October. This will surely mean that the November issue of Typex will be a little late 
this year and | hope you will all bear with me and be understanding. | hope to visit with some old 
and new European collectors and a typewriter museum, and report back in November about my 
travels and all of the typewriter goings-on that | can attest to. It should be a fun time & | hope to 
share it with all of you here. 





See you in the fall, Mike & Carrie! 
BEST WISHES TO ALL AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><> <><><>< >< >< ><> <>< >< ><> <>< ><> <>< >< >< >< >< ><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


A little spring cleaning was undertaken earlier on this year, and the work continues. 
| try to clean my machines once a year, which gives me a chance to check up any 
issues that they have, maybe do a repair that is pending. | had a Fortuna which had 
been shipped upside down at some point for instance. This resulted in a number of 
the type-bar linkages coming out of their sockets. The odd design of the Fortuna is 
the way the links directly under the type end of the type-bar are merely held their by 
gravity, dropping into a reciprocal tubular hole. This means they can settle into the 
hole and rotate to their preferred position. Put the typewriter upside down and they 
have a habit of dropping out. Anyway, with a bit of patience, job done. 

It is also very nice if a typewriter appears on the doorstep which has been shipped 
a distance and is actually working better than the description suggested! | have just 
taken delivery of a Radio, produced by the Concordia Machinenbau (Machine & 
Building?) Just a correction of the ribbon direction and the typewriter is working just 
as it should. There are no faults, apart from those expected with age, such as a hard 
but un-pitted platen. The Radio is built very well, and was built in small quantities it 
seems. This one is serial number 1926, which | would guess is not a far different 
figure from the year in which it was manufactured. The touch is light and easy and 
the machine is quite handsome, with a large gold lettered Radio logo on the paper 
rest. The thing that puzzles me however is that the name és Radio! Maybe the 
manufacturers were trying to push the idea it was advanced in line with technology 
like the wireless (as we called it in the UK at that time). | think it’s strange to state that 
you would be typing on your radio. However, maybe the manufacturer could have 
followed the tradition of other German companies who named their machines after 
daughters, such as Erika, or maybe Monica. Though that could have been a wife or the 
latest squeeze of the owner or managing director of course! 

I'm sure that many will admire the quality of German machines across the board. 
The Ideal A and Stoewer machines are great favorites of mine and let's not forget the 
Adler and Triumph ranges. The quality on eBay (UK) is not too great at the moment 
however. | have seen a sorry Smith Premier No.10 with a missing carriage and platen 
listed at £70, the vendor praising and recommending its current and future use as a 
conversation piece. That it is if you like to look at a part machine with its ribbon 
disgorging into the type-basket and sporting plenty of rust and dust! There are also a 
number of Empires at prices between £180 and £220, which seems a bit steep. | 
guess that sellers maybe put their machines on the market when they see another 
one listed and put a ball park price close to the other one/s already on there. There is 
also a regular Imperial Good Companion listed at £280. When | was visiting my 
mother down at Dawlish in Devon a few weeks ago | visited a charity store and got a 
1944 Imperial Good Companion for £30, which | considered a bit pricey, but the 
money was going to a Mares and Foals rescue charity. My sister and mother are both 
horse riders which justified the purchase, and the Imperial types well too! The only 
jumping performed though is by the lazy fox! & 





| hope all the folks in the northern hemisphere have a good summer. Over here 
we have the hottest day of June on record recently, and | need some good weather to 
get my machines and give them the tender loving care they need. 
----------My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 --------~ ass 


1194 











Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Lynda Beckler 





M ore S h O es & G id d ens ! ! @ebaywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the second quarter of 2015. 
All prices have been converted to 
US dollars and, in the case of live 
auctions, do NOT Include the 
auctioneer’s fees. 






Blick 8 1/Tabulator and wood 750 
case 


|Americanindex | 406 | 


And the “no-sales:” 

















The seller described this one as “Original Condition” with 
a starting bid and Buy-it-Now of $9,100. 


Have to admit, it was tempting. | and 46 other 


people had it on our watch lists, but it failed to sell. Edison Mimeograph, listed at $10,500 

| have a funny feeling it will be relisted before too Excelsior Model 1 listed at $2,500 

long, so we may not have seen the last of it. These were from the Breker Auction 
and it’s possible they were sold on- 


Other than the obvious missing key levers and tops, it 


site. 
didn’t look all that bad.The serial number was A1213. 
“ 7) 

If | can ever finish the repairs to the current And the “Totally Clueless: 
occupants of my shop, | just might take on some- 
thing like this. But in the meantime, | bought a A Gundka for $5,000, 
gorgeous Blick 8 in perfect working condition © Royal Model SX for $2,500 

And a Royal “H” for $2,000 

# And if that little Diamant shows up again, be warned, it’s 


mine! 1195 











IN THE NEWS... 


‘Wacky’ typewriter-toting people are “at it” again! 


Scaring the bejesus out of Kohl’s and Walmart shoppers, who were just minding their own business! 


K@'HiksS 





Above: Neenah Police are investigating a 
suspicious package found near Kohl's-- April 2015 


The Neenah [Wisconsin] Police Department 
says a package found in a parking lot is 
harmless. The department says two typewriters 
were left behind and were left with no 
intentions of causing any disturbance 
or concern. 


Police were called Sunday evening to the 
parking lot near the Kohl’s and Walmart stores 
along Winneconne Avenue. 


“There was a citizen who was reporting to us, 
apparently understood what was going on here, 
and reported to us that they had gone 
shopping. They were putting things in the trunk 
and they had pulled two suitcases out to make 
room for the items they were putting in the 
trunk and forgot to put the suitcases back in,” 
said Chief Kevin Wilkinson. 


According to a Facebook post on_ the 
department’s page, the businesses along the 
north side of |Winneconne Avenue 
were inaccessible and police —_— were asking 
people to stay away from the area. 
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The Brown-Outagamie County Sheriffs Office 
Bomb Squad was also called to the scene. 


Another account of the incident: 


Chief Kevin Wilkinson says a woman 
called police around 5 p.m. reporting 
unusual behavior by a couple of men in 
the Walmart/Kohl’s parking lot area. 


Police say she reported the men drove 
away at a high rate of speed. At the same 
time the caller says she noticed two 
suitcases on the ground. 


Officials cleared the area. They shut 
down access to Kohl’s and Walmart, 
along with businesses on the north side 
of Winneconne Avenue. 


The Winnebago County Command 
Center, Brown-Outagamie County Bomb 
Squad and Neenah Police’s armored 
vehicle all responded to the scene. 


The bomb squad investigated the 
suitcases. Meanwhile, the people who 
accidentally left the suitcases contacted 
authorities, confirming they were not 
related to the men who left at a high rate 
of speed. 


“We had that information that the items 
were harmless in the suitcases, we had 
the bomb squad check them anyways 
and they determined in fact that it was 
two typewriter suitcases, containing 
typewriters,” said Neenah Police Chief 
Kevin Wilkinson. 














TYPE-IN at PRETZEL PARK in PHILADELPHIA 


Story and photos by Ray Montgomery 
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Above ad for Type-in by Philly Typer Mike McGettigan 





ERoUTht To You By 
Homeraw ~ 


Bussinmse 


S AMM Ch Wes 


oPHhy Bikes 


TR 








As with all types of collecting, getting 
together with like-minded collectors 
is always a pleasure. On May 16, | 
brought my light blue and dark gray 
Olympia SF Deluxe (1962) portable, 
photos of my collection, and two 
notebooks of  typewriter-related 
material to the type-in held in 
Manayunks’s Pretzel Park. Being my 
first type-in, | wasn’t sure exactly 
what | would find but was very 
pleased to see tables covered with 
different typewriters with children 
and adults typing away. 
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A quick round of introductions included the 
organizer, Michael McGettigan, a Staten 
Island vintage typewriter repairman 
(Hometown Business Machines), Michael 
Ardito, and Bryan Kruk, who in addition to 
being in high school, sells typewriters 
through his Typewriter 101 website. 





| set up my machine and did a quick show 
and tell of my collection and the typewriter 
documentation in my notebooks. Then it 
was off to look at the other machines 
brought to the session (see the attached 
photos). | was most impressed with the two 
Olivetti Rapidas, one in glossy black and the 
other in matte black finish (added them to 
my want list). | also liked the early 1960’s 
Cole Steel machine with its ball-peen light 
gray finish. | liked it so much that | added it 
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to my search list (good news - | acquired a 


very nice example in late May). 





| spent the rest of the get together talking 
about typewriters, typing on different 
models, and what | like best, exchanging 
stories about how we found the machine, 
their features, and which machine is our 
favorite “typer.” As to future type-ins, | was 
told there may be one later this year....let’s 
hope so. If you get the chance, | 
recommend attending the next one. 








Above photo by Bastiaan Slabbers/for NewsWorks 

















Type Writer Tales 


Adventures in Delaware: 

D-Day Meeting at Tom Russo's 

Museum of Business History and Technology 
by Martin A. Rice, Jr. 


Seven and a half hours of road hell finally puts 
me in Newark, Delaware, an hour late for the 
dinner that kicks off Type-n-Meet, Summer, 
MMxXV. But I'm in good company. Herman Price 
has only arrived some twenty minutes 
previously. 


Dinner orders have not arrived. I'm no worse 
off in that respect than anyone else. In other 
respects, | feel like I've been worked over by a 
two-by-four. The drive from Johnstown should 
only take four hours as Google maps it, but 
construction on route 70 had me sitting in lane- 
to-lane steel for two hours as | crept up to 
Hagerstown, Maryland. Peter Weil, gracious as 
always, gives me his sympathy. Herman 
commiserates_ relating his own tale of 
Pennsylvania Turnpike toxicity. But most of us 
are now here at Taverna on Main Street, 
Newark, Delaware, thank God, and not New 
Jersey. 


| share the table with Rich Mohlman from 
Chicago, Gigi Clark from California, Mark and 
Kim Frankena of Early Office Museum fame, 
and typewriter spouses Cornelia Weil and 
Connie Price. The food is great, the company 
better. The promise of conviviality is fulfilled. 
And, surprise of surprises, when asking around 
where everyone is staying, to a person we're all 
at the Red Roof Inn, except, of course, Peter 
and Cornelia who are residents of Newark. 
D-Day, 9 a.m., Saturday, June 6: We assemble 
at the Friendly's restaurant next to the motel. 
Joining us this morning is Giuliano Fanutti from 
Udine, Italy. 
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Herman tells Peter how glad he is not to stay in 
the Howard Johnson's as he did during the 
previous’ meeting in MMxXI. Peter informs 
Herman that the Red Roof Inn is the old 
Howard Johnson's. The topic is closed. Car- 
pooling seems like the best way to go to Tom 
Russo's Museum of Business History and 
Technology in Wilmington some fifteen miles to 
the north. 

In my car I'll take Rich Mohlman. Everyone else 
will go with Peter. I'll play follow the leader. It's 
not easy. Peter swings us onto route 495. Rich 
and | hang on as we reach speeds that, at their 
slowest, approach the speed limit. But, twenty 
minutes later we're delivered safe and sound at 
Tom Russo's. 


Tom Russo is there to open the doors and play 
host. | shouldn't say "play" host. Tom is the 
living embodiment of gracious hospitality. After 
a stint in the Navy, Tom worked for Remington 
for 17 years before opening his own business in 
1971. Eventually he became president of the 
National Office Machines Dealers Association in 
the 1980s. It was then that he became 
interested in collecting typewriters after 
acquiring his first, a Manhattan. To feed his 
collection he scours flea markets, Ebay, and his 
many contacts from 44 years in the office 
machines business. He tells me he "just looks 
around." One can see that it pays off. 


We drink in the sights of the world's most 
extensive privately owned museum of business 
technology. In one glass enclosed cabinet area 
barely three feet wide and five feet high is 
more than $100,000 worth of typewriter steel. 
It exhausts you to take it all in. It stuns, it 
stupefies. Some areas of the labrynthine 
cabinest contain machines so rare they defy 
evaluation--like the replica Hanson-Malling 
Writing Ball. There is his collection of 
arithmometers, the most extensive in the 
world. 





/| 
| A genuine arithmometer! 


Tom is bombarded by a multitude of questions. 
He fields them deftly—he dotes on us as a 
father on his eager children. My initial question 
was, "Just what is an arithmometer?" It's a 
device for adding, subtracting and multiplying 
that was in use from the late 18th century until 
the invention of the mechanical calculator in 
the late 19th century. An early one of these was 
the invention of the 17th century philosopher 
and polymath, G.W. F. Leibniz, but it did not 
receive wide use. 





In the entrance to the museum you are greeted 
on the left by a brass embossed Smith Premier 
understrike then a true contemporary rarity-- 
the first plain paper Xerox copier. The Russo 
example is possibly the only one extant since 
Xerox destroyed all the models that were 
returned to them on a trade-in basis when 
businesses up-graded. As | did the last time | 
was here, | peruse the assemblage of Olivers. 
Tom informs me of the one failing in a 
collection that is otherwise mind-blowing--he 
does not own an Oliver No. 1. 1200 











More typ-o-philes have joined us at the 
museum: Maddy and Jackson Allen, Bob 
Aubert, and his friend Francine, Steve and 
Karen Lehman, and Ray Montgomery. From 
Rochester, New York, arrive Josh DiMora and 
his mother Shannine. At the tender age of 15, 
Josh is the youngest member of our group. | 
was too polite to ascertain who was the oldest. 


After engorging upon the eye candy of the main 
floor, Tom invites us into the Remington Room. 
Examples of virtually every Remington 
typewriter ever made fill two walls. The main 
attractions here are an original Sholes and 
Glidden treadle model, complete and restored 
by Herman Kerz of Germany, and a Remington 
No. 2 inlaid with mother-of-pearl, the very 
model that was exhibited at the Chicago 
World's Fair of 1892. Not just the model, it is 
the one and same machine that was there. 


The Remington No. 2 that was exhibited at the 
Chicago's World Fair, 1892. 





We assemble around the large conference 
table to chat and enjoy refreshments 
generously provided by Tom. | find myself 
sitting next to Mark  Frankena--premier 
collector of pencil sharpeners. For some reason 
the subject of Philosophy comes up, the subject 
| teach .for the University of Pittsburgh. Mark 
mentions how his father also taught that very 
subject. Something starts to click deep in my 
near consciousness. Could this be right? Am | 
just making a vacuous connection? | need to 
test a hypothesis. | turn to Mark and put the 
question to him, "Your father wasn't William K. 
Frankena, was he?" William Frankena was one 










of the most well-known philosophers of ethics 
of the mid-20th century. | had read his material 
in graduate school and use it in my own 
courses. Mark's answer comes back a rather 
laconic, "Yes." I'm floored. |'m sitting next to 
the son of an icon of moral philosophy. "Dad 
thought the only profession worth pursuing 
was that of college professor," he adds. | agree- 
-as long as one teaches philosophy. The way 
Mark said it showed he doesn't. | keep my view 
to myself. Discretion is always the better part 
of valor ... and every other human activity. 


& 





Hammond No. 2 prototype with tabulator from patent office of the | 
National Cash Register Company. 


Tom introduces us to the newest inhabitants of 
the Remington Room: A Hammond No. 2 
prototype with tabulator, and a Remington No. 
5 with decaying, but intact, leather case. 
Neither Tom nor Herman had seen one before 
this. 
After a tour of the second floor of the museum, 
where Tom delights us with a history of the dial 
telephone, the slide rule, and the many 
publications being prepared by the museum, 
we take our lunch break at a local Italian 
restaurant, Tutti Fresco. One member of our 
group who was expected, but hasn't shown up, 
is Jack Knarr of Tampa, Florida. To find out 
what's a-foot | call him on the cell during lunch. 
He won't be making it to the meeting, so | put 
the phone on speaker and we give him a group, 
"Hello." He's most appreciative and we convey 
that we miss him. 
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After lunch it's time to return to Newark-- 
Delaware, thank God, and not New Jersey--to 
visit the Peter and Cornelia Weil collection, just 
chat, have “show-and-tell,” and perhaps some 
buy-and-sell as well. Rich and | again mount my 
SAAB 9-5, but this time | "find my own road," 
and well under the speed limit at that. 


Peter and Cornelia are every bit as gracious as 
Tom Russo. All of us now take the time to chat 
and get re-acquainted or acquainted for the 
first time. In trying to understand myself, I'm 
eager to know what attracts others to 
typewriter collecting. Rich Mohlman and Ray 
Montgomery are new to the hobby, so | start 
with them. Rich has been a collector of various 
objects. Mechanical things fascinate him. His 
collecting interest before typers was antique 
sewing machines. That led him to typewriters. 
They just "grabbed" him. From a collection of 
72 machines in southern Illinois, he bought 52 
machines at an unbeatable price then went for 
typewriter tools on Ebay, taught himself to 
repair the machines, and that landed him 
where he is today with a one time high of 300 
machines. 


SAA bs 
in Peter's backyard. From the left, Francine, Ray Montgomery, Maddy 
Allen, Jackson Allen, Bob Aubert. 


Ray Montgomery of Marlton, New Jersey, has 
been in the hobby about 18 months. During a 
visit to Powell's Book Store in Astoria, Oregon, 
he encountered an Olympia SG-l. He was 
thrilled. He bought it, and then two more. 





After scouring internet sites, like that of Richard 
Polt, he finally found Mike Brown who has 
repaired a number of machines for him. 


Almost all of us know the renowned Herman 
Price and | was curious about what drew him 
into the hobby and on to be one of premier 
collectors in the United States. Herman had 
used an Olivetti 32 in high school. On a visit to 
Salisbury, Pennsylvania, he encountered what 
he described to me as "the cutest little machine 
he had ever seen" at an antique emporium. He 
showed a picture of it to his wife. 

For Christmas of that year, 1993, his mother-in- 
law surprised him by presenting him with the 
very machine he had seen in Salisbury--a 
folding Corona No. 3. He was "hooked." At the 
Heidelberg Antique Mall near Pittsburgh he 
then encountered an Oliver No. 5. He went 
back to look at it three times before he finally 
bought it. Next came a red folding Corona and 
his collection took off. 


Peter (front) instructs Josh on the wonders of the Crandal No. 3. 


Show-and-tell, 
machines up for sale, two of mine and one of 
Josh's. Josh has a very nice Royal Heritage 
model for sale, a steal at $15. But | already have 
one, so | pass. | have a Canadian Oliver portable 
for sale, a Patria machine, and an Empire 


buy-and-sell, sees three 








Aristocrat from the late 50s. There's no interest 
in the Patria which doesn't disappoint me since 
it's a nice typer with a great feel to it. As | told 
Rich, if it doesn't sell, I'm not unhappy. The 
Empire Aristocrat is another story. It's a 
compact machine, a pretty machine. But in 
typing, | rate it as poorly as an Everest. The 
keyboard is about as responsive as a rock. | 
seldom use it for that reason. As | tell Giulano, 
"En mi coleccion, si no trabajas, no comes." (In 
my collection, if you don't work, you don't eat.) 
So, it has to go. Rich Mohlman falls in love with 
it, so it's his. 
















| Giuliano Fanutti, Herman Price, Rich Mohiman. 


Sunday a remnant meet for one last breakfast, 
the Prices, the Weils, Gigi, and |. Peter tells me 
how to avoid the tolls in leaving Delaware and | 
will take his advice. Returning to the motel to 
retrieve my car | run into Giuliano and after one 
last "Chou" I'm off to Pennsylvania with my 
memories of another great meeting in tow. 
Most of these people | will see again at 
Herman's in the fall. Even Giuliano will return 
from Italy, such is the magnetism of our 
beloved machines and the hospitality of the 
typist. 
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TAMPA TYPE-IN 


& By Jack Knarr Photos by Paper Seahorse 





Tampa, FL—Two summers ago 
when my dear old Mother passed away, 
I was suddenly forced to abandon my 
Piney digs in New Jersey—and the 
dozens of wonderful old typewriters, 
and my great friends in the northeast— 
and move all by my lonesome to this 
lonely old retirement state. 









Almost immediately I found that the 
house I inherited has no cellar to it and 
no attic or storage shed—no place to 
store the best of my lifetime collection 
of typewriters. 







Jack’s small house in Tampa. (Photo credit Google maps.) 


As an afterthought, I checked the 
roster of collectors that is compiled 
annually by the editors of the Early 
Typewriter Collectors Association, and 
I was stunned to find that there was 
only ONE person listed as living in 
Florida, a collector named Gary Bothe, 
and he resides way up in the northern 
panhandle, hundreds of miles away! 
Sadly, | realized there likely wouldn't 
be a lot of monthly or seasonal get- 
togethers, as we enjoy in the Northeast. 


These gatherings are half the joy of 
collecting, from Carl Strange and 
Dennis Clark’s in Connecticut to Peter 
Weil and Mike Brown’s and Herman 
Price’s places in the mid-Atlantic states. 


Oh, Jesus, what am I going to do? It 
took me two weeks of searching the 
Tampa thrift shops to find a functioning 
electric portable typewriter that I could 
use to write letters. I began to feel as 
though I were in the middle of a desert! 





Then suddenly out of nowhere last 
April came word that a type-in was 
being held at a brand new business, the 
Paper Seahorse a few blocks away from 
my house (!), at 211 S. Howard Ave., in 
a neat old freshly-renovated house. In 
Tampa! In my time here, there had 
been no _ indication that anybody 
besides my lawyer in all of Florida 
knew what the hell a_ typewriter 
actually was! 





But I climbed the steps on the date of 
the type-in, and was met by store 
operators Randy Rosenthal, 50, and his 
wife Tona K. Bell; they invited me in, 
and I saw there were typewriters all 
over the place, and ten or twenty young 
people in there banging away on them. 
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Jesus, this sounded like my old city 
room at the Trentonian newspaper in 
Trenton, NJ. Such sweet music! Oddly, 
though, the machines. were all 
portables, mostly late-Twenties Royals, 


of so many different colors. It was 


ironic then that I had brought along my 
own personal favorite portable of the 
same vintage, my sweet candy-apple 
red Royal from 1928. And these kids 
couldn’t keep their hands off it, after 
they saw the oddball art-deco typeface 
on it, something called “Vogue.” 








Greeting cards, pencils, papers, candy, 
books: There were all sorts of things 
for sale at the Paper Seahorse, and the 
adjoining store, Inkwood Books. There 
were several repainted typewriters for 
sale as well. For some two hours, these 
youngsters and I (a sickly old 72-year- 


old) chatted away about the old Royals 
and hammered away on some old 
folded paper that had been partly used 
at a previous type-in. And they weren’t 
just typing the old slogan that I always 
use on strange machines, the trusty 
“The quick brown fox jumped over the 
lazy dog’s tail.” One example: “Hello. I 
used to own a typewriter! I really 
enjoyed typing on it too. But I deal with 
stress by getting rid of things, even 
things I use all the time. So now I don’t 
have it anymore. Of all the things OI 
have impulsively gotten rid of during 
hard times, I miss my typewriter 
second-most.” 


Oh good Lord, I quietly wondered 
what she had gotten rid of that she 
misses most. 


The young woman to my left was 
typing away madly and smiling as she 
did, and I glanced down at her sheet of 
paper, and then I smiled, too. I asked if 
she would mind if we published her 
letter, and Stephanie Bedenfield smiled 
and said, “Sure.” 





to celebrate National Poetry and Letter Writing Month. The 
open house consisted of writing and mail art classes. 
Tampa’s first Type-In and a screening of the documentary 
Making Mail. 
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Well, I read that and almost screamed 
with laughter. What a quote: “I would 
write your name in ALL CAPS, but you 
are a lower case man.” HAH! 


I gathered up a few typings before | 
packed up the little red Royal, when I 
came upon a sweet little note written 
by Randy Rosenthal to his wife Tona. 
She had obviously set up the paper 
store for the type-in, and Randy wrote: 





Here is what she wrote: She was 
writing in the red Vogue typeface: To 
whom, she didn’t say: 


To my beautiful princes s.oe 


co ss Wow8 Whet ¢ beautiful space you 
Dear you, have mede for beavtitul people 
aie ee who share your love of papers 
| om typiag this letter to 
you on a reel typewriter. } 
howe to work herd to engege 1 LOVE YOU 
the keys, almos? es hard as 
} hed $o work of engeging yovo 


@ VOUSUCKO tooks dignified a 
this ¢omt., 1 would write yawr 
name Im Ald GAPS but you are Ready. 
@ lower €ese men, 


Your Mang: 











There is no aytoscorrect on 
this machine, Good thing | 
com Freaking spell itke s bed 
@$8el won Mr, Finkbiner8s 7th 
gtede English Spelling Bee, . 


PoSo Where would you Itke to go for 
6 celebratory drink? 


what did you do In 7th grade? 
Play marbles? Smoke weedZ look 
vader Sherri Fuquets skirt? 


pitting the 
Stig te 


1 am welcoming whatever comes 
or whoewer comes (and YES, 1 
mean this te bea double entendre 


fom shitting keys and toking 
nemes. Watch your beck spsce, 


love, 


& Stetent 


PeS. YOU SUCK YOU StuCK You SUCK 





Above: The typing bar at the Paper Seahorse is where visitors 
could type on various machines from the 20’s to the 60’s. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


Hello all! Hard to believe that more than a year has 
sped by since many of us had the distinct pleasure of 


attending the International Typewriter 
Convention, in Milwaukee, WI in August. 


Tell your pals about TypEx! 





Collectors 


| still have many fond memories of that gathering. My wish is that all of you reading this 
column will be able to make it to the next meeting, or better yet, organize one of you 
own, regional or otherwise. Type-In’s (which seem to be easier to organize) can be 
another way to interact with fellow collectors, typists, and enthusiasts. 


Sadly, the typewriter community lost a long-time member: Cuyler Warner (“Ned”) 
Brooks Jr. Ned died August 31%‘, 2015. Reportedly, the 77-year-old had been on his 
roof making repairs when he fell off and died. He lived in Lilburn, GA and was and had 


been an engineer at NASA, in Hampton, Virginia. 


condolences to his family. 


The Typex family extends our 


We did meet with other friends in Europe like Marco & Heidi Frei in Switzerland, 
Hermann & Helga Kur in Cologne, and Paul & Ann Marie, and Rushka Robert in 
Amsterdam. And we hope to include a story about them in the next issue. We just 
missed Lars Borrmann in Gunzenhausen, Germany, but fell in love with his little town. 


Stories, photos, tall tales and articles are welcomed at any time. 
BEST WISHES TO ALL------------ AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< >< ><> <> <>< ><> <> <>< ><> <>< >< ><> <> <>< ><> <> <>< ><> 
News from Overseas: by Nick Fisher, England 


Summer in the UK has been indifferent to say the least, so it was with trepidation that I 
took a number of typewriters to the War Weekend at my local heritage railway. The weather 
forecast was awful but held over the two days. I took along a number of German machines, 
including a Rheinmetall, a couple of Olympia ‘Robusts’, Groma, Continental and Adler 37. On 
the allied side I had a couple of British Olivers (15 and 20 in War Finish) an Underwood Leader 


and a Remington Compact, complete with all its wartime correspondence. 


It is hardly 


surprising that they were less of a draw than the military events, complete with heavy machine 
gun fire etc. However, I had a number of people, mostly elderly or the young, who were happy 


to tap away on the Groma standard and Underwood. 


I also found a few people who were 


interested in the history, but overall people were ‘under-awed’, though I did detect some 
interest in the German machines from the guys into German military history. Next year I plan 
on getting to my local Festival which is held about three quarters of a mile from where I live 
which will probably attract a greater variety of people and is just held for one day. 


One of the questions I was asked at the Wartime show was if I repainted machines, to 
which I answered the negative. Having just found a box fresh example of a Noiseless portable 
(serial # 5745) I have to make the decision to leave it pretty much as I found it. Luckily the 
machine is in untouched and overall in working condition, but the rubber parts are beyond help, 
so I will clean it to ‘looker’ state and keep it that way. Maybe someone in the future will replace 
the rollers. It is something I do not want to attempt. In addition I have managed to find a 
Vasanta (serial # 14702) which came with an odd set of ribbon spools. Luckily I had a pair 
complete with pin-striping salvaged from a ‘bum’ buy a few years ago. The problem with the 
Vasanta is the die cast parts which comprise the guides for the shift. Although a typically 
crazed nugget of metal fell out of the machine on delivery it works; if it will do so in another 
twenty or so more years I have no idea. Another addition has been a nice gloss finished British 
Oliver 15 from 1940 (serial # EA21651). Shipped upside down and particularly badly wrapped 
the machine had crushed type-bars and bent guide rail when delivered, which prompted the 
initial feeling that the machine was a goner, but a deal of patience saw the machine working 
again. It took a few concentrated hours to get the alignment right. 


Talking of Olivers the T.V. series “Ripper Street’ may have made its way to the U.S.? 
Set in the Whitechapel area of London where Jack the Ripper operated, the yarn’s subject 
matter is pretty dark. It regularly features an Oliver, probably a model 9, but in the last episode 
also featured a Royal 10 used to help blow a safe, using the weight of the machine to detonate 
the charge. The typewriters are not right for the period as the rest of the props seem to suggest 
a setting in the 1880s, at latest. It’s still a good story though, if you see it. 
As it now approaches the end of the year I will be attempting a few sustained restoration and 


conservation jobs on projects over the winter. 


projects you have planned! 
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Enjoy your autumn, any acquisitions and 





Online 
Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Mike B. filling-in for Lynda Beckler 
What is it??!! 
An early blind Remington 
Experimental Electric a 





@ebaywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2015. 

All prices have been converted to US 
dollars and, in the case of live 
auctions, do NOT Include the 
auctioneer’s fees. 


Blind Remington Experimental Electric | 4,813. 
Everest portable “red” script typestyle | 3,050. 
Williams No. 1 straight keyboard 
Royal QDL gold plated portable/case 2,000. 
1,593. 








Royal portable No. 2 in green w/case 211. 

Densmore No. 5 for repair 165. 

2. Folding Corona No. 3 w/case #52. 

ig ng i ny Py, A Py Oliver No. 3 (Lid only) 99. 
=~ S-B-P~E~H-S = Fox wide ribbon tin 49. 
5 @ 9909 Ft aes 3 Mickey Mouse toy typewriter 16. 





Vintage Simplex Santa ad 2. 


And the “no-sales:” 

Sholes Visible at $4,500. 

Smith-Corona Silver plated port. $3,700. 
Collection of 10 typewriters at $3,500. 
Commercial Visible No. 6 at $2,825. 


DISCLAIMER: This issue Lynda is tending 
to some personal business and asked to 
be excused from her column. Your Editor 
has ‘tried’ to fill-in for Lynda but we hope 
she will return in the New Year. 
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What | Did... 
On My Summer Vacation 


By Mike Brown 


| know that many of you have been hanging by a thread since 
you read in the last issue of Typex that Mike Brown would be 
embarking on a so-called “trip of a lifetime” in October of 2015. 


Well wait no more as | relate to you just what went down. 

Keep in mind that this trip was designed for my wife and myself 
to enjoy the fruits of our hard earned labor. BUT, once a 
typewriter guy—always a typewriter guy. So my wife allowed 
me to do SOME typewriter hunting along the way. 


So the first thing | did was book a room at the HOTEL SEE BLICK, 
in Kirchheim, Germany. (See picture below) 


Unfortunately, | did not see even one Blick in the whole place. 
If spite of that, we did manage to have a lot of fun anyway. 


a es 
rg re LS 


Hotel Seeblick 


But, not a guy who gives up easily, we made our way to 
Cologne, Germany and wow! The very first thing | laid eyes on 
was a large building the proudly displayed the sign the reads: 
HERMES! | was in luck after all. So we marched right in, only to 
be disappointed by finding a bunch of high-end fashion items. 
Can you believe? | asked if they sold any typewriters there, and 
they didn’t even know what a typewriter was. Go figure! 


ae 


HERMES 





Well, all this typewriter searching was making the both of us 
really hungry, so by the time we reached Lake Como, Italy we 
asked the locals where we could find some good food (and 
typewriters). The man suggested we try the Bennett store 
around the corner. He said they sell everything there. GREAT! 
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So we rushed over there hoping to find a large selection a 
Bennett’s but bad luck again! All they had was groceries. 





So my wife said, “Mike, don’t get discouraged,” tomorrow we 
arrive at Gunzenhausen, Germany, and surely you will discover 
a typewriter there. Call it women’s intuition but not long after 
we arrived and were touring the town all of sudden | see a sign 
in the distance: OLIVER! YES! There is a God after all. So we 
ran right in and looked all around. They even had antique 
phonograph records in there and lots of finely tailored clothing. 
But again, no typewriters. Just so it wasn’t a total bust, my wife 
did buy a new winter coat and scarf. 





Not a fellow that is easily deterred, so we kept on walking and 
wouldn’t you know it. PAYDIRT. My wife said “there, right 
there!” An Olivetti portable! OK! It is a portable, and it is an 
Olivetti, and it is a postcard, and it does have a kitty cat in the 
picture, but! did fall hopelessly in love and decided to bring her 
home and add her to the collection. See kitty below. Moral: 
Never give up the search---there are gems still out there! 














































_ATrip to the Mitterhofer 
@ Museum in Partschins, Italy 


Nestled in the Italian Alps (near heaven/... 





Ever since | learned about a place called the Mitterhofer 
Museum, as a passionate collector | dreamed of going there. 
Folks, that day has come for me and my wife! The first part of 
this experience involves driving to the museum from a 
playground of the rich and famous at Lake Como, Italy 


Above: Stelvio Pass in the Italian Alps. (One of the world’s most dangerous 
(George Clooney has a home there.) 


roads.) 


We got the feeling that we were ascending up the stairs to 
heaven, and not long after reached the pearly gates when | 
saw the sign at the entrance to the museum. Our host, 
museum curator and creator Kurt Ryba (“The Heavenly 
Father”) was there to greet us 


@ Above: Lake Como, Italy 
na 

The museum did not disappoint as its namesake Peter 

Mitterhofer and one of his original machines (on loan), along 

with 1500 others are on display there. For the uninitiated the 

museum was built in honor of Peter Mitterhofer, one of the 


machine’s many accredited inventors (of the type-writer), 
and with the help of typewriter collector Kurt Ryba’s donation 





“for all times and as an inalienable cultural heritage.” It is four 
floors of typewriter (and calculators and paperwork and 


displays) of everything from A to Z. (Below photo Mitterhofer 
Above: We were lucky enough to bump into Tom Hanks while he was typing replica.) 
some notes on his Smith-Corona! (Disclaimer: We did not see or meet with 
Tom Hanks, but with my sense of humor, | thought it would be fun to insert 
his photo here.) 





Taking the scheduled routes to get there leads us up the 

Italian Alps to a world famous road called the Stelvio Pass. 

This is a white-knuckle ride leading to an elevation of 2,757 m 

(9,045 ft.) above sea level. It is the highest paved mountain 

pass in the Eastern Alps. Its seventy-five hairpin turns, 48 of 
og them on the northern side numbered with stones that are a 
challenge to motorists. 
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It’s easy to understand how Mitterhofer who was raised and 
lived in this enchanted land was inspired from the heavens 
above to create such a marvelous machine. For more reading 
visit Georg Sommeregger’s wonderful blog about 
Mitterhofer’s home at: 


http://sommeregger.blogspot.com/2014/06/where-peter- 
mitterhofer-roamed.html 














Above: Photo showing a diorama of Mitterhofer and his invention. Photo 
credit and thanks to Georg Sommeregger 


Do you like toy typewriters? Well, there are shelves and 
shelves of them filled with nearly every kind conceivable! 
Hey, maybe you are into the antiques? | saw a German 
Enigma encryption machine, Sholes & Glidden, Edison 
Mimeograph, Hansen Writing Ball, Ford, Franklin, 
Crandall, and an Odell. 


At the time of our visit the museum was featuring “The Story 
of Cryptology.” A photo below shows one of their displays. 


Reportedly one of the Enigma’s was brought up from a 
sunken ship. 
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The museum boasts over 100 full size posters and below is a 
photo of the Olympia showing an SG1. 








Kurt told us that the museum collection began about 30 years 
ago when he purchased the Steinbeck collection on 5* Ave. 
in N.Y.C. then he kept adding to the collection and decided i 
would make a great tribute to Mitterhofer, so he built an 
opened the museum about 10 years ago. He told us how he 
started his own successful company and then sold it to |.B.M. 
and then went to work for |.B.M as a consultant. 


He said they were the best nine years of his life, and he was 
also consulting for Fiat at the same time, so his skills were 
really in demand and some of the consulting was for defense 
contracting and systems. 


As we toured the museums four floors we saw many rare 
machines and many name variants that this veteran collector 
had never seen. For example, a Taylorix (combo typewriter 
and adding machine for bookkeeping, a full sized Optima with 
Arabic typestyle, a coin-operated Corona flat-top, a Ruf 
bookkeeping machine, a Hamann (Smith-Corona electric), an 
Eichner (I.B.M. Model “C” electric typewriter, a Frister & 
Rossman Caligraph from Berlin with and Arabic keyboard, an 
Edelmann with a ribbon (one of two known to exist) , an 
Original Malling Hansen, a Viro Type with the rare original 
leather case, a Taurus pocket typewriter built for a spy in 
1908, and a double Mignon. The Mignon was a running jok 
at the museum as when other “experts” visited the vauseur 
and saw it, they concluded that it was indeed a one-of-a-kind, 
and wrote various stories about it in the journals. 


2012 











Only to find out much later that it was a “fake” that was two And this is only the machines that are in the lower lever. Then 
machines welded together to make it look like one. we go upstairs to see some of the absolute “prizes” that are 
contained within. A diorama depicting Chris Sholes and his 
daughter Lillian seated at a decorated Sholes & Glidden 
perched on an original Sholes wrought iron table. 


When we entered the museum one of the first thing we saw 
& was Frau Bachmann sitting guard over the entire operation. 








Kurt was very kind and spent lots of time explaining all about 


the features to my wife Carrie who was only too happy to Not far away another Sholes & Glidden typewriter displayed 
learn more about these magical machines from an expert like right next to an early Remington No. 2 blindwriter. 
Kurt. 
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Awide carriage Williams accompanied by a stunning Williams 
poster. 


». — reece 


Kurt goes on to explain that as the museum progressed he 
learned that many of the visitors were NOT collectors and 
they got lost and overwhelmed with all the many displays. At 
that point he and his staff realized that it was very important 
to arrange the machines in chronological order and include 
posters and written text so that the novice visitor could better 
understand the progression and development of the 
typewriter from the 1870’s all the way through the 1960’s and 
70’s. He realized that dedicated collectors and experienced 
folks like myself could understand the displays just fine. But 
for the younger folks and especially those that are not familiar 
with their history this is an important step in maintaining the 
museum for the public. In this humble writer’s opinion, Kurt 
and his amazing staff (especially Maria Mayr) have done an 
incredible job in maintaining this truly world-class museum. 


He talks about how this has been a labor of love and how after 
all these years he still spends about two hours every day 
searching for more “gems” to add to this already impressive 
collection. 


Of course a favorite of visitors from experienced to novice 
had to be the gold case of the Royal QDL portable and the 
German Princess just stunning in their own right. (top next.) 








And just in case one gets “lost” on the inside of all this beauty, 


just look out the window of the second floor to remember 
just how close to “heaven” you really are. 





It is with grateful and fond wishes that my wife Carrie and | 
wish to thank Kurt Ryba (below right) and Maria Mayr (below 
left) for their warm and generous nature, and their time spent 
with us, memories we will treasure for many years to come. 


Long live the Mitterhofer Museum! 
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Sleuthing the Path to 
ato a Rare 
Blickensderfer 


By Rob Blickensderfer 


Peter Weil, that inveterate collector of 
ephemera and a typewriter detective, from time 
to time sends me old photos of Blickensderfer 
typewriters and other Blickensderfer ephemera. 
Usually they are advertisements or a photo of a 
typist at his/her desk with a Blickensderfer 
typewriter. Recently I received an email from 
Peter with the picture shown here of the store 
front of a Blickensderfer dealer. 





Peter found the image in a June 1985 
Gutenberg Museum catalog (Eine Ausstellung 
zur Geschicte der Schriebmaschine, p. 63. He 
thought the shop was in Amsterdam or 
Rotterdam. I looked at the picture and sent it on 
to Paul Robert in The Netherlands. 


Paul emailed me that he too had received the 
picture from Peter. Apparently it piqued Paul's 
interest because in a few days I received this: 

“H. E. Longini was a Belgian 
distributor of typewriters, calculators and office 
furniture, based in Brussels. That was the only 


reference I could find to the company, except 
that I saw some classifieds for antique office 
furniture bearing the name in Holland. Also, the 
shop in Brussels would have had a store front in 
French, not in Dutch, even if it had been a 
branch office in Flanders.” 

“For Holland the architecture here is typical 
for the late 19th century. The entrance to the 
store would have been on the left, behind the 
man. The door behind him leads to upstairs 
apartments. Four floors of apartments, which 
would only have existed in this style in 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam. I could not find the 
name Longini anywhere here, but fortunately 
they recently put some old telephone directories 
online and the number 6775 in Amsterdam 
belonged to a house painter on one of the canals 
in Amsterdam, so it had to be Rotterdam. The 
1910 Rotterdam directory gave number 6775 to 
one O. Jahn, representative of... yes... H.E. 
Longini. The first earlier directory is 1906 and 
does not list the number. The first later one is 
1913 when the same number is in someone 
else’s name. | 

Complication: The address given for O. Jahn 
in 1910 is Boschje 16a, which does not match 
the number 30 on the door in the photo and 30a 
on the shop front. So he may have moved 
before or after 1910. The man in the photo is 
probably Mr. O. Ja 

Paul sent this photo of Boschje in the 1890s, 
saying it was bombed in 1940 and there is 
nothing left of it. 
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I then forwarded all of the information to my 
step son, Erik Reid, who lives in Amsterdam 
and knows Paul. A few days later I received a 
reply from Erik, who simply said he found a 
site and “It says the shop was in Rotterdam. 


The information source cited is Museon, 
which is a museum in The Hague.” It was 
encouraging that Paul and Erik agreed that the 
store was in Rotterdam. I opened the site, not 
expecting much. But a small picture appeared 
that did look as though it could be a 
Blickensderfer typewriter. The picture was easy 
to enlarge and --- I almost fell out of my chair. 
A Blickensderfer 3. Well, not a true early 3, but 
nevertheless, a nameplate that is new to me and 
probably fairly rare. 


BLICKENSDERFER 
H. E. Longini 
Brussels & 
Rotterdam 
3 





The typewriter is a very nice No. 7. The 
serial number of 135,168 gives it a year of 
manufacture of 1909, and the mechanical 

features that I can identify agree with that date. 


The keyboard letters are arranged for the 
German language as used on the typewriters 
sold by Groyen & Richtmann in Koeln. It seems 
strange that the keyboard is not like the one 
adopted for French and used on the Dactyl 
typewriters sold in Paris. And as Peter pointed 
out, the number 3 is common with the Dactyl 3 
which is also a No. 7 machine of that era 
manufacture of 1909, and the mechanical 
features that I can identify agree with that date. 
The keyboard letters are arranged for the 
German language as used on the typewriters 
sold by Groyen & Richtmann in Koeln. It seems 
strange that the keyboard is not like the one 
adopted for French and used on the Dactyl 
typewriters sold in Paris. And as Peter pointed 
out, the number 3 is common with the Dactyl 3 
which is also a No. 7 machine of that era. 


| am excited that we found this 
Blickensderfer, although the “we” should not 
include me. It was the sleuths who did it. Many 
thanks to Peter, Paul, and Erik for their 
sleuthing. 


Some readers probably have wondered if | 
actually have a family connection to George C. 
Blickensderfer. The answer is Yes! | am the 
closest living relative, namely, the eldest first 
cousin (age 86) two generations removed from 
George. George had only one child, a daughter 
who died at age 15. Another way of putting it is 
that my great-great-grandfather, Jacob 
Blickensderfer, and George's father, Nathan, 
were brothers. Any other Blickensderfer 
cousins (except my brother) who are related to 
George are at least one generation farther 
down. 
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Book Review: 





The - Typewriter A Graphic History of the Beloved Machine 
By Ray Montgomery 


Are you looking for a present or gift for 
a typewriter collector or fan? Let me 
suggest a copy of “The Typewriter: A 
Graphic History of the Beloved 
Machine.” Just published in September 
2015 by a Canadian publisher, 
UPPERCASE publishing Inc., — this 
informative and colorful hardcover 
book is an excellent choice. The cover is 
shown in Photograph 1 below; 





portions of the table of contents are 
shown in Photograph 2 below 
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and Photograph 3 as seen below: 





A close look at the subsections reveals 
the breadth of the topics covered in this 
fine read. The publishing information is 
provided at the end of this review. 


The book gives the new collector (such 
as myself), a grand tour of typewriter 
history starting with a chapter 
describing its invention followed by a 
separate chapter covering the 1900’s 
through the 1980's. The most 
enjoyable and informative aspects of 
this book are the typewriter artifacts 
and ephemera shown throughout the 
book. In the auythor’s words, this book 
“...iS designed to be a beautiful ode to 
all-but-obsolete creative companion.” 


After spending several hours looking at 
it, it is that. 














Book Review: 


The - Typewriter A Graphic History of the Beloved Machine 





By Ray Montgomery 


The book itself is well-made reflecting 
the author’s graphical and publishing 
talents and skills. 


The pictures and artwork are clear, 
colorful and provide an appreciation as 
to the variety and scope of typewriter- 
related items associated with the 
manufacturer, advertising, sale, and 
use. Of particular note are the excellent 
pictures of typewriters and other 
collectables. 


Drawn from the author’s collection, the 
book also includes material from the 
following collectors; Martin Howard, 
Greg Fudacz, and Georg Sommeregger. 
Other photos were provided by Jane 
Bernstein, Kate Elliott, Micah 
MacDowell, David Monderer, and 
Kristie Tweed. 


As a bonus, the book includes an insert 
entitled “How to be a Super Secretary,” 
a pamphlet produced by Remington 
Rand in 1951. It too is a fine example of 
the publishing art, although _ its 
contents reflect the attitudes and work 
culture of 1951. Another fine touch is 
the protective shipping box. 


(See Photograph 4 next column). 








For the collector and those interested 
in an amazing piece of technology, | 
strongly recommend you add this to 
your library, you won't be 
disappointed. NOTE: | have no 
business, or 


personal, financial 


relationship with the author or 


publisher. 


Book Details 


Title: The Typewriter - A Graphic History of the 
Beloved Machine 


Author: Janine Vangool 


Publisher: UPPERCASE 
Calgary, Alberta, CANADA 


publishing _ Inc., 


Publish date: September 2015 
Website: uppercasetypewriter.com 
IBSN: 978-1-927987-01-8 Pages: 336 


Price: $45.00 Canadian Dollar (CAD), Shipping 
(to NJ): $28.78 CAD 


Format: Hardcover 
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& Better known as “Mr. Hermes.” (Poster below.) 


On a beautiful fall day, Georg was kind 
enough to be interviewed by my wife Carrie 
and myself on our recent trip through 
Europe. 


He told us that works for the Swiss 
Immigration service administration and is 
Se very passionate about collecting 
typewriters. 


His favorite is Hermes (he pronounces it 
as Her-Mess). He is currently compiling 
data on Hermes that he hopes to turn into a 
book. Because Switzerland is “Hermes- 
land” he focuses on them. 


His first portable came from a thrift shop 
at age 13, now he boasts close to 400 
machines! He sees typewriters as living 
objects that people should use and type on. 
He says younger collectors are doing that in 
increasing numbers. 


My wife noted that on his coffee table 
was a new book that he had just got in the 
mail. It was by Janine Vangool and titled: 
The Typewriter, A Graphic History of the 
Beloved Machine. Georg praised the book 

ase especially for all the great pictures and 
photos it contains. 


MEET WITH GEORG SOMMEREGGER in Basel, Switzerland 





Georg also told us he likes paperwork of 
all kind also and spends a lot of his “free” 
time searching library’s and archives to add 
to his trove of historical information. 


He likes to organize type-ins and has 
done so with varying results. Telling us he 
could see as many as 50 attend or 
sometimes as few as three or four. He 
encourages young people to get involved. 
(Below: Georg with his red Mignon No. 2 
index typewriter) 


George is just really a likeable guy and his 
passion for all things typewriter is very 
evident. (Below Georg shows Carrie his 
stunning Princess portable in light green 
and cream.) 





At the end, | ask Georg if anything is for sale. 
He replies, “I’m a collector, it’s hard to let go.” 


Yes! Aman after my own heart. 
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PARTING SHOTS 


Actual 1955 photograph of: “Getting carried away” with your typewriter. 
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Can this really be a category? Well, Guinness World Records says YES! 





Story on page 1227 















(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 

More on our “trip of a lifetime.” 

We did meet with other friends in Europe like Marco & 
Heidi Frei in Switzerland, Hermann & Helga Kerz in 
Cologne, and Paul & Ann Marie Robert in Amsterdam. 
And have included a story about them in this issue, as 
promised. We just missed Lars Borrmann in 
Gunzenhausen, Germany, but fell in love with his little town and got some interesting 
information while visiting and that is included as well. 

In other news, I’m sad to report that two of our beloved colleagues have been 
“under the weather.” Jack Knarr took a spill around Thanksgiving and has been laid up 
ever since. Last | heard he his slowly recovering and we all wish him a fast and 
complete recovery. We love you Jack. 

Lynda Beckler has also been out of commission and asked me to “fill-in” for her at 
the ONLINE News desk, and I’m only too happy to comply. But | must say my column 
does not reach up to hers on any given day. So, we all wish Lynda a speedy recovery 
and miss her stellar writing/reporting skills. Lynda has told me she anticipates to be 
back at her “news desk” and hope to be in print for the May issue of Typex! We love 
you Lynda! 

Many thanks to all of you who sent in renewal payments promptly/early. This 
always makes my job a little easier, so | can concentrate on making the issues the best 
they can be. Bravo for 2016, let's all make it a GREAT (Typewriter) YEAR! 

Stories, photos, tall tales and articles are welcomed at any time. 
BEST WISHES TO ALL AND TAKE CARE! 
Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
<>< ><> <>< ><> <o <>< co CoCo CoCo <> Co <> <>< ><> <> <o<><c> 


A happy new year to all readers of TypEx! Each year | find that the scope for 
collecting typewriters and interest in the machines swells, just a little. 
| recently acquired a machine which sums up an alternative attraction to the collecting 
passion. It is a Victor 2 (#4661). These machines are rare in the U.K., possibly not so 
rare in the U.S., hence why | took all the bother or obtaining one from Connecticut. 
When | bought it | wondered at my sanity, given the obvious distress of the machine. 
On receipt of my Victor | took a deal of time getting out the accumulated dust of years, 
probably the result of decades at the back of a garage, where it was unearthed. There 
was so much debris that | discovered a type cleaning brush in the Victor's innards and 
the ‘missing’ ribbon spool. The carriage was stuck and it was unclear as to what would 
function. Amazingly, after a number of hours work most of the machine seemed to be 
okay, and with the replacement of only a small spring in the escapement it worked. | 
decided to leave it in cleaned condition as this is probably as close to the state it was 
originally dumped into its last resting place. After cleaning the type and replacement of 
the ribbon it is working again, though it took a couple of minutes to puzzle how the 
ribbon threaded. 

| guess, like a number of people, | like to get my machines in tip-top condition if | 
can, but | have found spaces for some machines with patina. They have an integrity 
that comes from all that grime, the chips and wear that show a long and hard life, a bit 
like the wrinkles and laughter lines of an elderly person. It seems to me to be wrong to 
alter that condition, that it will in some way destroy the story of the individual machine. 
| can tell that my Victor has been used hard and long and refurbished at some point in 
its life, when decals for a No.3 model have been applied directly over the original 
pinstripes at the front of the typewriter. This machine was not loved, it was a tool 
which was shelved, probably when that spring broke in the escapement. It is bashed 
and weary, as it should be! | am grateful to the seller, who shipped the machine well 
packed and with the carriage return lever detached, as these are often broken. 

The eBay market in the U.K. has been quite active but with some outrageous prices 
being asked for some pretty ordinary typewriters, such as a Remington 5 portable for 
£350 and an Oliver MDT3 (Voss) for £395! There has also been an L.C. Smith listed 
with no platen, which was described as working and rare. How many times is the word 
rare or for that matter ‘stunning’ used inappropriately in listings? 
| have been again fortunate to get a perfect Diamant three bank portable with good 
case (#10269) and a Bing Student. The latter has key rings rather than the pressed 
aluminium key tops usually found on these machines. It has been well used which 
seems to refute the idea that these machines were designed as toys. | have also 
picked up a Swift Elite three bank portable (#E40406) in its original wooden case, 
which had been in the vendor's family for at least sixty five years. These are 
remarkably finely engineered and finished machines, just like the full size standard 
models. If you like great engineering get a Stoewer. | look forward to a few more 
additions to my collection over the next year, though | really must resist, honestly. 
How many of you think that? There’s always another one out there isn’t there? 


eee My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731--======== 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet ...by Mike B. filling in for Lynda Beckler 


“A Beautiful Machine” 


Oh No! This is probably Lynda’s worst nightmare! 
And a story that we all can relate to. It seems that 
an eBay seller whose handle is “mistybranch44” 
(with zero feedbacks as one would expect) is really 
stretching things in her/his current listing. 
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This one says, and I’m quoting: 
“This is a Beautiful Typewriter!! 
Works great not sure how old it is!!” 


| guess if you are looking for a Rusty, Rat, that 
appears to be a very common garden variety Royal 
office standard machine, then this is the one you 
may want. 

What’s even more astonishing is the starting bid 
price of $2,500. USD. REALLY? $2,500? 


Hey at least the shipping is FREE! The ad says it is 
working but if you view the pictures it looks like a 
bunch of the keys are not only rusty, but also stuck 
half-way down, and the other half are jammed up 
against the printing-point. 


Com’on, even the bright-work parts are all rusty! 
Is this an attempt at fraud? Or just a poor and 
uneducated judgement on the part of the seller? 
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All| can say is Caveat Emptor. Just try to imagine if you 
actually bought this beauty and what kind of packing 
job you might get. Padded in toilet paper perhaps? 

Or as Lynda might say OY VEY already! 


| guess BEAUTY is in the eye of the beholder! 


ee baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 
From the fourth quarter of 2015. 
All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Gold-Plated Royal QDL 1953 w/case 
Chicago 1892 

Gold-Plated Royal QDL w/case 

Princess 300 Gold-Plated w/case 
(restored) Best offer accepted. 

Olivetti Valentine (Blue) w/case “Qwertz” 
keyboard 

Boston Braille Writer (21 bids) 
Remington 5 (Tan) with colored keys & 


1,299 


9 


90 
799 











w/case 

630 
Williams No. 6 600 
Hammond No. 2 600 
Mignon Model 3 (Script typesleeve) 510 
World Index machine 1896 500 


Seems like portable sales are dominating this 
quarter. Maybe Lynda can sort this out in her 
next installment. Lynda, come back soon, we 
all miss you!!!! 
























From the... WACKY NEWS DEPARTMENT 


(From BuzzFeed 9-20-2015) 
-Year ’s T iter W. 

5 saueyed BY ie a niy Gas, And th e to document the incident. Tripathi’s Facebook post 

Internet Got Him A New One went viral as soon as it was uploaded, with over 


19,000 shares within a few hours. 
On September 19, photographer Ashutosh 
Tripathi of Dainik Bhaskar shared a story on SPE are See Ee ae Ge KP SP SPS S| 
Facebook of how Inspector Pradeep Kumar From Mosnews.com 3-27-2006) 
allegedly used force to remove street vendors from 
outside the Lucknow General Post Office. Among Moscow Man Thr bes Lie 
the vendors was 65-year-old Kishan Kumar, who Typewriter at Passing Ukrainian 


has been working as a Hindi typist in the area for M i h d nad 
over 35 years, earning just about %50 a day. oscow police have detained a man 


eat iia who threw out of his window onto the 

er _, head of a passer-by, RIA Novosti said 
* Monday. The wounded man has been 
_ rushed to the hospital. 





“The molester threw a typewriter out of 
his window on the fifth floor, aiming at a 
The photos show the cop kicking and throwing Passing Ukrainian citizen,” a source in 
Kumar's typewriter to the ground...Even as the the law enforcement agencies said. 
elderly man pleads to save his only source of 


income. According to the report, Inspector Kumar The oor ia landed " the 
didn’t stop despite reporters in the area gathering Ukrainian’s head and he had to be 


a taken to [the] hospital with skull injuries. 
Pe i 2 A few hours later the police detained 
* pom are" the assaulter, a Moscow resident who 
BURT Si admitted his guilt 





—=% A criminal investigation has been 
~.., launched. 


ae <P <P <P SS SS SP OOOO SOS SOS 
ie Anyone looking to restore their faith in humanity? 











A Fun Visit with Marco & Heidi Frei in Switzerland 


On a beautiful crisp fall evening in October 2015, my wife Pharmaceutical, his former employer, as one client. 
Carrie and | had the distinct pleasure of visiting with 
seasoned collectors Marco & Heidi Frei at their home in 
Munchenstein, Switzerland. 


During our tour, we noticed the rare Burns, Stickney, 
Briggs, and others but one machine in particular caught 
Our eye so we were interested in learning more. We were 
told that the unusual boxy-looking Hermes Vertiplana (Is it 
still considered a portable?) We can see in the pictures 
below that it was made to type on such things as passports 
and other such pre-printed matter. 


This surely would qualify an unusual machine and most 
assuredly is scarce in the US. Not sure how rare they are in 
Europe, but | suspect they are scarce. 





Above: Carrie & Heidi with rare Frei family typewriters serving as 
the backdrop. Below, Marco shows off a very rare Briggs 
typewriter which came from the original Remington Company 
collection. 






The Frei’s proved to be fun and gracious hosts and 
provided us with good food drinks and a tour of their 
impressive typewriter collection. The Frei’s travel a lot and 
try to participate in the meetings of the many typewriter 
collector associations in Europe and the USA that they 
have been long time members of. 


According to Georg Sommeregger’s fine Hermes 
website this machine was: “For direct labeling 
already bound printed matter, including books, 
these "Flatbed typewriter” or "vertical machine" 
was built. This has been marketed under the 
name Vertiplana.” 


We talked about current affairs (mostly revolving around 


immigrant refugees) and we also learned that Heidi is the In particular we always enjoy the Frei’s easy- 
Vice-President of her hometown, Munchenstein. And going style and warm approach to fellow 
Marco is self-employed and his companies' business is in collectors. We thank them for hosting us! 
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A Quick Stop in Cologne, Germany 
to Meet with the Master Restorer, 
Hermann Kerz 


No trip to Germany can be complete without a stop in 
Cologne, Germany. This historic and beautiful and world- 
class city houses not only the spectacular Dom Cathedral 
and borders on the Rhine River, but also is home to the 
master of typewriter restoration work. 





Above: Hermann Kerz gives us a tour of his workshop. 


Hermann also reproduces many hard to find typewriter 
parts that collectors need to complete their prize find. 


Some collectors have argued that complete restoration 
of rare or rarer type machines is a sacrilege and lean 
more to “conservation.” But whichever side of the fence 
you are sitting on, there is no denying that Hermann’s 
skills are unmatched by many in the field. 


Besides, how can you not enjoy being around and 
likeable old codger that likes listening to Elvis (Presley), 
Frank (Sinatra), and James (Brown) music at full blast. 


Only to be topped by his lovely wife Helga who is bakes 
up German pastries which will keep you coming back for 
more. 


Hermann & Helga are both world-travelers and have 
been seen in many of the typewriter meetings and 
conventions that have been held world-wide. 


Great ambassadors for the Fatherland. My wife Carrie 
and myself would both like to thank the Kerz’s for 
allowing us to climb the many stairs up to their piece of 
typewriter heaven and sharing their time and love with 
us both. Herman can be emailed at: 


h.kerz@t-online.de 


Please use a translator and convert to German language 
as Herman does not read English completely. 


aT ST oF 


Sadly we missed fellow collector Lars 
Borrmann in his picturesque town of 
Gunzenhauzen, Germany 


Wow, what a gem! My wife and | thoroughly enjoyed visiting 


this beautiful place. Just one of the reasons for our falling in 
love with Gunzenhauzen can be seen in the picture below. 





Unfortunately our timing was not good because our dear friend 
Lars (can be reached at: larsborrmann@hotmail.com) 
had been laid up and getting treatments that were an 80- 
minute drive away. While we were visiting we learned that the 
legendary author/typewriter historian Ernst Martin (his book 
Die Schreibmaschine) was born and lived in the sister-town 
called Frickenfelden. 


Lars told me that he knows Frickenfelden very well, and it’s a 
small village (population of about 1000) and Ernst Martin was 
born there as his father was the teacher in the local school. He 
also told me that it is he (Lars) that now has honor to teach in 
the same school as his successor. Ok it’s not the same building 
but a newer building next to the old school which was built in 
the end of the 19th century right before Ernst Martin’s father 
was teaching there. Now there are people living in the house. 
He said, “As you see I’m quite close to him. “ 


Also Jos Legrand who’s a fellow member of the German IFHB 
(and Typex) has written a small book about Ernst Martin. Jos 
recently told me that he still has a few copies available. You 


can email Jos directly at: Jilegrand@hetnet.nl (if you 


would like to buy a copy.) 


ee 
as ry 





Above photo by Lars Borrmann: 

Gunzenhausener StraRe 16 Frickenfelden, Germany 
Birthplace and early home of Ernst Martin noted author of “The 
Bible.” 
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Nose typing world record conk-ered as man punches out 103 
words in 47 seconds - see him in action 


29 DEC 2014 FOR THE MIRROR, BY JAMES TEGERDINE , JAMES MERLO 


Mohammed Khursheed Hussain trained for six hours a day for three years to set the keyboard-bashing best 
A record-breaking typist has set a new world best — by banging out sentences with his CONK. 


Mohammed Khursheed Hussain, 23, used his heroic honker to punch out 103 words on a computer keyboard to set a 
new global benchmark. He used his beak to bag the best when he typed out a 103-word sentence on the keyboard in 
an astonishing 47.44 seconds. With his hands tied behind his back, Mohammed snouted the phrase: "Guinness World 
Records has challenged me to type this sentence using my nose in the fastest time." 


That secured him a second world record - his first was for typing the English alphabet in just 3.43 seconds with his 
fingers. Mohammed, from Hyderabad, India, endured grueling six-hour daily practice sessions for three years to whittle 
his nose-typing time down to a competitive one. 





He “nose” best: Mohammed Khursheed Hussain on the way to his world record 

And his time smashed the previous best time of a minute and 33 seconds, set in Dubai in 2008. Hinting at his tips on 
becoming a successful record holder he told the International Business Times: "If you want to set a record, every 
millisecond counts. “This time | typed with one eye closed, as it is difficult otherwise to locate the keys." 


Other typing records include: fastest texting on a smartphone. The fastest time was recorded by 15-year-old Gaurav 
Sharma in January in Washington. 


In 18.44 seconds he typed: "The razor-toothed piranhas of the genera Serrasalmus and Pygocentrus are the most 


& ferocious freshwater fish in the world. In reality they seldom attack a human. “Microsoft engineer Mark Encarnacion 


also set a best in April. He accurately typed the above phrase in 25.90 seconds — while blindfolded. rede 








\ - 
a i aR oy ak Yoke P enowned artists letter for you 


., When you specify these superbly designed faces, cut by 


Cipefoundry Amsterdam é 


Stocked and distributed by 
“AMERICAN TYPE FOUNDERS 
Elizabeth B, New Jersey 


- 
a 
* 


Imported by Amsterdam Continental Types and Graphic Equipment, Inc., 268-276 Fourth Avenue, New York 10,.N. Y. 


Above: An interesting ad found in Print magazine dated June 1952. On page 79 we see an ad for American 
Type Founders and includes the names of the designers for five rare (to me) typestyles. | imagine most 
collectors would like to have even one of these typestyles in their typewriter collection. Notice that these are 
said to be imported by Amsterdam Continental Types and Graphic Equipment, Inc. 


1228 





A Typewriter Trifecta 


by Ray Montgomery 





I’ve been a collector for most of my life and 
started collecting typewriters 18 months ago. 
Since then, I’ve come to appreciate two aspects 
of typewriters that are not always evident with 
my other collections, namely the stories people 
tell about them and the reaction they generate 
when people see them. | offer three stories that 
| hope will resonate with other collectors. 


The first story needs a bit of set up. In cataloging 
my collection, | take photographs of the 
machines. In addition to having a record, | use 
them on my work laptop desktop background, 
cycling every 30 seconds. Basically what | have 
all day is a slide show of my collection that 
passers-by can see. Over time, | became known 
around the office as the “typewriter guy.” One 
day, a colleague stopped by my cube, saw my 
slide show and asked if | was interested in taking 
a couple of typewriters (one electric and one 
manual) that he had found while cleaning out his 
late mother’s house. He said that he hoped that 
| would take them because he did not want to 
throw them in the dumpster and his sister did 
not want them. Would | take them? Sight 
unseen | said yes and | asked him to bring them 
into the office. With a thank you and a big smile 
on his face he departed. 


The very next morning, the machines were 
sitting in my cube. The first machine was a 
Brothers electric (in the case) (I don’t recall the 
model but it appeared to be from the 1970's or 
80’s). | plugged it in and it worked. Turning to the 
manual, upon opening the case, | saw a black, 
crinkle-paint Corona Sterling (S/N 3A- 


78383, 1940) that was very dirty and in need of 
service. A quick mechanical inspection showed 
that the carriage moved left and right and the 
bell rang. | inserted a sheet of paper in the 
machine, rolled it, and typed a few words. Not 
unexpected, the ribbon was dry but the 
mechanics worked. _ 


| took both machines home and gave the Corona 
my usual receipt inspection and light cleaning in 
preparation for delivery to Mike Brown in Philly 
for servicing. As | clean, | make notes on a 3x5 
index card containing the manufacturer and 
model name/number, the serial number and 
year of manufacturer. When | am done with the 
cleaning, | roll the completed card into the 
machine. | then deliver the machine to Mike for 
servicing. As part of the handover, | review the 
card and point out my concerns (useful hint — 
bring a small flashlight to help in seeing inside 
the machine). 
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A Typewriter Trifecta 


by Ray Montgomery 


As seen in photograph on the previous page, the 
machine emerged from Mike’s service in an 
excellent state. Underneath all of the dust and 
grime was a very nice machine worthy of any 
collection. To close the loop with my colleague, 
| brought the machine to work and showed it to 
him. The smile on his face and his offered thanks 





said it all and | could only wonder what 
memories were triggered upon seeing the 
machine again, all shiny and clean. It is truly 
amazing to me that a typewriter triggers 
reactions in people. But I’ve come to appreciate 
how we interact with objects in our lives and 
typewriters are one of them. In contrast to 
typewriters, | can say that my military insignia, 
postcards, and plastic model kit collections have 
never triggered such warm and wonderful 
reactions upon seeing them. 


The second story involves the wedding plans of 
another colleague. One day at work, he came 
into my cube and asked for a favor. He handed 
me a screen shot off the internet showing a 
wedding book signing table with a typewriter 
next to the book. With a smile, he related that 
his fiancée asked him if he knew anyone who 
had a typewriter because she wanted to create 
such an arrangement for their wedding. He told 
me that he responded with “it just so happens | 
do.” | can only imagine his fiancée’s response to 
this good news. | quickly said yes to his request 
and showed photos of my collection that were 
on my laptop. We picked several for his fiancée 
to consider and after a few days, she chose a 
very nice Remington Noiseless Portable from 





1934 (S/N 56898) shown in the photograph 
below. 





| brought in the machine and gave him a quick 
review of the mechanics and how to handle it. 
After returning the cover to the typewriter 
(mounted on a base), | handed it to him with 
some apprehension, because this was the first 
time | had “loaned” a typewriter from my 
collection. He promised to take good care of it 
and we agreed on a return date upon their 
return from their honeymoon (all told about two 
months). The following day, | recalled that the 
wedding was in Pittsburgh and immediately saw 
visions of checked luggage and called him 
immediately. Without knowing how they we 
going to get there, | asked him his travel plans 
and reminded that if he flew, he would have to 
carry on the typewriter and under no 
circumstances should it check it as baggage, He 
assured me that they were driving and would 
pack it carefully. With this response, | felt much 
better but | still worried a bit - wouldn’t you? As 
agreed, my colleague returned the typewriter 
with a gift. 
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A Typewriter Trifecta 


by Ray Montgomery 
Along with a nice thank you card, he gave me a 
framed photograph of the arrangement used at 
the wedding (see photograph below). 





with the couple posed knelling next to the 
arrangement (not shown). As with my first 
example, this one involves memories, in this 
case, creating them for a newly-married couple. 


My final story involves another work colleague 
who asked if | could have a typewriter repaired. 
| said yes, | know someone. He does great work 
and services and repairs all of my typewriters. 
The following day, my colleague brought in a late 
1950s to early 1960s, gunmetal gray, SCM 
Galaxie Il. The machine belonged to his wife’s 
grandfather who worked at SCM years ago and 
she was eager to have the machine returned to 
a working state. | told him | would be happy to 
take it to my guy for servicing and gave him a 
typical cost of servicing, which he quickly 
accepted. While inspecting it, | concluded that 
it was a nice looking machine and it had a solid 
feel about it. These thoughts of course led to the 
inevitable conclusion that | needed to add one 





to the collection (is this how it happens for other 


collectors?). Having focused until now on 
collecting machines from the 1930s and 1940s, | 
decided to look into acquiring an example, 
although in another color if possible (| acquired 
the green and tan version [S/N GT2-149868, 


1959 - see photograph below)). 





Several days later, | met with Mike Brown to pick 
up and drop off several newly-acquired 
machines along with the gray Galaxie II. Several 
weeks later, | returned the repaired machine to 
my colleague. When we met, he said his wife 
was very happy to have the machine working 
again and that it meant a lot to her to have a bit 
of family history in her home. 


The key take aways from these stories are 
probably well-known to long-time collectors, 
dealers and repairers and it may be reasons why 
collectors collect and show their wares - it gives 
people a reason to discuss their passion and 
usually triggers all kinds of stories usually 
invoking pleasant memories of people, places, 
and things. Not a bad thing for a hobby to do. 
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A Trip to Europe would not be complete 
without a stop in Amsterdam/Almere 


For anyone not familiar, Amsterdam is certainly a 
world-class city and an in-demand tourist destination, 
and for good reason! Paul Robert and his wife 
Annemarie live there. Actually they currently live in the 
Hip-Mod suburb of Almere, which is as impressive in its 
own right. I’ve known them for nearly two decades and 
they are always the perfect hosts. My son (who also 
knows them told me that Paul is the most 
knowledgeable and trusted person he knows in Europe. 
He said not only does Paul know the answer, but he will 
always tell you the truth.) 





Above: Mike B. Paul & Annmarie enjoying a brew at one of 
Amsterdam's oldest pubs. 


For any reader not familiar with Paul, he is a long- 
time avid collector of all things typewriter, and has 
written and published books on the subject. His co- 
authored a book about Blickensderfer Typewriters 
called the Five-Pound Secretary, and his Sexy Legs book 
about racy photos and women in the typewriter field 
have both been well received. Additionally, he crafted 
the Typewriter Sketchbook which covers interesting 
material about a wide variance of historical machines. 


Now he is partnering with our esteemed colleague, 
Professor Peter Weil to produce a new book. Here is 
what Paul told me about it: 


“Peter and I have a deal with Sterling Books 
in New York (a Barnes & Noble subsidiary) to 





do a coffee table book on typewriters. It will 
have 60,000 words and over 220 photos, partly 
new and partly from Peter’s amazing collection 
of old photographs. It is scheduled for October 
2016, in time for the holidays. The first 
edition will be amply printed so every 
collector will be able to buy one or more.” 


My wife Carrie and | spent a nice weekend in the 
company of Paul and his family and they took us on an 
incredible 8-mile walking tour of Amsterdam/Almere. | 
must tell you that if you ever have a chance to visit 
there, please consider Paul as you tour-guide. He is 
simply the best. 


Annmarie told us that she stays busy restoring old 
photographs and Paul is now the Editor of the Dutch 
version of the Readers Digest, a magazine we all know 
and love. Paul has also divested himself of his typewriter 
collection (although his passion is still current for them) 
and switched to collecting Cameras. Mostly he likes 
Leica’s but showed us other favorites as well. The nice 
part of this new hobby is that Paul can still use them in 
his work. 


And for anyone not familiar with one of Paul’s most 
popular creations, he is known as the “King of 
Typewriter Replacement Decals” 

The details can be found here: 
https: //www.etsy.com/shop/TypewriterDecal 
Shop 


Or email Paul Directly at: Type@xs4all.nl 
See some decal samples below: 





— 
— 
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Art for Art Sake 








Above: Wood and brass one of a kind handmade piece by 

Japanese artist Mr. Matsumoto (Boku) 

Ed. Note: This looks to me to be a pre-No.1 Woodstock typewriter. Just kidding! Wood stock—get it? Ha Ha! 

<>< OM OMS MOSM OM OSM OKO << K SMSC SLO SK SK SK SK SK SK OK >< >< SK ><> 

Below: Comic Strip mocking Typewriter Collectors. Sent in by Jack Knarr 
Curtis by Ray Billingsley = eS BES Cee ee ae 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Tell your pals about TypEx! 





Founded in 1981 by the late, areal 


DAN POST Walls sh (Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 
Editor: es 4 ~~~ Happy news! Our pal Lynda Beckler is back in action. 
Michael A. Brown. panes hi esa Many thanks to (and please welcome) our new 
P.O Box 52607 ; Peet) ee “Reporter-at-Large” Ray Montgomery. Besides being 

etal yee ; a nice guy and passionate new typewriter collector, 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 


as Ray has begun writing submissions for Typex and 
E-mail: Typex1@aol.com says he will keep doing so into the future. 


Phone (215) 934-7998 | would like to also thank fellow collectors Peter Weil and Tony Casillo for the help 
; they gave me with composing the feature story this issue called Sticker Shock. 


Associate Editor: Jack Knarr, NJ Sad news to report that fellow collector Frank Lindauer of Atlanta died on March 2, 
Retired 2016. After retiring in 1986 as a technical writer and editor at IBM, Frank pursued his 

‘ } long-time hobby of buying, selling, and restoring a variety of vintage collectibles. Until 
Overseas News Reports: recently, he had sales space at “Antiques and Beyond” where he sold items under his 


business name, The Husband's Bench. For more than 30 years. He is survived by his 
wife of 30 years, Karen Lindauer; his children and grand-children. The above (edited) 
information appeared in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on Mar. 6, 2016 

Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
<>< ><> <> <>< ><> <>< <>< ><> <>< oC ><> <>< ><> <> <><oc> 


News From Overseas...by Nick Fisher 

Type Writer fas ahd Rice A number of you will have already been lucky to pick up typewriters this year. 
E-Mail: martinariceir( ti at Some of these will be momentous finds, adding to your burgeoning collection or 
something you will use. For whatever reason you are part of the typewriter fraternity. 


Nick Fisher, England 
E-mail: nickurania@aol.com 


E-News Reporter: Lynda Beckler, CA 
E-mail: lynda_beckler@yahoo.com 














New! Reporter-at-large: I have found endless pleasure with many of my finds but in terms of rarity they are 
Ray Montgomery not the scarcest machines. For these you need to go to a top auction or be very, lucky. 
E-Mail: rhmontgo354@gmail.com A new year has opened for Auction Team Breker in Germany. This auction house 
has been specializing in mechanical antiques for some time and will be auctioning 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> typewriters on May 21 and November 5 (Guy Fawkes Night in the U.K.). If you go to 
Typex is published four times a year in the Breker website, www.Breker.com, you will find out more about them, and can 
Cone Mtge eee download the latest newsletter. Items on offer will be highlighted by the following, in 
S § y no particular order; Polygraph, Hammonia, Crandall, Kosmopolit, Sholes and 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> Glidden (floral), Graphic, Edison Mimeograph, Hansen writing ball, Draper, Gardner, 
4 Odell (2 models), Kneist, Merritt and Victor index. Now, I’m a bit of a home boy so 
Paypal account: Typex1@aol.com > cannot attend, though I may get there sometime before it’s too late. Anyway, go on to 
Saco North America the website and salivate, if it is this type of machine that floats your boat. Here is a 
papier! spelt A aveba tee panorama of these machines, courtesy of the Breker website. 
Michael A. Brown (Not Typex) 
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1 | 
on ees sean eS I am always looking out for typewriters in dramas on the T.V. to see if they are 


1243 Sticker SHOCK | : right period and fit for location. Watching a series called ‘Home Fires’ last night, a 
1244 How Carbon Paper & Typewriter program about a branch of the Women’s Institute in the U.K. during the Second 

Ribbon Industry Began World War, I noticed the same Remington portable (probably Canadian) in at least 
1245 How Carbon Paper & Typewriter two different locations in the program. Do other people do this sort of thing, or 


Ribbon Industry Began should I get a life? At least the machine is the right period, but surely the props 
1246 How Carbon Paper & Typewriter specialist could have found a couple of different machines, especially in one scene 
Ribbon industry Began _ which was set in a doctor’s surgery reception, where it was far more likely to be an@ 


1247 How Carbon Paper & Typewriter office machine, such as an Imperial 50, a favorite of British period dramas. The BBC 
Ribbon Industry Began * Type-n also seems to have lost a number of its sound effect records as too many times 


In Astoria, Oregon ; _ subtitles appear and the familiar clackety-clack of the electric typewriter is to be 
1248 Find and Buy This Book heard. I have a few of these records, so that may explain it. 
conclusion 2 Teeeona My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 ==-======= 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


by Lynda Beckler 





She’s Baaaaaack..... 





First of all, a HUGE “thank you” to Mike 
Brown for covering for me while | was ill. 
I’m not out of the woods yet, but thanks to 
needles and herbs, I’m getting better. For 
those who can’t stand the suspense, | have 
one of those maladies “old” people 
get....and it’s NOT Alzheimers... it’s shingles. 


Now about the picture... Pretty little thing, 
isn’t it? | bought it at the end of January. 
My first thought was “Where in the world 
am | going to put it?” and then “Who’s 
going to make the house payment for me?” 
Right after completing the Pay Pal 
transaction, | emailed Richard Polt so that 
he could report it in his “New on the Shelf” 
column in Etcetera. 


Next thing that happened was a message 
from the seller: “Transaction cancelled.” 
Then a message from Richard Polt “Ummm, 
Lynda, Herman Price says HE just bought it.” 
Well, that took care of the question of 
where it would sit and how long before my 
bank would start foreclosure proceedings! 





It seems there was a double listing — 
once on German eBay and again on US 
eBay. | always thought eBay was more 
sophisticated and somehow linked 
duplicate listings, but | guess | was 
wrong. This lovely machine is now living 
in West Virginia and | have visitation 
rights © © 

baywatch...recent eBay 
highlights. 


auction 


From the first quarter of 2016. 

All prices have been converted to US 
dollars and, in the case of live auctions, 
do NOT 

Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Ideal Polyglott 849 
















Emerson #3 
Hammond, curved keyboard 
World Index 
Lambert 

Standard Folding 









The list is rather short, so here’s a picture of 
the Polyglott’s keyboard layout. 











Find and Buy This Book! 


By Ray Montgomery 


In most cases, a collector searches for and 
acquires reference material for the particular 
object being collected. Whether historical, 
technical, or photographic, ready access to 
such references enhances the satisfaction that 
collecting brings. In the case of typewriters, the 
good news is that a number of books have 
appeared in 2015/early 2016 that reflect the 
revolution Richard Polt describes in his new 
book, The Typewriter Revolution — A Typist’s 
Companion for the 21% Century. The cover is 
shown in photo 1. 





Photo 1. Book Cover with Ribbon Bookmark 


Eagerly anticipated by the _ typewriter 
community and this reviewer, it certainly is the 
“companion” for the new and_ seasoned 
collector alike. One thought that comes to mind 
after reading it the first time is “where was this 
when | first embraced typewriters?” With no 
reservation, this is the first book that a new 
collector should acquire. Read it the first time 
for scope, appreciation and wonder. Read it a 
second and a third time to draw upon its 
insights, how-to instructions, and a deeper 









understanding of the true scope of typewriters 
and all they entail. As described by Richard with 
just the right amount of philosophy and great 
knowledge, there is a welcoming, extensive, 
and fun community out there that is growing 
every day. 


On a personal note, the book’s dedication to his 
Remington Noiseless Seven, recalled my 
introduction to typewriters and the community 
at large when after finding Richard’s website, | 
asked him for a “first typewriter” 
recommendation. His “Remington Noiseless 
Seven” response led me to my first purchase of 
the same type and several after it. 140 
machines later, the Noiseless Seven continues 
to be a great typer and holds a special place in 
my collection. 


Let’s look inside. The book begins with “The 
Typewriter Manifesto” (see photo 2) followed 
by an introduction, nine chapters, sources and 
an index. The introduction clearly explains why 
typewriters still provide value in spite of the 
digitalization of our personal, business, and 
professional lives. Using a balanced approach 
to the subject matter this book is not on an anti- 
digital crusade or a rage against the digital and 
electronic winds. Instead, it describes a 
welcoming environment and a community 
eager to talk with other like-minded people. As 
a new collector (about two years), | found this 
to be true. The introduction includes a brief 
synopsis of each chapter that will guide the 
reader in getting the most use and benefit from 
the book. By all means, feel free to read it in 
sequence first and then later, open it up 
randomly and enjoy the words and pictures a 
second time. 
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Photo 2. The Typewriter Manifesto 


For those new to typewriters, chapter 2 (The 
Typewritten Past) and chapter 3 (Choose Your 
Weapon) give the reader a good foundation of 
typewriters and can serve as a catalog of 
brands, makes, and models. While it certainly 
can’t cover all typewriters, chapter 3 does give 
a reader a great starting point for choosing 
their first machine be it desktop standards, 
portables, or ultra-portables. Be assured there 
is a machine or machines out there for every 
person’s taste. My favorite parts in this chapter 
are the pictures of different machines he 
describes that make me think “I have one of 
those” and “Boy, | would like one of those — 
start the search now.” A _ nice surprise 
(acknowledging that much of what we collect 
and use is subjective and very personal after all) 
Richard includes a section called “How to 
Ignore Everything | Just Said.” Good advice, 
especially him saying “Choosing a typewriter is 
an act of love.” This chapter also provides the 
reader with “where to find them” suggestions 
as well as a good set of typewriter packing 
instructions that can be provided to sellers 
when conducting a transaction. Use them and 
hopefully, you'll avoid shipping disasters that 
just break your heart. 


Chapter 4 provides practical information about 
typewriter supplies, typewriter covers and pads 
(highly recommended by the way), and using 


your machine (e.g., paper set-up, typing 
techniques, margins, line spacing). If you have 
never used a typewriter before this chapter will 
get you typing quickly. Other important topics 
covered in this chapter are repairs and 
cleanings, especially typewriter repair shops 
and other sources of tools, and associated aids. 
If you wish to begin working on your machine, 
the 18-page section “Cleaning Your Machine” 
should be read carefully and proceed with 
caution. Of course, if you are lucky to have a 
professional typewriter repair service nearby, 
then you should avail yourself of their services. 


Chapter 5 offers a variety of things to do with 
your typewriter, it for 
brainstorming, all forms of writing (e.g., fiction 
and poetry), street typing, social typing, 
publishing, and odd jobs. For those who did not 
pass through a letter writing course either in 
late grade school or junior high, the section 
“The Typewritten 


including using 


Letter” gives a good 
justification for writing and sending letters. A 
favorite section is called “Kids at the Keys.” I can 
attest to the wonderful experience of 
introducing my grand-niece (age 5) and grand- 
nephew (age 4) to the wonderful world of 
typewriters using my current typer (Olympia SF 
Deluxe [1962]). The older child took care in 
typing real words and sentences (with some 
coaching.) My grand-nephew was happy just 
banging away on the keys individually, just to 
hear the “rap-a-tap-tap” clacking of the 
machine and watching the type bars move. 
When the type bars inevitably jammed, he 
quickly cleared the jam without prompting and 
kept going. The end of line bell was an extra 
treat. Chapter 6 introduces the reader to the 
typosphere and reiterates that “the typewriter 
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This is a topic not heretofore tackled so | thought | 
would give it the old college try. Of course, if you have 
been collecting typewriters for any length of time you 
are likely to find some sort of decal, sticker, metal 
plate, or paper label attached to them which touts the 
dealer that either sold or serviced that particular 
machine. Certainly, a great advertising or promotional 
tool. 


The only thing really ‘shocking’ about this... is that 
the information about their origins and development 
seems to be quite elusive. 


To tell this story will involve a lot of “guesswork” and 
estimates, and possibly some good ole “story telling.” 


To borrow a line from my old pal, Paul Lippman, 
trying to sort out this sticker story is like trying to nail 
J-E-L-L-O to the wall. 


PRE-DATING THE ORIGINS OF THE STICKERS AND 
DECALS AS WE KNOW THEM. 


After consulting with typewriter researcher and 
fellow collector Peter Weil he offered an interesting 
perspective which | will include here: 


“the earliest rebuilding labels or branding involved 
Remington. They added the ‘A’ prefix to the serial 
numbers of Sholes & Glidden-based typewriters that 
were rebuilt at the factory. This begins ca 1978. The 
next was Hammond. It added the ‘REM’ or ‘REMODEL’ 
prefix to its certified factory rebuilt machines, and even 
briefly used a special name for original Hammond #1 
Ideal keyboard machines that were rebuilt but were 
***not***brought up to the newest technology, the 
anvil and hammer. This was done in 1893 and the 
machines were sold as ‘Exchange Typewriters.’ 
Although they were sold in the U.S., most of the 
surviving Ones turn up in the UK.” 


ORIGINS OF THE PLATE, DECAL, STICKER, 
PHENONMENON 


Origins of this practice are generally not known. 
What I can tell you is that | believe at least regarding 
typewriters they began to be seen in the early 1900s. | 
will go out on a limb and throw out the year 1910 asa 





STICKER SHOCK mcs 





reference point, but | cannot offer any proof for this 
estimate. | remember seeing a big red decal sticker on 
an Underwood 5 that looked to be a 1910 vintage. 


Additionally, a Woodstock vintage 1915 has been 
spotted with a large gold decal sticker touting that it 
was rebuilt by Woodstock the Company. 





Above: An earlier example of a decal, found on Alan Seaver’s Machines of 
loving grace website. 


This early style usually appears as a decal much like 
what was used by manufactures to identify the 
company that made the typewriter and the model 
number they assigned to it. 


Hold everything---Stop The Presses! Longtime 
repair/technician and fellow collector Tony Casillo just 
sent me a photo of a Franklin that appears as a 1890s 
model machine with a sticker/label on it as shown 
below: 


(Sent in By Tony Casillo) 
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This would make it appear that decals appeared 
much earlier than | orginally thought. But does it 
really? Maybe not! It is possible that an 1890s Franklin 
typewriter could have been serviced OR resold say in 
the 1910 timeframe and had this sticker applied at that 
time. This is why dating these things is not an exact 
science. 


As an aid to dating the labels & stickers the phone 
number (assuming there is one) can help. According to 
Wikipedia: “In December 1930, New York City became 
the first city in the United States to adopt the two- 
letter, five-number format. It remained alone in this 
respect until well after World War Il, when other 
municipalities across the country began to follow suit. 
From the 1920s through the 1950s, most larger 
American cities used the Bell System standard format 
of two letters which began the exchange name 
followed by four numbers, as in DUnkirk 0799. Prior to 
the mid-1950s.” “And by 1965 all newly connected 
phone numbers nationwide consisted of numerals 





only.” 
PLATES AND DECALS IN THE 1920s AND 30s 


The following ad was found in: Western Advertising 
Vol.2 pg. 48 1920 


ADVERTISING STICKERS 


Printers' Side Line—Sell Advertising Stickers 
to your customers and let our line earn for 
you a profit. Send for catalogue and prices. 
St. Louis Sticker Co., 1627 Washington 
Avenue. St. Louis, Mo. 





Above: By Scott K.----Going beyond the 
dealer’s stickers that are more common on 
typewriters, this machine features a very 
classy plate that is riveted into the side of the 
machine. It breaks up the beautiful curve of 
the machine a little, but it isn’t unsightly. 


I rather like it there. 





BELOW: 


Based on the dealer stickers on this machine, 
both of which | suspect are from the '30s, it 
would appear that this machine has seen a 
few miles. One store sticker reveals a Toronto 
sale, while the other indicates it was also sold 
in Vancouver. -1930-Underwood 
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The following was found in System Magazine 
dated November 1922: 


: 


nNOTEL™ 
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STICKERS 


Bright, snappy advertising stickers stick— 
Applicable anywhere to anything—economic 
and persuasive. Every business needs them. 
Also a complete line of Standardized Stickers 

ready for shipment in amounts from a 
thousand to millions. All kinds of labels. 


Our price book in colors will save 
you money. Send for it. 


ST. LOUIS STICKER CO. 
1629 Washington Avenue 


ST. LOUIS 
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PLATES, DECALS, & STICKERS---FOR? OR AGAINST? 


AGAINST: Online | found a customer review stating that 
she does not like stickers on her typewriter. 





11/13/2012 Updated review 


| just had to write again to say how above and 
beyond the service is here. Really affordable, 
ribbons, and machines, especially for such a small, 
family run business that offers a pretty much 
obsolete service. Great selection of typewriters too. 
Plus, if you're a regular like me, Herb and Carmen 
are quick to get a sense of what you need and what 
you might be looking for. So nice! So helpful! 


Alb ra 


WHITE 


| hope this place never goes out of business 
because | don't know what I'd do without them 
around! 





ANOTHER VOTE FOR LOVING THE STICKERS: 


Tom Furrier of Cambridge Typewriter in Mass. Likes stickers. 


p.s. huge bonus points to California Typewriter for never 
putting marketing stickers on or inside my typewriter, unlike 
another typewriter repair place that shall remain nameless 
(I'll note: it's been years since | had my machine serviced at 
that other place and there's still a residue of goo from the 
sticker on my machine. grrrrrrr! |'m afraid to try and remove it 
because | don't want to risk damaging the paint. Nothing 
non-abrasive/non-corrosive has worked so far.) 


FOR: Here’s another that seems to 
like the idea. 


With respect to the dealer stickers that you 
find on very old machines, | would never consider 
removing them, For the most part they look 
really good and are an important part of the 
machine's history. However, when you start 
looking at typewriters from the 1950s onward, 
the idea of keeping or removing a dealer sticker 
isn't so cut and dry for me. 

Take for example the sticker on this Erika 
Model 10. It's a real eyesore and dominates the 
front of the machines, it even overwhelms the 
Erika badge. | can't stand looking at it, but the 





| like machines with old dealer stickers on them. (This 
thought of tearing it off the ribbon cover seems decal type of “sticker” was popular in the 1920s &30s) 


sacrilegious. What would you do in this particular 
case? Tear it off or leave it on? ae 
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GA ne ees aed 


Above looks like a sticker that was popular in the 1940s & 
50s. Below (Sent in by Tony Casillo) looks like the 1930s. 





TYPEWRITER 
COMPANY 


DEALERS AND REPAIRMEN ROUTINELY WOULD REMOVE 
COMPETITORS STICKERS, DECALS, AND PLATES, AND 


REPLACE THEM WITH ONE FROM THEIR COMPANY. 





As a repairman of 40+ years | (Mike Brown) can testify that | 
have been doing that my whole career. At one time | would 
estimate that | had over 100 stickers on my shop wall from 
nearly every state in the Union, and a few foreign country’s to 
boot. During a renovation about 11 years ago | was forced to 
discard them all and sadly have no picture to show them. 


Fellow collector and repair pal Tony Casillo from TTS 
Business Products in Garden City South, NY was kind enough 
to send me a picture of what his wall collection looks like so you 
can get an idea below: 











Here is another example of a repair shop “wall of fame” 
shown below from Portland, Oregon called Ace Typewriter Co. 
that shows this practice of removing competitors’ stickers and 
pasting them on the wall of the shop. 






Below is a typical vinyl sticker that | used in my company 
mostly between the years of the late 80s through the early 
2000s. 






Ber *f eh eo a eh, 


And last but not least isa typical paper-type sticker 
which was popular in the 70s and 80s. 


EXPERT 
SERVICE 


725-1911 





02.02.2018 66:23 
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Above: Lebbius Harding 
Rogers (at Icft} whe made 
the first carbon paper 
and his close friend, 
Howard Whitfield, who 
was his office boy in 1885 








Vital 


VER a half century ago, in 
C) the city of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Lebbius Harding 
Rogers made the first carbon pa- 
per. It has revolutionized office 
routine and contributed tremen- 
dously to the expansion of business. 
Having been requested by 
Geyer’s to cover some of the his- 
torical facts of the carbon paper 
and typewriter ribbon business, the 
writer has taken the time to inter- 
view many men intimately associ- 
ated with this industry, especially 
in its earlier stages 

To a large degree I have to 
thank Howard Whitfield, presi- 
dent of the Whitfield Paper 
Works, Inc., of New York, a close 
and intimate friend of Mr. Rogers, 
and associated with him throughout his 
life, both in the carbon paper business 
and socially, until the death of Mr. 
Rogers last year. 

In looking back into the early history 
of the carbon paper and typewriter rib- 
bon business and studying the begin- 
nings of such of the older concerns as 
Henry Gerber, Francis & Lutrell, Mit- 
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How Carbon Paper and 
Typewriter Ribbon Industry Began 


Facts ON 


THe BirtH Or AN 
INDUSTRY 


By Charles H. Felter 


Superintendent, Carbon Paper Division, 
S. S. Stafford, Inc., New York 





Charles H. Felter 


tag & Volger, Kee Lox Mfg. Co., S. S. 
Stafford, Inc., John Underwood Co., 
and F. S. Webster Co., one is struck by 
the interest taken by these concerns in 
the men who were employed by them 
in the early stages of their business. 
Few of the original pioneers of the 
carbon paper and ribbon business are 
alive today, but a great many of those 
who were closely associated with them 




























of the beginnings of carbon 
paper and typewriter rib- 
bons, and of the relations that 
existed between the inventors 
of carbon paper and the type- 
writer. ; 


persons seem to know 


To fill this gap apparent in 
the story of the stationery and 
office outfitting industry, 
Charles H. Felter has drawn on 
his own knowledge of early days 
and on the knowledge of those 
who knew the pioneers, and 


here presents an absorbing _ 


chapter in the romance of our 
business. 






are still either with their original con- 
cerns or are in business for themselves, 
and it is they who can tell of the friend- 


‘ly, intimate Contacts of the early days. 


Let’s hope that the names of some of 
the pioneers, whose achievements were 
so great, will be preserved in the his- 
tory of American industry! Records and 
samples are being preserved by A. L. 
Foster, of the Manifold Supplies Co. 

Few people know of the crude meth- 
ods used in the manufacture of carbon 
paper and typewriter ribbons in’ their 
beginnings. 

The idea behind carbon paper was 
originated by a young man working in 
a wholesale grocery house in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. He was making four 
copies of a bill of lading, which had to 
be madexup one at a time, when he 
thought of smearing crayon ver pieces 
of paper and placing the crayon- 
smeared sheets between his bills of lad- 
ing. ‘The result was four copies at one 
writing, which seemed like magic in 
those days. This young man was Leb- 
bius Harding Rogers, later to become 
the head of the Rogers Ribbon & Car- 

bon Co., which still exists. 

With his new idea be- 
fore him, Rogers gave up 
his job. He immediately 
went to his brother Hiram, 
who was manufacturing 
‘oiled paper for manifolds. 

Together they concocted a 

formula of tallow, lard oil, 

and lampblack, with ben- 
zine as a carrying medium, 
with which they coated 
both sides of paper sheets. 

The formula was applied in 

a cold state. This type of 

paper is known today as a 

full coated pencil carbon. 

The wax mixture was 

. heated and applied by hand 

on a &team table covered 

with a glass top. Various 

types of brushes were used 

to apply the ink to the pa- 

+ per, the most frequently 

used being a lamb’s wool 
brush. 


As each sheet was coated, 
it was interleaved with old 
newspapers because of its 
smudginess. In writing to 
make carbon copies a stylus 
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pen was used rather than a pencil OF 
ordinary pen. By inserting one sheet 
of full coated carbon paper between 
two sheets of manifold paper, and 
using a stylus, twenty copies could be 
made at one writing. 

Rogers’ first sizeable order was sold 
to the Government for making copies 
of weather reports, which had up to 
then been made out singly as were the 
bills of lading. With this slight suc- 
cess, he came to New York in 1869 


-and started the American Manifold & 


Writing Co., and developed what was 
known as the “letter writer,” a mani- 
fold book made up of a letter sheet and 
a duplicate copy. Bradstreet and R. 
G. Dun Co. were large consumers of 
the first carbon paper used in making 
out credit reports. 


Rogers was the first to think of train 
order carbon paper. Its use was 
brought about by a wreck on the Erie 
Railroad. Jay Gould and Jim Fisk 
were the owners of the railroad at that 
time. Upon hearing of the wreck, 
Rogers called at the office of the Erie 
Railroad, explaining that he could elim- 
inate accidents of that kind and show- 
ing how copies of the train order could 
be made out, one for the dispatcher, one 
for the engineer, and one for the main 
office. Fisk saw the possibilities and 
placed the first order for train order 
carbon paper. 


Rogers also invented the first one 
time carbon paper or what is known 
today as printer’s carbon paper. He 
patented this. When asked what he 
wanted for his patent, his reply was, 
“$5,000 today, $10,000 tomorrow.” It 
was purchased that day. The pur- 
chaser was the forerunner of the pres- 
ent General Manifold & Prtg. Co. 


Up to this time all carbon papers 
were being manufactured by hand, as 
in the beginning, which was a slow 
process, the average man making not 
more than 400 to 500 sheets per day, 
in the approximate size of 10 by 15, as 
compared to approximately a quarter 
million sheets per day turned out on 
the latest type coating machines. 

The men in the industry of that day 
seemed more interested in the manu- 
facture of the product than in making 








_ money, and employer and employee mingled on a demo- 

cratic basis. It is said that when Frank O. Mittag was 
in the employ of Rogers he announced one day, “Rogers, 
I would like to go into business for myself.” Rogers 
said, “Sure, Mittag, that is a good idea. There is plenty 
-of room for all of us.” Mittag then asked Rogers for 
the loan of some money, which was likewise granted. 
This was the beginning of Mittag & Volger, who are 
one of the largest manufacturers of this product today. 

Rogers then took his brother into his business and for 
the making of lace paper, a product of theirs at the time, 
he brought in a man named Fernald, a Canadian who 
was an expert die maker, to make the dies for stamping 
lace paper. Fernald and Rogers were both of an inventive 
type and in 1888 they built the first carbon paper coat- 
ing machine, a machine for making full coated carbon. 
paper. They used wooden rollers covered with Axmin- 
ster carpet; a hopper fed the ink to the rollers; the 
rollers, turning speedily against the paper, applied the 
ink in approximately the same manner in which it would 
be applied by hand; from the rollers the paper passed 
over a brush which smoothed out the coating. 


The Paper Problem 


In those days there were no sources of supply for 
papers made exclusively for the, manufacture of carbon 
paper. Rogers used papers which were made for the wrap- 
ping of cigarettes as well as paper made for oiled mani- 
folds. Paper for oiled manifolds was being made in 
this country, the particular stock used being old army 
tents. The lightest weight paper of that day was equal 
to standard weight papers of today, with the exception 
of the paper used for oiled manifolds, which was equal 
to the present-day 5-pound tissue, and it was not until 
some years later that A. P. Little, a court stenographer, 
brought in a sheet of tissue known as “Cobweb,” the 
first lightweight paper for coating with carbon. Carbon 
paper made from it was still a full-coated carbon, how- 
ever, because of the penetration of the ink to the back 
of the paper. 

Rogers constructed the first wax carbon paper machine, 
made along the lines of the original carbon paper ma- 
chine. By this time John Underwood had begun to 
manufacture carbon paper, but he was making it by hand. 

The first trade name given to carbon paper was by 
Rogers. He found that by polishing the carbon paper 
with a camel’s-hair brush after it was coated, it gave a 
cleaner copy, and so named the carbon paper “Clean 
Copy Carbon.” 

The next step in the evolution of carbon paper as we 
know it today involved the use of wax to render the 
impression clear and sharp. The idea of using wax came 
first to Rogers, who got his inspiration for it from its 
use in the making of wax crayons. The early wax car- 
bons tended to dry out after several months in stock. 
Carbon paper made today, however, can be carried in 
stock, if made under proper supervision, for several years. 


Underwood was the first to use toners in carbon paper. 
He patented the use of logwood as an intensifier, to 
darken the copies made by carbon paper. Little was 
known of toning colors in those days. 


From the first coating machine of Rogers, we come 
to others as the business progressed. The next machine 
in line was known as the wringer type, the paper passing 
through a large steel heated roller and a small rubber 
roller, the amount of ink applied being regulated by the 
amount of pressure. ‘This machine made both sem- 
coated and full coated carbon paper. The full coated 


» 


papers were run through a bath of ink and then through 
the rollers to regulate the amount of ink to be applied. 
On semi-coated carbon the paper was run through two 
rollers, the ink being fed from the bottom roller, which 
picked up the ink from a heated pan and applied it to 
one side of the paper only. This machine was used for 
years and is still in use today for the manufacture of 
both semi-coated and full coated papers. 

From the wringer type of coating machine, we come 
to the scraper type. Various types of scrapers were 
used, the latest and best being known as the equalizer, | 
a round rod wound with fine wire—the finer the wire 
which is wound on the rod the lighter the coating, and 
the heavier the wire, the heavier the coating. 

With all the improvements of machinery, refining of 
oils and waxes, and the production of color, carbon paper 
has advanced to its present stage, and one must credit 
the associated industries such as paper, color, wax, and 
oils, for a great deal in the evolution of this product. 


> 


Typewriter Ribbons 


[| typewriter ribbon appeared with the invention of 
the typewriter. Sholes and Glidden invented the type- 


writer. Sholes took in with him a partner, Dens- 
more. (See the “Story of the Typewriter, 1873 to 1923,” 
published by the Herkimer County Historical Society, 
Herkimer, N. Y.). Densmore knew Rogers and knew 
that he was of an inventive mind. Rogers immediately 
saw the possibilities of the machine. Densmore tried to 
interest him financially in the typewriter, but Rogers, 
being of a’ philanthropic nature and desiring to give 
Scholes a maximum of aid in the development of the in- 
vention, which Rogers saw was going to be a great thing, 
and knowing of the facilities of E. Remington & Sons, 
which had the necessary equipment and money, intro- 
duced Sholes to them. Rogers accompanied Sholes and 
Densmore to the Remington company and while there he 
placed several sheets of carbon paper between manifold 
sheets, put them in the new machine, and made several 
copies at one time. ‘This was the first time carbon paper 
was used on a typewriter. 


Hand-made at First 


As with carbon paper, the manufacture of typewriter 
ribbons in the beginning was also by hand. Lacking fa- 
cilities for slitting cloth, the cloth was purchased in the 
wide widths in bolts. A bolt of cloth was placed in an 
ordinary paper cutting machine and sliced to the various ~ 
widthsrequired for the ribbons. The narrow slice of 
ribbon was then placed in an especially made vise, to 
squeeze the ribbon edges together, and each edge was 
then sized with a shellac or varnish mixture to prevent 
fraying. After the painting of the edges with this mix- 
ture, any threads which had originally frayed out from 
the edge were burned off with a torch. The cloth was 
then wound on reels. 

There were no ribbon inking machines, so a box-like 
affair was rigged up, the bottom of which was made of 
felt or carpet. The ink was put into this box and the 
ribbon pulled through it by hand. The bottom of the 
box pressed tightly against each end and scraped the ink 
off cleanly as the ribbon was pulled through, but the 
whole affair was very messy. j 

The next creation was a hand winding device on the 
back of the box, which was also invented by Rogers. 
The box was used for a number of years, but the rib- 
bon was later pulled through by power, which eliminated 
the hand method of inking. The first semi-inked ribbon 
manufactured was made in the same manner as was the 
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nrst two-color ribbon—a partition was placed through the 
center of the box; each color placed side by side in a 
separate compartment; and the ribbon was pulled 
through, equally divided on each side by the divider, and 
wound on the back of the inking machine. 

From the box method of inking ribbons we come to 
the wringer type, which is used right up to the present 
day; there being several types of machines for both 
‘single color and two color ribbons, all of which are 
manufactured along the same lines. 

Instead of the original crude method used in the proc- 
ess of edging ribbons, the ribbons finally came to be 
woven in the exact width necessary— 5/16 inch, 7/16 
inch, 136 inch, etc. In the beginning we had what was 
known as the cut edge ribbon. Then came the woven 
edge ribbons, and years later when machinery was de- 
signed for the proper edging of the cloth, we came back 
to the plain edge cloth again. a 

Woven edge for typewriter ribbons is not used today 
to any extent except on silk ribbons (which are also made 
up in the plain edge). or for adding machine purposes, 
where the pull of the machine needs the additional 
strength of the edge. The process of producing type- 


writer ribbon cloths today with gummed edges has been 
brought to a high degree of efficiency, so much so, that 
they withstand the blow of the typewriter without injury 
to the cloth to any extent, when the typewriter is not 
properly aligned. 

In edging the cloths, one method used makes use of an 
ordinary slitter with revolving knives. The edges of the 
knives pass through the heated mixture of sizing and 
as the cloth is slit, the sizing is absorbed by the edge 
of the cloth on each side of the revolving knives. 

Another method of edging is known as the slicing proc- 
ess. The cloth is wound very tightly in rolls, sliced into 
the various widths required, and then the rolls are passed 
through two discs which apply the sizing to the edges. 

There are few products sold in the stationery and 
office-outfitting field which equal carbon paper and type- 
writer ribbon in the interest of their early history. In 
this telling of the story of early days in the carbon paper 
and typewriter ribbon industry, much detail has neces- 
sarily had to be omitted, but in the space available I 
have endeavored to give as clear a picture as possible of 
the birth of a business which has come to play so vital 
a part in the general progress of our country and the 
world. 


pga 


Type-Iin in Astoria, Oregon byeeeeesseeeRay Montgomery and Matt Love 


Having recently moved to Astoria, Oregon from New Jersey (Ray Montgomery), | learned that typewriters are still being used 
here in this coastal city. As reported by local teacher, author, and feature writer, Matt Love (website — nestuccaspitpress.com) 
in tis recent feature, A Glimpse Inside,” a type-in was held 13 February in conjunction with a brew festival. Held at a local 
brewery and food establishment, selected extracts from his article are shown below. The article (used with permission) was 
published in the 25 February issue of Coast Weekend. The full 
@>i:10:/www.coastweekend.com/section/search?text=matt+love). 


article can be found at 


Matt Love writes: 


“It was my first visit to the festival, and | was ensconced like a Captain Nemo aboard the Nautilus 
among the gleaming silver vats, kegs, sinister tubing and bubbling beer to teach my Blood, Beer, and 
Typewriters speed writing workshop/contest to anyone who wanted to crank out noir fiction under 
pressure on vintage typewriters and drink stouts. Sixteen quasi-sober people signed up and wrote 
with macabre gusto under the dim glow of red light. About half of them had never used a typewriter 
before and I had to teach them on the spot, not an easy thing to do when stout is involved. The writers 
channeled the late great sportswriter Red Smith, who once said, ‘Writing is easy. Just sit in front of a 
typewriter, open up a vein and bleed.’ The noise of five typewriters pounding madly away 
reverberating in our area of the brewery and drew a curious crowd. Several onlookers remarked how 
soothing the sound was, like the familiar voice of a lost friend from a bygone era when grandfathers 
wrote letters on typewriters .... The writing was superb, at turns wicked and hilarious. A couple of 
pieces were certainly worth publishing as Astoria noir flash fiction. | see a whole new trend for this 
town: leave typewriters in taverns, bars, and tap rooms, put some paper in them, provide a list of 
profane and savage prompts, and let the noir stories pour forth like so much stout...” 


Unfortunately, | missed the type-in but hopefully | can make the next one. From exchanging emails, | learned 
that he teaches a creative writing class at the Astoria High School and uses typewriters in the class. He is also 
planning another workshop this summer. Having made contact, we plan to get to together once my collection 

rrives. Looking ahead, we are currently investigating how | can get involved locally. | look forward to exploring 
he typewriter world in the Northwest. As events unfold, ! will submit additional articles to the newsletter. 
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(Continued from page 1239) 
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revolution is not an anti-digital movement. 
believe him. The chapter describes a very active 
web-based community and how the digital and 
electronic world and typewriters interact using 
such means as digital simulations, electronic 
and physical typewriter mash-ups (e.g., USB 
typewriters). 


Chapter 7 discusses customized typewriters 
where from the examples included in this 
chapter, such custom machines are not only 
beautiful to look at but can be used as well. The 
pictured examples reflect the imagination and 
determination of those who do this. A nice 
aside in this chapter describes how to 
photograph a typewriter. This is very useful 
guidance for those of us who prize a 
transportable catalog of our holdings for show 
and tell occasions. 


Describing how typewriters intersect with 
other creative acts and arts, chapter 8, 
discusses with great examples, typewriters in 
art, music, videos, (my personal favorite) films 
and television, fashion, bicycles, and finally, 
handwriting. This chapter reinforces the idea 
that typewriters are not just for typing but they 
can play a part in other artistic and creative 
endeavors. 


The last chapter, “The Typewritten Future” 
gives this reviewer some degree of comfort and 
hope for the future. Richard credits (rightly | 
believe), the discusses 


throughout the book. That sales of typewriters 


insurgency he 


on eBay and other sites continue to improve 
are good to note, these hopes are bolstered by 
conversations | have had with typewriter repair 
and sales businesses still in business today. On 
an international level, | have seen reports 
where the German and Russian governments 


announced last year the purchase of 








typewriters, especially for communications 
requiring privacy and secrecy. 


Turning to book format and style, Richard has 
done a great job in making the book interesting, 
colorful, and informative. It is easy to use as a 
reference and the 8-page index is quite useful. 
In addition, the text blends and flows well 
among captioned photographs, sidebars, 
quotes, cartoons, and suggestions. Throughout 
the book, he includes “Interludes” as a means 
to expound on the manifesto statements made 
in the front of the book. The book is strongly 
bound with stiff, yet flexible covers, making it 
rugged, and capable of being handled 
frequently. Two other nice touches are the 
debossed title letters on the front cover and the 
black/red ribbon look-alike bookmark secured 


in the book spine. 


As with few other typewriter books | own, this 
one is worth keeping close at hand as a 
reference and it is worth reading again. Useful 
and informative, it serves as a great booster for 
typewriters in general and more importantly, 
fosters reintroducing typewriters to our lives 
and describes how they still have an important 
role to play. Find and get this book! 


Book Details 


Title: The Typewriter Revolution — A Typist’s Companion for the 
215 Century Author: Richard Polt 


Publisher: The Countryman Press, Woodstock, VT 
Publish date: 2015 Website: www.wwnorton.com 
IBSN: 978-1-58157-311-4 Pages: 382 
Price: $26.99 USA, $34.99 CANADA 


Format: Flexible Hardcover 


Suggested sources: Richard Polt’s site for the book 


(http://typewriterrevolution.com), Amazon, Barnes & Noble 


Bookstores, Powell’s Book Store 
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Tell your pals about TypEx! 





NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


In response to the Ribbon & Carbon Industry article 
that appeared in the May issue of Typex, we received 
the following note from long-time subscriber, Ribbon 
Tin “guru,” and former publisher of RIBBON TIN 
NEWS, Hoby VanDeusen of Connecticut. | encourage readers who would like to 
follow-up to check out Hoby’s back issues which contain a wealth of information on all 
things Carbon & Ribbon. Hoby can be reached at: Rtn.hoby@snet.net or phone at: 
(860) 435-0088 
Hi Mike, 

| read with great interest the copy of the article on Rogers. | feel you should have 
said when & where the article was first published? | know he died 12/16/32 and the 
article said "...until the death of Mr. Rogers last year." So, the article dates to sometime 
in 1933. 

Perhaps, you would like to follow up and tell your readers who are interested in 
Rogers and the development of carbon paper, typewriter ribbons and ribbon boxes this 
info about when & where it was published. Also you might tell them that | did very 
extensive research on these issues at the New York Public Library for my Ribbon Tin 
News articles in the Dec., 1994 & March 1995 issues (pages 168-171 & 204-210). 
There is a very good pic of Rogers on page 204 not the elderly pic of him in Felter's 
article. Especially important is my "Date History" on pages 206-210. 

Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 
OO OL OL OL ee) el 


News From Overseas...by Nick Fisher 





Typewriter prices have soared in the U.K. in recent months with carriage-less 
Imperial 50s on the market for £49.99, any portable for about fifty quid or the average 
30s Corona for £125.00. Is this due to Tom Hanks’s recent broadcast on the BBC 
Radio 4 programme ‘Desert Island Discs’, where he revealed that his luxury item he 
would take to a desert island would be a Hermes 3000 portable? That may well be, but 
there is another influence I believe, that is the growth of the Hipster. This is the chap 
who sports a trimmed Victorian beard and rides a fixed wheel bicycle, with cotton 
cap. Of course the Hipster is temporary and will soon depart from his recent fad to 
find the newest, shave the beard, grab a perfect family, and move on to an Audi 
Quattro, with all its lifesaving technology, in due course. We will still be there, to 
persevere with our passion for our beloved typewriters. Tom Hanks was a delightful 
guest of the BBC Radio 4 by the way and a fine ambassador for collectors. It was 
probably the best propaganda we could have had. I can’t remember the discs he 
chose, but if you want to you can probably find the programme on the BBC iPlayer 
network. As a collector I can’t understand his passion for the Hermes, but he 
probably couldn’t understand my passion for the Ideal typewriter, the one designed by 
E.E. Barney from your side of the pond but manufactured by Seidel and Naumann of 
Dresden, Germany. It would be a bit heavy for Tom to jet around with, anyway. 

Having bought an early Ideal back in February (#2217) which I bought locally at 
Witney in Oxfordshire (Witney is the Parliamentary Constituency of David Cameron, 
our Prime Minister who saw fit to grant us a referendum to leave or stay in the E.U. 
by the way) I bought another off eBay a few weeks ago (#46232). The earlier 
machine is a real loft find. The sellers listed the machine as a type writer which was 
useful, as few saw it, apart from an Italian customer who hadn’t read the U.K. only 
shipping advice. So, the long and the short is that I won it. When I visited the couple 
who were selling it I found out they had bought their house from the family of an 
elderly lady who had to go into a care home. They had found it pushed into a corner 
of the attic, covered in bird doings. The sellers were almost apologetic for the 
condition of the machine, but I would love to know when it went into that attic and 
what it meant to the person who put it there. 

The second Ideal ‘A’ came from Germany and it looked rusty, but these babies are 
so robust, and when it turned up this rust turned out, in the main, to be gungy brown 
dried oil rather than corrosion. 

An Ideal ‘A’ will be going with me to my local Stratton Festival on the weekend of 
16/17 July, so that people can have a go. I will be taking the whole range of machines 
that were advertised in the Army & Navy Stores catalogue for 1913. I will also take 
my Arabic Urania Piccolo for a bit of fun. I hope you have a fine summer too! 


SES My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731--======== 
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Online 


Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


| guess I don’t need glasses after all! 
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| saw this poster on Facebook a few days 
ago and just HAD to have one. It’s the 
creation of our own Richard Polt and can be 
purchased on Cafe Press: 


www.cafepress.com/typewriters.218784294 


(NOTE: unless you are somehow reading 
Typex online, clicking the link will get you 
nowhere fast!) Thanks, Richard, for letting 
me reproduce it here. May your sales 
increase! 


Of course, after looking at it and thinking, 
“| have one of those...and that one, and that 
one, and quite a few of these...” | just had to 
run over to eBay and buy one of the “missing 
links.” The poster AND my new Franklin 7 
should appear on my doorstep at just about 
the same time © 


From the second quarter of 2016. 
All prices have been converted to U 
and, in the case of live auctions, do 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


Gold-Plated Royal QDL 


Franklin 7 with Case 

Pittsburg 12 with extra type baskets — 
Pica and Spanish 

World Index 

Corona 3 with Math Symbols 
Corona 3 Special 

Merritt 

Caligraph 2 with Wooden Case 
Adler Favorit 

Adler 7 

Peoples Index 

Oliver 11 

Pittsburg 12 with Cover 
Underwood Universal Portable (73 








bids!!) 

|Royal10(42bids) 
eC Rae ee 
Remington 5 Portable 


Hammond 12, Round Keyboard 

Blick Electric Patent papers (don’t get 
excited, just the patent!) 

Standard Folding 

Hammond Multiplex (38 bids) 
Mignon Cursive (33 bids) 

Perkeo with Polish keyboard 





Pittsburg Visible 12 





by Lynda Beckler 


S dollars 
NOT 


$1400 
850 
721 


710 
611 
580 
560 
466 
456 
450 
450 
439 
426 
421 


410 


390 
380 
355 





352 
goL 
351 
250 
202 


Things are looking up and the Pittsburg’s are in 


the lead! 
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TYPEWRITERS AND 
SUFFRAGETTES 1 scr rune 


The role of the typewriter in the emancipation of women has been noted but often seems 
lost in the modern technological world. It is of hard to believe that women were only given 
the vote in the U.K. in 1918, and that this was only granted to certain women over thirty years 
old. It was not until 1928 that all women (and men) over twenty one were given the vote. 
These women were from different social classes and characteristically were not ‘shrinking 
violets’. Window breaking, arson, and shackling to railings were standard fare and the 
headline grabbing actions of the time. Many suffragettes were imprisoned and force fed 
when they went on hunger strikes. In Pears Cyclopaedia of 1908 the entry for Women’s 
Suffrage states that ‘it is in itself, some people argue, a logical and just arrangement in any 
country where many men have suffrage’. The words ‘some people argue’ hints at the 
existence of differences in opinion at the time of publication. The entry also notes that 
suffrage for women was introduced in New Zealand in 1893 and in Southern Australia in 1894, 
so the ‘mother country’ was pretty slow. This in itself may have encouraged additional 
militancy inthe women at home. It is hard to believe that the franchise of women was in such 
a primitive state just a century ago. 


A lost part in the story of the Women’s Suffrage movement, perhaps understandably, is 
the real role that the typewriter and late nineteenth communication technology had in the 
less public area of the offices of the activists. There are a number of photographs which 
illustrate the utility of the machine in the office of the time, by which time the typewriter was 
no longer a novelty, but an essential piece of equipment. It is arguable that the technology 
of the telephone, typewriter and duplicator and the admission of women into the workplace 
as typists and stenographers was key to their ability, within a few decades, to establish a 
change in both perceptions of their abilities and a real organised movement to push for the 
vote through effective campaigning. The revolution of mechanical communications 
technology may have been as significant in its own way then as the development of mobile 
electronic communication technology (and networks) and the World Wide Web has been in 
the evolution of recent world events. The following photographs need little studying to see 
evident excellent organisation in offices, where only women are present. 


This photograph (top of next page) shows Mrs Flora Drummond, one of the foremost 
suffragettes and leader who was arrested and imprisoned on nine occasions. The picture 
appears to date to about 1908 and was taken in the inner office of the Women’s Social and 
Political Union (WSPU) at Clement’s Inn, in London. Elsie Drummond sit as her Oliver No.3 
with a very determined expression. 
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You will notice that the wallpaper is the same as that in the following more expansive 
photograph of the Inner Office, which was taken in September 1911. The lady at the top right 


of the picture below is Miss Kerr, owner of her own secretarial agency, which she gave up to 
ae work for the WSPU. 





- 


This photograph above shows a real mix of typewriters representative of the period, 
ae including an Oliver No.3 in the foreground, Oliver NoS, a Royal Bar-Lock and what appears to 
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be a Royal No.1. The poster and busts around the office are all of suffragette leaders including 
Emeline and Christabel Pankhurst. 


The following photos were also taken in 1911 at Clement’s Inn. The first shows the ticket 
office, which appears to be in a state of perfect organisation. To the left of the picture is a 
plan of the Royal Albert Hall in London, which was a regular venue for WSPU rallies and what 
were called ‘monster meetings’. At these meetings the WSPU raised much money, some 
through jewellery collections. The office was also the home of the Circulation Manager who 
was responsible for sales of the WSPUs newsletter, Votes for Women. The typewriter in the 
background is another Oliver, probably a No.3. 


Ps 


Ne on = 


eee | 





The next photo (top of next page) is of the information and record office. It was here that 
copies of newspapers containing reports of WSPU activities. The typewriter again is an Oliver 
No.3. The young lady, possibly a volunteer, standing on the left hand side of the picture is 
also pictured in a photo of the duplicating office also taken in September 1911. This office 
produced handbills which were produced economically and sold on to WSPU members. 
Interestingly these were handed out at railway stations, outside football (soccer) grounds and 
at cricket matches. 
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Though not illustrating any typewriters this underlines the association between new 
technologies and information distribution. The targeting of railways stations would have 
been a sure way of maintaining communication through a solid physical network, when the 
future networks of television, the internet and radio did not exist. Britain at that time had a 
highly extensive network of railways for a relatively small island. 








A perhaps unusual skill demonstrated by imprisoned by Suffragettes was the use of Morse 
code. The photo here shows Elsie Drummond with a group of WSPU members dressed as 
convicts. It was Elsie who taught the women how to communicate between cells by Morse. 
Just to the left of the photo you will see the cover for a Royal Bar-Lock. This may well be the 
same machine as illustrated in the inner office at Clement’s Inn. 
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The final photograph (below) shows Dr Marion Phillips, a Labour Party politician, sitting 
beside her Remington No.7. Dr Phillip’s political career culminated in her becoming the 
Member for Parliament in Sunderland in 1929. 





Today it is hard to believe the extent to which the typewriter and associated technologies 
help with the women’s suffrage movement in Britain, particularly as so many people seem to 
associate the typewriter and the office environment with a sort of workplace imprisonment. 
This perception is probably not helped by the limited work prospects which existed for 
women up until very recent times, despite having achieved suffrage. Sadly you will hear the 
familiar statement from a woman that they were “only a typist” when they started work, as 
if it is something to be ashamed of. Maybe the typewriter was a just a bit more of more 
benefit to the furtherance of women’s emancipation that it has been credited with? 


Bibliography: 
The Edwardian Album, Sphere Books, London. 1974 


The Suffragettes, Museum of London, London. 1996 


The 1900s, Ammonite Press, Lewes, East Sussex. 2008 


Pears Cyclopaedia, A & F Pears, Limited, London. c1907 
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Ed. Note: The following related article was found in a trade journal dated 1917 


JUST HAD TO HAVE MACHINE-----POLICE WONDERING 


James Homan, 28, of New York City, was so pleased with the 
favourable returns on the vote on equal suffrage that he hastened to 
inform his wife. The telegraph and long-distance telephone wires 
were busy all night, so Homan hit upon the novel idea of typewriting 
a letter. The only thing missing was the typewriter. 


At 4 o’clock the next morning Patrolman Toomey discovered 
Homan snugly seated in the shadow of a tree on Exchange Street, 
busily punching the keyboard of a typewriter. A few hours later 
Homan was arraigned in Police court, the holding charge being 
vagrancy. Although Homan admitted his knowledge of typewriting 
was limited, he had penned these words: “My Darling Jennie---| am 
delighted in hearing the equal suffrage vote, and it will please me to 
give you instructions on how to vote so you will be able to vote as | tell 
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RARE TYPESTYLE found on Govt. Document 


Recently while searching for family-tree related information, | came across this gem. 


| thought this was interesting, and decided to include it in the issue. This rare typestyle is called “Vertical 
Script’ and is (I believe) unique to the Hammond family of typewriters. 


It caught my eye because | think it is one of the nicest typestyles ever created. What really struck me is that 
most official documents when found are typed with mostly standard Pica and usually Elite typestyles. At 
first | thought it was typed in the year 1900, but after closed inspection | realized that this was a re-issue 

and was typed in 1963. 


Either way, | find that fascinating if it were to be an early Hammond from 1900, or, to think that this was a 
Hammond (probably a Multiplex or possibly a Vari-Typerthat was being used in a government office in 
1963. | hope you enjoy seeing this. 
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yes of course. 











The first machine was a Sun Standard No. 2 
(see photo 1 thru 6). Mr. DeBarth told me that 
this machine was one of two antique machines 
sent to him by a client in Connecticut for repair 
and servicing. 





Photo 2. Sun Standard No. 2 — Left Oblique 


Shown in photo 3, Mr. DeBarth described and 
& demonstrated the mechanics of the 
escapement, carriage mechanism, and 


You Never Know What You Will see in a 
Typewriter Repair Shop eeeeby Ray Montgomery 


Prior to moving to Oregon in late February 2016, | wanted to say good-bye to Robert E. DeBarth, the 
long-time owner of Robert E. DeBarth Typewriter Sales & Service, located in Lansdale, PA. In business 
since 1945, | visited his shop every few months to chat, look at his machines for sale, show him some of 
my acquisitions, and on occasion submit a machine for repair. On one occasion he provided the hard-to- 
find, clear plastic paper rest for a 1960’s Olympia SG-1. During this last visit, Mr. DeBarth mentioned that 
he had three antique machines come into the store for repair and asked if | would like to see them. | said 








associated linkages. To this new collector and 
retired engineer, one advantage of this design is 
that it was accessible for maintenance and 
repair. A corresponding disadvantage is that 
even when mounted on its wooden base, the 
rear is susceptible to damage. As in all design 
decisions, trade-offs must be made by the 
designer. 


Photo 3. Sun Standard No. 2 Carriage and Platen 





Photo 4. Close-Up of Sun Standard No. 2, Inking 
Mechanism 
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Photo 5. Close-Up of Sun Standard No. 2 
Keyboard 


The second Connecticut machine sent for 
repair/restoration was a Smith Premier No. 2 
(see photo 7 through 9). Mr. DeBarth described 
the clean-up and as necessary rebuild he 
planned for the machine. Repairs and 
restoration will be aided by having a well- 
equipped machine shop behind the store (I had 
seen it in previous visit). In addition to 
mechanical repairs, he also replaces the rubber 
on platens and paper feed rollers. Of particular 
interest to me was the wide ribbon used in this 
machine (see photo 9). | can only image the 
difficulty trying to replace it if the machine is to 
be used. A quick search of the typosphere 
revealed a web site thread discussing acquiring 
ribbons for this machine. Solutions focused on 
finding someone to make them (after some 
inquiries, the solution) and techniques for 
extending the use of the ribbon (e.g., use of WD- 
40 lubricant) and finally, re-inking the ribbon 
with very mixed results according to several 
posts. 





Photo 6. Smith Premier No. 2 — Front 
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Photo 4. Smith Premier No. 2 — Left Oblique 


After taking pictures of the Sun and the Premier, 
we moved to his work bench to look at a machine 
currently being serviced: a later model Williams 
1 with a straight keyboard (see photo 10, 11, and 
12). 
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Photo 5. On the bench — Williams 1 (Straight 








Photo 7. Fan-like Type Bar Configuration 


Note: A Williams was on the cover of a recent 
issue of ETCetera, a fine newsletter for early 








typewriter collectors. For those readers not 
familiar with it, it is a delicate looking machine 
using a very interesting “grasshopper” typing 
mechanism (see photo 13). From my 
perspective, the typing movement reminds me 
of the limbs of a praying mantis grasping its prey. 
Another interesting design feature is the internal 
circular rings to accommodate the paper (see 
photo 14). | was not sure if they were functional 
or artistic. While small in size, | was surprised of 
the weight of it when | lifted it from the bench. 
Very cool indeed. 





Photo 8. The “Grasshopper” Typing Mechanism 
in Action 





Photo 9. Close-Up Williams 1 _ Internal 
Mechanism — Right Side 


With a final exchange of thank-yous, good-byes, 
and best wishes, we shook hands and | headed 
for home. If you are ever in the neighborhood of 
Lansdale, PA drop by the shop, it will be a 
worthwhile visit. 
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PARTING SHOTS 
This Just fo--- 


From the WHICKY News AS 


Pated--January 8, 1965 


€d. Notg: This ong is pretty funng. | thought that the Jets would be complaining about all 
the “clacking” nois¢gs that would be gmanating from the factory! 


| Noise of Jets . Annoys 
Typewriter Workers 


WILHELMSHAVEN, Germa- 
ny (—Workers at the Olympia 
typewriter factory decided 
Wednesday to hold a 15-minute 
strike next Tuesday to protest 
what they called unbearable 
noise of jet fighters from a 
nearby German air base. 

About 11,000 workers will 
ie: part. 


en EE A, 
a . 
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The factory is in the takeoff 
pattern of the base. 


1262 & 














Volume 28 Issue 4 ‘os 5S a eee November 2016 





Dateline Jan. 1920— 


Good Golly! A Truckload of MOLLE! 
Via Oshkosh B'gosh. Wisconsin 





The demand for Molle typewriters in England is a growing one. This represents a 100 machine shipment 
to Messrs. Catling, Hadley & Co., Manchester, Molle agents in England. 


oOo 
OSHKOSH "MOLLE  TrrewniTeRs 
MANCHESTER ENGLANO 


KOSH 4 WHEEL DRIVE TRUCK 
OSHKOSH 4 WHEEL De 





Inside: Man transports 3,000 Ibs. of typewriters 3,000 miles. Now that’s a dedicated collector. See pages 1270-75 


Inside: NEW BOOK! Stolen Typewriters II available NOW, just in time for Christmas! See page 1266 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


(Every year is...) THE YEAR OF THE TYPEWRITER 


Correction: Readers of the last issue were kind enough to 
correct my error on page 1258 in August, 2016. The 
typestyle | said was Hammond vertical script was in reality, 
Smith-Corona vertical script. Another boo-boo relates to the 
numbering of the photos in Ray Montgomery’s article re: Robert Debarth’s typewriter store. | trust 
the readers could figure out what pic was what, but | apologize to Ray and the readers for my 
mistake. 





| couldn’t resist showing the GREAT picture of the Molle typewriter truck on the cover of this 
issue. While | have no other information about the event pictured, | must say that this is one of 
my all-time favorite photos. | hope everyone enjoys seeing it. 


And last but not least, | am happy to announce the release of my latest book titled: STOLEN 
TYPEWRITERS Il. This book is a soft cover self-published work, and includes about 100 pages. 
This is a follow-up to my previous book about Stolen Typewrites that was published about 10 
years ago. This work brings to my total of five published works which include: 

“Check Writers, A Collectors Guide” “Typewriter Row, A Trip Down Broadway” 
“JN. Williams: The Untold Story” “Stolen Typewriters, Put it Back Thief” 
-and now, “Stolen Typewriters II" _(See page 1266) 


Additionally, next summer will mark my 20" year as YOUR Editor of The Typewriter Exchange 
Newsletter which by that time will have published well over 1,300 pages of fun and (hopefully) 
informative pages including many “exclusive” stories and rare facts, figures, photographs, ads, 
and documents, full of our favorite subject: TYPEWRITERS. 


| WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS TIME TO THANK EACH AND EVERY PERSON THAT HAS 
ASSISTED MY EFFORTS TO BRING YOU THE BEST PRODUCT POSSIBLE. | am sincerely 
GRATEFUL to each and every one of YOU! THANK YOU-- 

Thanks for staying with The Typewriter Exchange! 


<>< ><> <> <dd> <>< >< ><> <>< >< ><> coco >< ><> <> <><><><> 
News From Overseas...by Nick Fisher 


July started off for me with a trip to London, where I met like-minded folks and typed with 
them at a type-in. I took along my friend Scott, who typed quite a story about Chernobyl, the 
Titanic and Ebola. Richard Polt pretty much hosted the event and mixed everybody around and 
we drank warm English beer. Richard showed off his lovely Imperial Good Companion in 
delicious seductive red and I took my pre-war Rheinmetall portable and learnt the simplicity of 
carriage removal. 

The week before in my hometown of Swindon I exhibited some of my typewriters and the 
idea was to represent the whole machine selection offered in the Army and Navy Stores catalog 
for 1907 with contemporary prices and the modern equivalent values. Each model of the Blick 
and Empire families was represented, along with the usual Remington’s, Imperials etc. The 
real hit though, were with the children, who could not be restrained from using any machine on 
display. The ‘r’ type-slug disappeared from my Remington 10 at some point and is somewhere 
on the recreation field, but that was the only damage done. One lad wrote a whole page of ‘L’s 
and another wrote a whole story. 

Old ladies gave me their memories and one lady of 84 years informed me that she started 
work in the 1940s as a legal secretary and is still working as a lawyer, dealing with real estate. 
I spoke to some ladies who had worked at industries in Swindon, most, sadly long gone. It took 
me ages to pack up because the children wanted to type and the helpers wanted to see what they 
hadn’t seen earlier in the day because they were so busy. I also picked up a ‘Junior’ toy 
typewriter with instruction manual. A great couple of days which left me tired and with an 
invite to a residential care home just down the road. 

In September I took part in a ‘Beach Party’ at the Wemyss Lodge, just a mile away from 
where I live and took a display of typewriters including a Mignon 2, Dactyl 8 and a selection of 
machines from the 1940s to 1960s. Interest varied, but one lady really came out of her shell, 
showing an interest and lack of inhibition that had not been shown before. This was helped 
along by a number of favourites from Perry Como and ‘Nat’ King Cole, Bing Crosby and the 
Andrews Sisters played on my 1940s HMV gramophone. Various family members, volunteers 
and their children took an interest, showing the usual stamina of the young, I left them typing 
while I packed up, virtually dragging the machines away from them. It was surprising and 
heart-warming that some of the children wanted to keep their output with pride! 

On the collecting front I managed to find a Simplex No.3, which I found disguised as a piece 
of furniture. I have never found one of the earliest models and this particular one was mounted 
on top of a bureau. It took a second glance to see it was one of the elusive ‘serious’ ones, 
which can take foolscap paper. I have not seen one in my forty-odd years as a collector. See 
you can still find them............ 

Have a great end to the year and look forward to that next find. 


ot mee My contact email is: nickurania@aol.com----- Phone: 44 01793-823731 -=-==-==== 
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Online 


Yes, this is a Royal QDL..... 





And it was listed as a Buy-it-Now on eBay for a 
cool quarter of a million. And it sat there that 
way for well over a month. | kept thinking the 
seller would notice his mistake and move the 
decimal point a few spaces to the left...but he 
didn’t. 


Another oddity was the Burnett which made 
brief appearances on eBay, first listed as a Buy- 
it-Now for $18,000. It vanished after a day 
then reappeared at $12,000 for a few minutes. 
It is back again (still an active listing) with a 
starting bid of $8,500 and a Buy-it-Now for 
$11,250. 


Then there was the “Albana.” | honestly don’t 
know why | wanted it so badly, or what | 
thought | might do with it. It was missing the 
type element and carriage and probably a few 
other essentials. The keyboard was 





Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 








by Lynda Beckler 


Hungarian, not a language I’m even remotely 
functional in. But | threw a few dollars at it. A 
certain CPA in West Virginia was the successful 
bidder and was kind enough to clean it up a bit 
and send me a photo which will be framed and 
will sit on my Blick shelf. Thanks, Herman. One 
of these days, I’ll make it to one of your 
meetings — driving a 

U-Haul © 


en ge baywatch...recent eBay auction 
highlights. 


From the third quarter of 2016. 

All prices have been converted to US dollars 
and, in the case of live auctions, do NOT 
Include the auctioneer’s fees. 


New Crandall 
Caligraph 2 with case 
Chicago 
Salter Visible 550 
Peoples Index (34 bids!) 
Sun Standard #2 373 
Oliver 5 with metal cover 3/1. 
Blick 8 with tabulator 325 
Fox Sterling 
Blick Featherweight 
Oliver 3 205 
Albana (Blick name variant) 202 
Mignon 2B “transition” model 196 








149 
138 
126 
24 

109 


Royal Model O — Green 1 
Blue Corona 3 (parts machine) 
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STOLEN TYPEWRITERS II 


WHAT FOLKS WILL BE SAYING 
ABOUT STOLEN TYPEWRITERS Il 


You won’t know whether to laugh or cry! 
To Steal ...or...Not to Steal? That is the question. 


Who ARE these people? And why ARE they stealing 
typewriters? 


Why not sewing machines? 
Will anyone ever go to jail? 
When will the stealing stop? 
Outrageously true stories! 
(“Lost 165,000 typewriters”! Say what? 
OH, the federal government...That explains it!) 


Nine out of 10 dentists recommend Stolen 
Typewriters II! 


| tell you... These typewriters get NO RESPECT! 


Thefty, Thefty, Thefty... Typewriters, Typewriters, 
Typewriters 


Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho...It’s off to typewriter stealing we go. 


Confucius say, “He who steal typewriters will carry a lot 
of weight.” 


STOLEN TYPEWRITERS 




















T | Stolen Typewriters Pay for Outings in Pais! (Hey, count ment) | T 
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STOLEN TYPEWRITERS 


Darth © 2016 by Michaela. Broww 








Stolen Typewriters II—available now 
100 pages—soft cover book 


Self-published work. $29. Post paid in 
lower 48 US states. 


Elsewhere $37. Post paid 


Payments to: Michael A. Brown 
P.O Box 52607, 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 


PayPal payments at: Typex1@aol.com 





(JUST IN TIME FOR HOLIDAYS) 


About 10 years ago | published a book titled 
“Stolen Typewriters, Put it Back Thief”. 


At that time | had collected many newspaper 
articles, documents, and paperwork which | 
believe tells the story of this interesting phase of 
the history of the typewriter. 


| felt that the information | had presented 
closed the door on the previously uncovered 
subject matter. 


Boy, was | wrong. After | collected, printed 
and disseminated all my findings, | cleared my 
file so | could add to it any other information or 
articles that may surface. 


Fast-forward 10 years and unbelievable to 
me was the fact that my file was FULL again! 


This yielded about another 100 (mostly) 
newspaper articles about all aspects of the 
stolen typewriter phenomenon. 


Some of these stories are almost comical, 
and some are almost hard to believe. 


In any event, | hope you will enjoy reading 
the fruits of my labor. 


Sincerely, MichaelLA. Broww 
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Typewriter Topics Nov. 1918—pgs. 144+166 


MR. HARRY A. SMITH 


President, Harry A. Smith Typewriter Co., 
Chicago 


HARRY A. SMITH, President of the typewriter 
company bearing his name, is an example of a 
successful business man who, by having 
implicit faith in the future of the Rebuilt 
Typewriter industry, and backing up such 
convictions with all his resources, has built a 
small modest business into one of the largest 
rebuilding enterprises in the country. 


Before going into. business for himself Mr. 
Smith was for five years in charge of the 
country sales department of the Burroughs 
‘Adding Machine Co. and two years as system 
expert at their Chicago office. 








He also gained valuable experience in the 
sales department of Miller, Bryant & Pierce 
Co., at their 

St. Louis office, selling typewriter supplies, and 
for a short period handled the Writerpress and 
Flexotype 

Duplicating Machines. 


Since 1911, when he started business for 
himself in a small office in Chicago, with less 
than 162 square feet of space, his enterprise 
has shown a steady, healthy growth, and today 
the factory of the Harry 

A. Smith Typewriter Co. takes up three 
complete floors of over 10,000 square feet, the . 
typewriter output exceeding 800 machines per 
month in 1918. 

Mr. Smith attributes his success to "Judicious 
advertising and satisfied customers." It being a 
necessary combination—if you don't advertise, 
you don't get acquainted—if you do advertise 
and do not sell a meritorious article, you lose 
your customer that you just got acquainted 
with. Consequently one is essential to the 
other. The result of acting on this theory is— 
"Smithtype Rebuilts." They are known all over 
the world as a splendid development in rebuilt 
typewriter construction. 


Today the Harry A. Smith Typewriter Co. has a 
steady demand for machines from old 
customers and their lists of customers is 
growing larger all the time. It is safe in 
predicting that this company will find it 
necessary to double their capacity to meet 
current business requirements and we are 
informed they are now making _ their 
arrangements for “after war" rush. 


As to personality—Mr. Smith is of a quiet, deep 
thinking type of man—makes friends fast and 
holds them—a good judge of men—a 
remarkable degree of steady determination of 
effort in acting on convictions of thought. He 
enjoys the highest rating of business character 
among those with whom he has had mercantile 
relations. 


As to recreation, Mr. Smith is an automobile 
enthusiast and takes long tours to various 
sections of the country. He is also a golf player 
of considerable skill. 
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Typewriter Topics July 1920—pg. 237--Harry A. Smith Typewriter 
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Above pg. 340 August Typewriter Topics 1920 





Illustrating a truckload of Harry A. Smith Typewriters as it left the factory at Elkhart, Ind., @ 
on its way to Switzerland. 
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The Beatles...She Loves you, Yea, Yea, Yea ! 


there's nothing you can 
do that can't be done 


there's nothing you can 
sing that can't be sung 


Who doesn’t love the Beatles? The ultimate 
success story of the 20" century. 


Paul McCartney was knighted by the Queen 
(1997) for God’s sake! They've written and 
produced more music than Barry Manilow, and 
the Kenosha Kickers combined, and | know that’s 
hard to believe. 


So why are they appearing in Typex? Well 
below you can see the “Fab Four” in a famous 
promotional picture “playing” with what looks 
German-made Adler Tippa portable typewriter. 





As a long-time Beatles fan, it was always on 
my bucket list to visit their hometown in 
Liverpool, England, and when | had the 
Opportunity to attend the Les Owen Typewriter 
Collectors Convention in 2003, | did just that. 
Along with my son Jason we visited the Beatles 
Museum in Liverpool and were able to inspect 
the typewriter seen in the photo in the next 
column (top). David McMonnies at “The Beatles 
Story Museum” was kind enough to send me an 
updated photo. 1269 





Photo by: David McMonnies (with permission). Shows 
Adler Universal office-sized manual typewriter (ca.1956) 
that is located on Bill Harry’s desk within the Merseybeat 
section of the “Beatles Story Museum in Liverpool England. 


To round out this story, fellow collector, Steve 
Soboroff of Los Angeles, has compiled one of the 
world’s most important collection of twenty- 
eight original typewriters from famous people. 
As seen below, John Lennon’s Imperial portable 
‘Good Companion model T is among them. 





Photo above by Rich Schmitt 


According to an article by Michael Aushenker, 
in 2009, for the Palisadian-Post, Soboroff 
acquired this typewriter, in a round-about way 
from Lennon’s aunt. 











Moving Typewriters from Coast to Coast 


By Ray Montgomery 


ASTORIA — Moving to another place is always stressful and my recent (and probably my last) move from 
South Jersey to Astoria, Oregon was literally, from coast to coast. Having retired after 28 years in the 
defense industry, | looked forward to moving to where my family lived. Complicating the move was 
deciding how to safely pack and transport my collection of 150 typewriters (collected over the past two 
years). Of all the things to worry about after retiring, moving my collection while minimizing damage was 
a major one. This article describes the planning, packing, and outcomes of moving my typewriter 
collection 3000 miles using a single, fully-packed, 26-foot rental truck driven by a local moving company. 


Planning the Move 


Planning the move was aided by first consolidating my collection in a 10’x30’ climate-controlled, storage 
locker, storing them on plastic shelf units stretching the length of the locker. Photograph 1 shows the 
partially-filled shelves. 





Photo 1. Typewriters in Storage 


Planning the move identified a number of problems to be solved: 


e Packing the different typewriters to minimize damage while minimizing the resulting volume of 
each package. Some machines would require more protection while those more shock-resistant 
could do with less. 

e The level of protection to be given to each machine — as balanced against cost and resulting 
volume. 

e How to secure the machines in the truck. 

e Since | would not accompany the truck driving across the country, | had to ensure that the 
movers understood my concerns about moving the machines a long distance and how important 
it was that the machines arrive undamaged. 
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Packing Your Machines to Survive the Trip 


Early on, | realized that | would need a great deal of bubble wrap, boxes of various sizes, packing tape, and 
wrapping paper. My original plan was to pack in boxes only the dozen or so desktop machines. As 
executed, | also packed about 20 portables because of their rarity or because | did not think the cases 
would survive the trip. The down side was that each box increased the volume that had to be 
accommodated in the truck. Unfortunately, adding a second, albeit smaller truck and accompanying 
drivers to carry any overflow was too costly. Specific machines | recall packing included two Corona Model 
3s, several Olympia SM-3s with the sculptured wooden cases, two Groma Kolibris, two SCM Super Gs with 
the flimsy plastic covers, two Hermes 3000s, an Olivetti Valentine, several Royal Sprites (again with the 
plastic covers), an Olympia Monica, numerous portables with soft cases such as the Hermes Rocket and 
Baby and a Royal El Dorado. Knowing the extreme vulnerability of the escapements, | spent additional 
care packaging my two Cole Steels. Hard-to-find machines such as a Remington 1939 New York World’s 
Fair decorated portable typewriter were also packed. 


After some thought, | offer the following recommendation that | believe contributed to my successful 
move: Don’t skimp on packing supplies. Although it was not inexpensive, carefully packing my machines 
gave me peace of mind that | had done everything | could to prepare the machines for the trip to Astoria. 
As seen in photographs 2 and 3, machines were carefully bubble-wrapped and securely taped. Where 
needed, | double-boxed the machine mirroring the packing techniques used in shipping typewriters 
through the post office or shipping firm. 


Having made all of the arrangements, | began packing the desktop machines several days before loading 
the truck. Using suggestions found on line, machines were bubble-wrapped after securing their carriage 
releases and wrapping their carriages with clear plastic wrap. For the heavy desktop machines, | placed 
them in boxes sitting on spongy foam squares obtained at a local craft supply store. 





Photo 2. Bubble-Wrapped Machine 
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Photo 3. Wrapped machine ready for further 
packing 


To provide greater protection for the large heavy 
desktop machines such as the Olympia SG-1 and 
Hermes Ambassador, | inserted rectangles of 
hard foam on all four sides of the box (see 
photograph 4). 





Photo 4. Desktop Typewriter packaging — hard 
and soft foam 


Finally, |added crumpled wrapping paper and/or 
bubble wrap to fix the machines in the box and 
fill any empty space. Photograph 5 shows a 
portable machine in the box. 





Photo 5. Filling the Box with Wrapping Paper 
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A Creative Solution to Packing the Truck 


While time-, labor-, and  supply-intensive, 
packing the typewriters was the easy problem to 
solve. The larger problem was how to pack the 
unboxed portables in the truck in such a way to 
reduce the potential of damage. In searching for 
an answer, | asked several typewriter friends and 
searched the Internet for information. From the 
Internet, | found several videos offering very 
helpful suggestions on how to pack typewriters. 
Of special note was how to secure the carriage in 
plastic cling wrap after securing the carriage 
release and paper roller release. After several 
days of thinking, | identified two options. The 
first involved turning the plastic storage shelves 
on their sides and using them in an egg crate 
fashion. The typewriters would be in placed in 
the truck floor inside the cells created by the 
shelf. With the first layer complete, add a layer 
of thick cardboard or plywood sheets and stack 
and fill the next layer of shelves. Unfortunately, 
this configuration would quickly fill the truck and 
securing the resulting load was problematic at 
best. The final reason for rejecting this option 
was that there would be little to no space 
available for the rest of my household goods. 
This option would require a second truck, a 
situation | wanted to avoid. A second option was 
offered by my mover. He suggested that we 
insert the unboxed typewriters into each vertical 
slice of boxes packed from floor to ceiling. 
Basically, use the cased machines in building the 
wall of boxes. The positive feature of this option 
was that each machine was supported on all 
sides thereby eliminating it being tossed about 
while being driven across the country. 
Furthermore, given that the truck would be 
packed full from front to back and floor to 
ceiling, | was concerned that the tight packing 
would compress the cases, many of which were 
old and wooden. Thankfully, this was not a 
problem. Machines packed in boxes were of less 
concern. After further discussions with the 
movers, | agreed to the second option, 














Basically salt the wall of boxes with machines. 
Photograph 6 shows how cased machines were 
integrated with other boxes to create a solid wall 
of boxes. 





Photo 6. Packing the Truck — Machines 
Sandwiched Between Boxes 


Outcomes 


The move took almost four days travelling from 
South Jersey to Astoria, Oregon. Per our 
agreement, | asked the movers to drive only 
eight hours a day and not push themselves too 
hard. We also agreed to touch base every day 
usually in the afternoon to pass along status and 
any problems. | assured them that | would pay 
for an extra day or two of travel expenses if it 
helped them arrive safe in Oregon. | also 
discussed the value | gave to my collection and 
sensitized them to the need to minimize shock 
and vibration as they drove across the country. 
The goal of course was to have the moving team 
care as much about my machines as | did. And | 
think | accomplished this task. 


Since the move occurred in late March and 
involved crossing the mid-west, the mountain 
states and the Cascade Mountain range, | was 
concerned about them driving through snow 
storms still occurring across their route. As it 
turned out, they did run into several snow 
storms but successfully passed through them. 


Upon arriving safely in Astoria, the truck was 
unpacked and the machines moved into the 
garage. As with packing the truck, the movers 


eat Ghee SO Nears 


handled the typewriters carefully. Unboxed 
portables were carried in an underarm manner 
from the truck to the garage. As collectors are 
aware, Carrying typewriters by their case handles 
is fraught with danger and should be avoided. 
Thankfully, none were dropped _ during 
unloading. 


Once in the garage, the machines were moved 
into the house. As shown in photograph 7, | used 
boxes of various sizes and in several cases | cut 
the boxes down to size for the smaller portables. 
The name of the typewriter was written on the 
box in several locations to aid in identification. 





Photo 7. Boxed and Labeled Machines Waiting 
to Be Unpacked 


Once inside the house, the machines were 
unpacked and distributed in the lower-level of 
my house. Photographs 8 and 9 depict partially 
unpacked machines and the packaging used in 
each box. 





Photo 8. An Olympia SG-1 Being Unpacked 
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stored in a closet ready-made for use storing 
typewriters (see photograph 14). 





Photo 9. Unpacking another Olympia SG-1 


A number of machines were stacked in a small 
alcove as shown in photographs 10 and 11. 





Photo 12. Desktop Machines on Display 





Photo 13. Desktop Machines on Typewriter 
Stands 





Photo 11. More Machines in the Alcove 





Large desktop machines were placed on strong, 
well-built benches in the laundry room (see Photo 14. Ready-Made Storage Closet for & 
photograph 12) and on typewriter stands (see Portables 

photograph 13). Many of the portables were 
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Final Thoughts 


Moving valuables of any kind creates its own special form of pressure and anxiety for the collector. The 
fear of damage during transport is something I’m sure many readers can appreciate and understand. Of 
course, good, careful planning and packing reduces many risks. Good route planning, careful driving, and 
a healthy appreciation on the driver’s part for the value you place on your collectables all contributed to 
a successful move. In all aspects of the move, my movers were professional and respectful of my 
collection. The fact that the truck was literally packed from floor to ceiling and front to back was a tribute 
to their packing skills and eye for how to pack a truck. Both the movers and | were surprised and happy 
that it all fit. 


| have two recommendations: (1) Build a good relationship with your movers. In my case, this trusting 
relationship was built up over several months of consultation and after two instances of them moving my 
goods into storage, and (2) as mentioned above, don’t skimp on the packing supplies. In the end, it’s worth 
it. 


As for damage found upon unpacking, | am pleased to report that | found none to the machines. | did find 
one portable that had come partially unlatched from its case bottom but the bubble wrap stuffed inside 
the case prevented any impact damage. In another instance, a corner joint of a wooden case was slight 
loosened but was easily re-glued. In a third instance, one corner of a double-boxed typewriter was slight 
crushed with no damage to the inside box or machine. Best of all, my Cole Steels came through in great 
shape. 





Ed. Note: Ride along with dedicated collector Ray Montgomery as he hauls 3,000 Ibs. of typewriters 3,000 
miles from coast to coast. Go west young man...go west! The map above shows the approximate route. 
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1958 Natalie Wood endorses Smith-Corona Super- & 
Silent portable typewriter in a magazine ad. 
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